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The EFISTLE to the READER. 


HOU haſt here (courteous and friendly Reader) the ancient and plea— 

ſant Hiſtory of Renard the FOX, Which in an humble and low Stile 
'couched to the Nature of Beaſts it treateth on) beareth in it much excel- 
jent Morality and hidden Wiſdom, worthy both thy Regard in the Reading, 
and thine Application in the courſe and commercement in thy Life and 
Actions; for the Aim at which it bendeth is the Overthrow. of Vice, and 
and the advancement of the Good and Virtuous. 

Now, foraſmuch as hitherto it hath flow into the World (like Sybz!2's 
looſe Papers) covered with much Obſcurity and Darkneſs; I have, for th 
more Eaſe and Contentment, to every {zveral Chapter annexed the Morals 
und Expoſitions of ſuch dark Places as may hold thy Judgment, in fecking to 
nnd out a Labyrinth ſo dark and curious. A Labour Which I doubt not, will 
prove both pleaſant and delightfu!, ſince, as a friendly Guide, it will keep 
thy Meditations from wandring aſtray; and as a pleaſant Companion, hold 
thee in ſuch delightful Diſcourſe, that thy Journey therein will neither be 
long nor irkſome; at which end if it arrive with a fair Safety, as it is faith- 
fully and truly intended, ] have the Sum of my Wiſhes, and thy ſelf the Prof 
terity both of this and other Men's Endeavours, 


Farezwel, 
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How the Lion proclaimed a ſolemn Feaſt at his Court, and Iſegrim the f and 
his Wife, aud Curtite the Hound made their Complaints of Reynard the FO X. 
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tide) when the Woods are in their Luſty-hood and Gallantry, and 

every Tree cloathed in the green and white Livery of glorious 
Leaves, and ſweet ſmelling Bloſſoms; and the Earth covered in her faireſt 
Mantle of Flowers, which the Birds with much Joy entertain with the de- 
light of their harmonious Songs. 
Even at this time, and Entrance of the luſty Spring, the Lion, the Royal 
King of Beaits to celebrate this holy Feaſt-time with all triumphant Cere- 
mony, intends to keep open Court at his great Palace of Sanden; and to that 
end (by ſolemn Proclamation) makes known over all his Kingdom to all Beaſts 
whatſoever, that upon Pain to be held contemptuous, every one ſhould re— 
ſort to that great Celebration: So that within few Days after (at the 
time prefixed) all Beaſts both great and ſmall came in infinite Multitudes 
to the Court, only Reynard the Fox excepted, who knew himſelf guilty in fo 


. BOUT the Feaſt of Penticoſt, (which is commonly called Whitſund- 


many Treſpaſſes againſt many Beaſis, that his coming thither muſt needs have 


put his Life in great Hazard and Danger. 

Now when the King had aſſembled all his Court together, there were 
few Beaſts found but made their ſeveral Complaints againit the Fox; but 
eſpecially Jegrim the Wolf, who Eg the firſt and principal Complainant, 
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1 The Ancient Hiſtory of Reynard the FOX 


came with all his Lineage and Kindred, and (ſtanding before the King, {aid 
in this Manner: 1 | | | 
. .* My deareſt and Sovereign Lord the King, I humbly. beſcech you, that 
from the height and ſtrength of your great Power, and the Multitude of 
* your Mercies, you will be pleaſed to take Pity on the great Treſpaſſes and 
* un{ufferable Injuries which that unworthy Creature Reynard the Fox hath 
done to me and my Wife, and our whole Family: Of which to give your 
* Highneſs ſome Taſte: Know (if it pleaſe your Majeſty) that this Reyzard 
«came into my Houſe by Violence, and againſt the Will of my Wife, where 
finding my Children laid in my quiet Couch, he be-piſt them in ſo rank a 
© manner, that with the ſharpneſs of his.Urine they fell inſtantly blind: For 
this Offence, a Day was ſet and appointed wherein Reynard ſhould come 
to excuſe himſelf, and to take a ſolemn Oath that he was guiltleſs of that 
high Injury; but as ſoon as the Book was tender'd before him, he that well 
© knew his own Guiltineſs, refuſed to ſwear, and ran inſtantly into his Hole, 
both in Contempt of. your Majeſty and your Laws: This (my dread Lord) 
may not the nobleſt Beaſts know which now are reſident in your Court: 
Nor hath this alone bound his Malice, but in many other things he hath 
© treſpaſt againſt me, which to relate, neither the Time nor your Highneſs's 
© Patience would give Suffrance thereunto: Suffice it, mine Injuries are ſo 
great that none can exceed them, and the Shame and Villany he hath done 
to my Wife js ſuch, that I can never abide or ſuffer it unrerenged; but 
* I muſt expect from him amends, and from your Majcſty Mercy, | 
1 When the Wolf had N theſe Words, there ſtood by him a little Hound, 
C5 


ſe, who ſtepping forth made likewiſe a grievous Com- 


Law oo ec 4 


whoſe Name was Cut? 
plaint unto the King againſt the Fox, ſaying; That in the extream cold Sea- 
Jon of the Winter, when the Froſt was moſt violent, he being half ſtarved 
and detained from all. manner of Prey, had no more Meat left him to ſuſtain 
his Life than one poor Pudding, which Pudding, he ſaid, Reyzard had moſt 
unjuſtly taken from him. | 

But the Hound could hardly let-thefe Words fly from his Lips, when with 
a fiery-and angry Countenance, in ſprang Tibert the Cat among them, and 
falling-down before the King, ſaid : My Lord the King, I muſt confeſs the Fox 
is here grievouſly complain'd. upon; yet were other Beaſts Actions ſearched, each 
would-have enough to do for his-own: clearing. 4 | | 
Touching the Complaint of Curtiſe the Hound, it was an Offence committed 
many Tears ago, And though I myſelf complain of no Injury, yet was the Pudding 


. ; The MOR AL. 


; Howſoever a vicious Man perſuades himſelf. to eſcape. Puniſhment, by abſenting bim? 
felf from the Preſence of the Magiſtrate; yet he cue himſelf, bots Y ting him? 


. f by Contempt ani- 
mates his Enemies to be more build in their Complaints againſt him, as appears 6&4: 


mime: 
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mine and not his; for I ſtole it by Night out of a Mill when the Miller was af eps 
fo that if Curtiſe could Challenge any Share thereof, it muſt be from my Intereſt. 

When Panther heard theſe Words of the Cat, he ſtood forth, and ſaid: Do 
you imagine Tibert, that it were a juſt good Conrſe that Reynard ſhould not be 
complained upon, who the whole World knows he is a Murderer, a Ravifver, and 
a Thief; and that indeed he loveth not truly any Creature, no not his Majeſty 
himſelf; but would ſuffer his Highneſs' to loſe both Honour and Renown, ſo thar 
he might thereby attain to himſelf but ſo much as the Leg of a fat Hen: 7 Hall ted 
you what T ſaw him do Teſterday to Kay ward the Hare, that now ſtandeth in the 
King's Preſence: He promiſed unto Kayward that he would teach him his Credo, 
and make him a good Chaplain , he made him come fit down between his Legs, and. 
ſing and cry aloud, Credo, Credo: My Way lay thereby, and I heard the Song; 
then coming nearer, I found that Mr. Reynard had left his firſt Nite and Song, 
and began to play his old Deceit ; for he caught Kayward by the Troat, and bad I 


not at that time come, he had taken away his Life alſo, as you may ſee by the freſh. 
Wound on Kay ward at this preſent. O. my Lord the King, if you ſuffer this un- 
puniſhed, and let him go quiet that bath broken your Peace, and prophand your + 


Dignity, and doing no Right according to the Judgment of your Laws, your princely 
Children many Tears hereafter will hear the Slander of this Evil. Certainly Pan- 
ther, (ſaid Ifegrim) you ſay true, and it is fit they receive the Benefit of Juſtice 
that defire to live in Peace. | 

CARAT. 


How Grimbard the Brock ſpoke for Reynard before the King. 


TT EN ſpake Grimbard the Brock, (that was Reynard's Siſter's Son) being 


much moved with Anger, Iſegrim, you are malicious; and it is a common 
Proverb : Malice never fpoke well. What can you ſay againſt my Kinſman Rey- 


nard > I would you durſt adventure, that which of yo had moſt wronged another, 


might die the Death, and be hanged like a Felon: I tell you, were be bere in Court 
and as much in the King's Favour as you are, it would be too little Satisfaction 
for yon to as Mercy: Tou have many times bitten and torn my Kinſman with your 
dene mous Teeth, and much oftner than I can reckon ; yet ſoine I will call up to my 

Remembrance :. . © | | 
Have you forgot how you cheated him of the Plaice which he threw 
down from the Carr, when you followed aloof for fear? yet you devoured the 
good Plaice alone, and gave him no more but the great Bones which yon 
could not eat yourſelf : The-like.you did with the far Flitch of Bacon, whoſe 
Taſte was ſo good, that yourſelf alone did eat it up; and when my Uncle 
asked his Part, you anſwered him with Scorn; Fair young Man thou ſhalt 
have thy Share; but he got not any thing, albeit he Won the Bacon with 
Fear and Hazard; for the Owner. came and caught my Kinſnan in a Sack, 
from whence he hardly eſcaped with Life; many of thofe Injuries hath Je- 
| rim 
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5 The Ancient Hiſtory of Reynnard the FOX. 
grim done to Reynard, which I beſeech your Lordſhips judge if: theſe be ſuf- 
terable: Again he complaineth that my Kinſman hath wronged: him in his | 
Wife: True it is, and I confeſs Reyzard hath lien with her; yet it was ſe- 
ven Years before 1ſegr:m wedded her; and if my Uncle out of Courteſie did 
her a Pleaſure what was that to him: ſne was ſoon healed bf her Sore : 
Nor ought he to complain of any thing not belonging to*him : Wiſdom 
would have conceald it, for what Credit gets he by the Slander of his Wife, 
eſpecially when ſhe is not grieved ? 

Now comes K4yward the Hare with his Complaint, whiett to me it ſeems 
but a Trifle ; for if he will learn to read, and not read his Leſſon aright, who il 
Will blame his Schoobmaſter Reynard if he give him due Correction; for if 
Scholars be not beaten and chaſtiſed they Will never learn. 

Laſtly complained Curtiſe, that he with great Pain had gotten a Pudding 
in the Winter, being a Seaſon in which Victuals are hard; methinks Silence 
ſhould have become him better, for be had ſtolen it; and Male queſiſti & ina- 
le perdiſti. tis fit it was evil loſt, it was evil won; who can blame Reynard 
to take ſtolen Goods from a Thief? It is Reaſon that he which underſtands 

| the Law, and can diſcern right, being of great and high Birth as my Kinſ— 

{ man is, do right unto the Law: Nay-had he hanged up Curtiſe when he took 

Him in that manner, he had offended none but the King, in doing Juſtice 
Without Leave; wherefore for reſpect to his Majeſty he did it not, though 
be reap little Thanks for his Labour: Alas! how do theſe Complaints hurt 
him: Mine Uncle is a Gentleman, and a true Man, nor can he endure falſ- 
hood: He doth nothing without the Counſel of the Prieſt; and 1 affirm 

. fince:my Lord the King proclaimed his Peace, he never thought to hurt an 

Man; for he eateth but once a Day: He livethas a Recluſe : He chaſtiſeth 

his Body, and weareth a Shirt of Hair-cloth :: It is a Year ſince he eat an, 
Fleſh (I have been truly informed by them that came but Yeſterday from him 3) 
He hath forſakea his Caſtle Malepardus, and abandoned all Royalty, a poor 
Hermitage retains him: Hunting he hath torfworn, and his Wealth he hath 
ſcattered, living only by Alms and. good Men's Charities ; doing infinite Pe- 
nance for his Sins, ſo that he is become pale and lean with praying and faſt- 
ing; for. he would fain be at Reſt. | | 
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The MORAL. 
Vice is never without his Advocate; and be a Man never ſo lewd, yet he ſhall ftin 
find one or other to plead for him, eſpecially where there is either Greatneſs or Wealth 
in the Offender, or any Alliance of Blood to thoſe in Favour : as appears here by the 
Brock, who pleads for the Fox; firſt, becauſe he was of his Kin, and next, he was rich 
and able to pleaſure him: Laſtly, here is to be obſerved the Inſinuation of the Advocate, 
- excuſing the Fox's Faults, with a new Form of Penitence, cloaking the Hs, which nothing 
.Jooner brings, a good Man to Belief and Forgiveneſs. J 


Thus 
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Thus whilſt Grimbard his Nephew ſtood preaching, they perceived coming 
down the Hill unto them, ſtout Chanticleer the Cock, who brought upon 
a Bier a dead Hen, of whom Reynard had bitten of the Head, and it was 
brought to the King to have Knowledge thereof, 

CHAP. III. 
How Chanticleer the Cock complainea of Reynard the Fox. 

Hanticleer marching foremoſt, ſmote piteouſly his Hands and Feathers 3 
whilſt on the other ſide the Bier went two ſorrowful Hens, the one 
was Coppel, the other the good Hen Caragant, being two of the faireſt Hens 
between Holland and Arden: theſe Hens bore each of them a ſtraight bright 
burning Taper; and theſe Hens were Siſters to Copple, which lay -dead on 
the Bier; and in the marching they cried : Alack, alack, and Well a. day, for 
the Death of Copple their Siſter. 'Two young Hens bare. the Bier, who crack— 
led ſo heavily, and wept ſo loud for the Death of Copple their Mother, that 
the Hills gave an Eccho to their Clamour. Thus being come before the King, 

Chanticleer kneeling down, ſpoke in this Manner. | 

Moſt merciful, and my great Lord the King, vouchſafe, I beſeech you to 
hear our Complaint, and redreſs theſe Injuries which Reynard hath unjuſtly 
done to me, and my Children that here ſtand: weeping ; for ſo it is, (molt 
mighty Sir) that in the Beginning of April, when the Weather was fair, I 
being then at the height of my Pride and Glory, becauſe of the great Stock 
and Lineage J came of, and alio, in that I. had eight valiant Sons and ſeven 
fair Daughters, which my Wife had hatched; all which were ſtrong and 
fat, and walked in a Yard well walled and fenced round about, wherein 
they had ſeveral Sheds, and for their Guard fix tout Maſtiff Dogs which had 
torn the Skins of many wild Beaſts; ſo that my Children feared not any Evil 
that might happen unto them; but Reynard, that falie and diſſembling Tray— 
tor, envying their happy Fortune and Safety, many times affailed the Walls, 
and gave ſuch dangerous Afaults, that the Dogs divers times were let forth 
unto him, and hunted him away; yea, once they light of him, and bit him, 
and made him pay the Price of his Theft as his torn Skin witneſſeth; yet 
nevertheleſs he eſcaped, the more was the Pity; yet we were quit of his 
Trouble a great while after: At laft he came in the Likeneſs of a Hermit, 
and brought me a Letter to read, ſealed with your Majeſty's Seal, in which 


The MORAL. 


When wicked Men cannot compaſs. their Wickedneſs by firong Hind, or Violence 
againſt their Enemies, then they ſtudy Deceits and Shifrs to entangle them, of all which 
none is ſo powerful as the Shew-of Religion; for that working upon the eaſie Belief of 
the ſimple, makes thera many times ſhip themſelves into the rough Seas, whence there is no 
Help but Shipwreck, as the fooliſh Cock did to believe the ſubtile For. Allo in this a 
Man may ſee, that though an evil Man may be now and then ex:uizd of ſome Faults, yer 


ſtin he had not eſcaped being diſcovered. 
1. found 


8 The Ancient Hiſtory of Reynard the FOX. 

1 found written, that your Highneſs had made Peace throughout all your 
Realm; and that no manner of Beaſts or Fowl ſhould do any Injury one to 
another; affirming unto me, that for his own part, he was become a Monk 
or Cloyſtered Recluſe, vowing to perform:daily Penance for his Sins; ſhew- 
ing unto me his Beads, his Books, and the Hair Shirt next to his Skin; ſay- 


ing in humble wiſe unto me; Sir Chanticleer, never be henceforth afraid of 
me; for I have vowed. never more to eat Fleſh. | 
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I am waxed old, and would only remember my Soul, therefore I take my 
Leave, for I have my Noon and Evemſong to ſay: Which ſpoke he departed, 
iaying his Credo as he went, and laid him down under a Hauthorn : At this | 
Jas exceeding glad, that I took no heed, but went and clocked my Chil- 
drehn together, and walked without the Wall, which I ſhall ever rue; for falſe | 
Reynard lying under a Buſh, came creeping betwixt us and the Gate, and ſud- 
denly ſfurprizd one ef. my Children, which he thruſt up in his Mail, and 
bore away to my great Sorrow); for having taſted the ſweetneſs of our Fleſh, 
neither Hunter nor Hound can protect or keep him from us: Night and Day 
he waits upon us with great Greedineſs, that of fifteen of my Children he 
hath left but four unſlaughtered: And Yeſterday Copple my Daughter (which 
here lieth dead on the Bier) was after her Mother, by a Kennel of Hounds 
reſcued from him. This is my Complaint, and 1 leave it to your Highneſs's 
Mercy to take Pity of me, and the Loſs of my fair Children. Tar 
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The King*s Anſwer to the Cock's Complaint, and how they ſung the Dire. 


HEN ſpake the King, Sir Grimbard, hear you this of your Uncle the 


1 Recluſe> He hath faſted and prayed well: Well, believe it, if I live a 
Year, he ſhall dearly rue it: As for you Chavticler, your Complaint is heard, 
and ſhall be cured : To your Daughter that is dead we will give her the Rite 
of Burial, and with ſolemn Dirge bring her to the Earth with Worſhip; 
which done, we will conſult with our Lords how to do you Right and 
Juſtice againſt the Murderer. Then began they the Placedo Domine, with all 
the Verſes belonging to it, which are too many to recite: And as ſoon as the 
Dirge was done the Body Was interred, and upon it a fair Marble Stone laid. 
being poliſhed as bright as Glaſs; in which was ingraven in great Letters, 
this Inſcription following: COPPLE, Chanticleer's Daughter, whom Reynard 
the Fox hath ſlain, lieth here buried: Mourn thou that readeſt it, for ber Death 


was unjuſt and lamentable. After this, the King ſent for his Lords and wiſe 


Counſeliors, to conſult how this foul Murder of Reyzari might be puniſhed. 


In the end it was concluded that Reynard ſhould be ſent for, and without all 


Excuſe to appear before the King, to anſwer the Treſpaſſes that ſhouid be 


delivered by Bruin the Bear; to all this the King gave Conſent, and calling 


bim before him ſaid : SirBruzy, it is our Pleaſure that you deliver this Meſſage, 
yet in the Delivery thereof, have great Regard to yourſelt, for Reynard is 
full of Policy and knoweth how to difſemble, flatter and betray ; he hath a 
World of Snaers-to-entangle you withal, and without Exerciſe or Judg— 
ment, will make a Scorn and Mock of the beſt Wiſdom breathing. My Lord, 
ſaid Bruin, let me alone with Reynard; I am not ſuch a Truant in Diſcre- 
tion, to become a Mock to his Knavery : And thus full of Jolity the. Bear 
departed ; if his Return be as joyful there is no Fear of his well ſpeeding. 
1 CH A P. V. 
How Bruin the Bear ſped with Reynard the Fox. 4 
HE next Morning away went Bruin the Bear in queſt of the Fox, 2rm- 
T ed againſ all Plots of Deceit whatſoever ; And as he came through a 
2 dark Foreſt, where Reynard had a By-path, which he uſed when he was 
hunted; he ſaw a high Mountain over which he muſt paſs to go to Male- 
pardus; for though Reynard have many Houſes, yet Malepardus is his chief- 


The MOR AL. 


Here thoſe that excuſe bad Actions may ſee how ſuch Offences turn to Diſgrace, becauſe 
evil Mens Vices being diſcloſed, Excuſes are their Shames that make rhem; as it happened 
now to the Brock. Allo in the Lion may be ſeen the Effects of a good Diſpoſition, which is 
expreſt in the Honours and-Rights of Burial done to the Hen, which is a Satisfaction for the 
Grief her Kin endured. In the Bear's willingnels to fecth the Fox, is expreſt how apt a mali - 
cious Nature is to be employed in any thing that may offend his Ad verſary, and how com- 
monly ſuch Employments miſcarry.” en Mets DT. 
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eſt and moſt ancient Caſtle, and in it he lay both for Defence and Eaſe. Now 
at laſt when Bruin was come to Malepardus, he found the Gates cloſe ſhut, 
at which, after he had knocked (ſitting on his Tail) he called aloud, Sir Rey - 
2ard are you at home? I am Bruin your Kinſman, whom the King hath ſent 
to ſumon you to Court, to anſwer many foul Accuſations exhibited againſt 
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plot, and bring. the Bear to Diſgrace (whom he knew. and loved him not) 
and himſelf to Honour: At laſt he came forth, and ſaid; Dear Uncle Bruin, 


you. are exceeding welcome, Pardon my ſlowneſs in coming; for at your firſt: 
Speech I was ſaying my Even-Song, and Devotion muſt be neglected: Believe 


me, he hath done you no good Service; nor do I thank him which hath ſent 
you this weary and long Journey, in which your Sweat and Toil far exceeds 
the worth of your Labour: Certainly had you not come, I had to Morrow 
been at the Court of mineown accord; yet at this time my Sorrow: is much 
leflened, in as much as your Counſel at this preſent may return me double 
Benefit: Alas Uncle! could his Majeſty find no meaner a Meſſenger than your 


noble felf to employ ia theſe. trivial Affairs? Truly it appears ſtrange to me, 
: eſpecially. 
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: eſpecially ſince, next to his Royal ſelf, you are of greateſt Renown both in 
Blood and Riches; for my part, 1 with we were both at Court, for I fear 
our Journey will be exceeding troubleſome; for to ſpeak the Truth, ſiace J 
made my Abſtinence from Fleſh I have eaten ſuch ſtrange new Meats that my 
"Body is much diftempered, and ſwelled as if it would break. 
Alas, dear Couſin, faid the Bear, what Meat is this which makes you ſo 
. Uncle, anfwered he, what will it profit you to know The Meat was 
ſimple and mean; we poor Men are no Lords you know, but eat that for ne- 
ceſſity which others eat for Wantonneſs: Yet nor to delay you, that which 
41 eat was Honey-combs, grateful and moſt pleaſant, which compelled my 
Hunger; I cat too unmeaſurably, and am thereby infinitely diſtempered. Ah, 
-quoth Bruin. Honey-combs! do you make ſuch ſlight reſpect of them, Nephew : 
Why it is Meat for the greateſt Emperor in tke World, Fair Nephew, help 
me but to ſome of that Honey, and command me whilſt I live; for one 
little part thereof I will be your Servant everlaſtingly. Sure, ſaid the Fox, 
Uncle you but jet with me. But jeſt with you, replied Eruix, beſhrew my 
Heart then; for Jam in that ſerious earneſt, that for one Lick thereof, you 
ſhall make me the faithfulleſt of all your Kindred. Nay, ſaid the Fox, if 
you be in earneſt, then know, I will bring you where ſo much js, that ten 
of you ſhall-not be able to devour it at a Meal; only for your Love take, 
Which above all things I deſire Uncle. Not ten of us, ſaid the Bear, it is 
-impoſſible 2 for had I all the Honey between Hibla and Portugal, yet I could 
in a ſhort ſpace eat it all my ſelf. Then know Uncle, quoth the Fox, that 
near at hand here dwelleth an Husband-man named Landfert, who is Maſter 
of ſo much Honey that you cannot conſume it in ſeven Years, which for 
your Love and-Friendſhip fake I will put into your Poſſeſſion. Bruin, mad 
-upon the Honey, ſwore, that to have one good Meal thereof, he would not 
only be his faithful Friend, but alſo ſtop the Mouths of all his Adverfaries. 
Reynard (miling at his eaſie Belief, ſaid, if you will have ſeven Tun, Uncle, 
you ſhall have it. Theſe Words pleaſed the Bear ſo well, and made him fo 
pleaſant, that he could not ſtand for laughing. | 
Well, thought the Fox, this is good Fortune : ſure I will lead him where 
he ſhall laugh more meaſurably; and then ſaid, Uncle, we mult delay no 
time, and 1 will ſpare no Pain for your fake, which for none of my Kin 1 
would perform. The Bear gave him many Thanks, and ſo away they went, 
the Fox promiſing him as much Honey as he could bear, but meant as many 
Strokes as he could undergo: In the end they came to Lanfert's Houſe, the 
fight whereof made the Bear rejoice. This Lanfert was a ſtout, luſty Car- 
penter, who the other Day had brought into his Yard a great Oak, which, 
as their Manner is, he began to cleave, and had ſtruck into it two Wedges in 
ſuch wiſe; that the Cleft ſtood a . way open, at which the Fox rejoic- 
* 2 ed 
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ed much, for it was anſwerable to his Wiſh: So that with a ſmiling Coun- 
tenance he ſaid to the Bear, Behold now, dear Uncle, and be careful of your 
ſelf, for within this Tree is ſo much Honey that it is immeaſurable; try if © 
you can get into it, yet good Uncle eat moderately ; for albeit the Combs be 
ſweet and good, yet a Surfeit is dangerous, and may be.troubleſome to your 
Body, which L Would not for a World, ſince no harm can come to you but 
muſt be my Diſhonour. Sorrow not for me Nephew- Reynard, ſaid the Bear, 
nor think me ſuch a Fool that I cannot temper my Apetite. It is true, m 
beſt Uncle, I was too bold, I pray. you enter in at the End and you ſhall find 
your Deſire. The Bear with all haſte entred the Tree, with his two Feet 
forward, and thruſt his Head into the Cleft quite over the Ears; which 
when the Fox perceived, he inſtantly ran and pull'd the Wedge out of the 
Tree, ſo that he lock'd the Bear faſt therein, and then neither Flattery nor 
Anger availed the Bear, for the Nephew had by his Deceit brought the Un- 
cle into ſo faſt a Priſon, that it was impoſhble by any. Art to free himſelf | 
of the ſame. Alas! what N now his great Strength and Valour> *® 
Why they are both Cauſes of more Vexation ; and he finding. himſelf deſtitute 
of all Relief began to howl and bray, and with ſcratching and tumbling, 
made ſuch a Noiſe that Lanfert amazed came-haſtily out of his Houſe, hay. 
ing in bis Hand a ſharp Hook, whilſt the Bear lay wallowing. and roaring 
within the Tree: Which the. Fox afar off ſeeing, he ſaid to the Bear in 
ſcorn; is the Honey good (Uncle) which you eat? how do you like it: Eat 
not too much I beſcech you; pleaſant things are apt to ſurfeit, and you may 
hinder. your Journey to the Court: When Laufert cometh he will give you 
Drink to digeſt it, and. waſh it. down your Throat: And having thus ſaid 
he. went towards the Caſtle. 2 | 
By this time Lanfert finding the Bear faſt taken in the Tree, he ran to his 
> Neighbours, ..deſiring them to come into his Yard, for there is a Bear faſt | 
taken there; which being noiſed through all the Town, there was neither 
Man, Woman nor Child but ran thither; ſome with one Weapon, and ſome 
with another; as Goads, Rakes, Broom-ſtaves, and what they could gather 
upz the Prieft had the Handle of the Croſs, the Clerk had the holy water 
ſprinkling, and the Prieſt's Wife, Dame Jullock, with her Diſtaff, for ſhe was 
then. ſpinning; Nay, the-old Beldams came that had never a Tooth in their 
Heads. This Army put Bruin into a great Fear, being none but himſelf to with- 
ſtand them: and hearing the Clamour of the Noiſe which came thundering 
upen him, he wreſtled and pulled ſo extreamly that he got out his Head, but left 
behind him all the Skin, and his Ears alſo, inſomuch that neyer Creature be- 
held a. fouler or more deformed. Beaſt; for the Blood cover his. Face and 
Hands, leay ing the Claws and Skin behind im, nothing remaining but ugli- 
neſs: Twas an ill Market the Bear came to; for he loſt both Motion and 
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Sight, Feet and Eyes: But notwithſtanding this Torment, Lanfert, the Prieſt 
and the whole Pariſh came upon him, and ſo be-cudgell'd him about his Bo- 
dy-part, that it might well be a Warning: to all in Miſery, to know that e- 
ver the weakeſt ſhall ſtill go to the Wall: This the Bear found by Experience, 
for every one exerciſed the-heighth of their Furies upon him; even Hough- 
lin with the crooked Leg: and Londolf with the long broad Noſe; the one 
with a Leaden Mall, the other with an Iron Whip, all be-laſhed poor Sir 
Bruin; as alſo Sir Bertolf with the long Fingers: Lanfert and Ortam did 
him more Annoyance than all the reft, the one having a ſharp Welſh-hook, 
the other a crooked: Staff well leaded at the end, which he uſed to play Trap- 
ball withal: There was Burkin and Armes- Ableguack, Bane the Prieſt With his 
Staff, and Dame Jullock his Wife; all theſe ſo be-laboured the Bear, that his 
Life was in great Danger: The poor Bear in this Maffacre fat and ſighed 
extreamly, groaning. under the Burden of their Stroaks, of which Lanfert's 
were the greateſt, and thundered moſt dreadfully; for Dame Pedze of Caſport 
was his Mother, and his Father was Marob the Steeple maker, a paſling ſtout 
Man when he was alone: Bruin received of him many ſhowers of Stones, till 
Lanfert's Brother ruſhing before the reſt with a Staff, truck the Bear on the 
Head ſuch a Blow that he could neither hear nor ſee; ſo that awaking from 
the Aſtoniſhment, the Bear leapt- into the River adjoining, through a Cluſ— 
ter of Wives ſtanding. together, of Which he threw divers into the Water. 
which was large and deep, amongſt whom the Parſon's Wife was one, Which 
the Parſon ſeeing how ſhe floated like a Sea-mew, he left {ſtriking the Bear, 
and cried to the reft of the Company, Help! O help! Dame Fu#ock is in the 
Water; help. both Men and Women; for whoſoever ſaves her, I will give 
free Pardon of. all their Sins and Tranſgreſſions, and remit all Penance im- 
poſed. whatſoever: This heard, every one left the Bear to help Dame FuYock, 
which as ſoon.as the Bear ſaw, he cut the Stream and ſwam away as faſt he 
could; but the Prieſt with a great Noiſe purſued him, crying in a great 
Rage, Turn Villain that I may be-revenged of thee; but the Bear ſwam in 
the ſtrength of the Stream, and minded not his calling, for he was proud 
that he was eſcaped from them; only he bitterly curſt the Honey tree, and 
the Fox, which had not only betrayed him, but had made him loſe his Hood 
from his Face, and alfo the Gloves from his Fingers: In this ſort he ſwam 
ſome three Miles down the Water, in which time he grew-ſo weary, that 
he went on the Land to get eaſe, where the Blood trickled down his Face; 
he groaned, ſighed, and drew his Breath fo ſhort, as if his laſt Hour had 

been T e theſe things were in doing, the Fox in his way 
home ſtole a Ft Hen, and threw-her into his Male, and coming through a 


By-path, that no Man might perceive him, he came to the River with infinite 


lim- 


Joy; for he ſuſpected. that the. Bear was certainly fin; therefore ſaid to | : 
. , - ſelf, 
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ſelf, My Fortune is as 1 wilht it, for the greateſt Enemy J had in the Court 
is now dead; nor can any Man ſuſpect me guilty thereof: But as he ſpake 
theſe Words, looking towards the River, he eſpied Where Bruin the Bear lay 
reſting, which ſtruck his Heart with Grief, and he railed againſt Lanfert the 
Carpenter, ſaving, Sihy Fool that thou art, What Mad-man would have loſt 
ſuch good Veniton, cipecialiy being ſo fat and wholſome, and for which he 
took no Pains; for he was taken to his Hand; any Man would have been 
proud of the Fortune thou neglecteſt. Thus fretting and chiding, he came 
to the River where he found the Bear all wounded and bloody, of which 
Reynard was only guilty ; yet in ſcorn he ſaid to the Bear, Monſieur Dieu 
von garde, O thou foul red Villain, ſaid the Bear to himſelf, what Impu- 
dence is like this: But the Fox went on with his Speech, and ſaid; What, 
Uncle, have you forgot any thing at Lanfert's, or have you paid for the Ho- 
ney-combs you ſtole? if you have not it will redound much to your Diſgrace, 
which before you ſhall undergo, I will pay him for them my felf: Sure the 
 Honey-comb was excellent good, and pleaſed your Pallet; if it did know 
much more at the ſame Price: Good Uncle, tell me before I go, into what 
Order do you mean to enter that you wear this new faſhioned Hood > Will 
you be a Monk, an Abbot or a Friar 2 Surely he that ſhaved your Crown hath 
cropt your Ears; alfo your Foretop 1s loſt, and your Gloves are gone, fie 
Sloven, go not bare-handed; they ſay you can fing Peccavi rarely, 'Thefe 
Taunts made Brain mad with Rage; but becauſe he could not take Revenge, 
he was content to let him talk his Pleaſure. | 
Then after a ſmall.-Reſt, he plunged again into the River and ſwam o- 
ver the Stream, and landed on the other fide, where he began with much 
-Grief to meditate how he might. get to the Court; for he had loſt his Ears, 
his Talons, and all the Skin off his Feet, ſo that if he had a Thouſand. 
Deaths following him he. could not go; yet of Neceſſity he muſt move. In 
dhe end, being compell'd by Extremity, he ſet his Buttocks on the Ground, 
and tumbled his Body over and over; ſo by degrees tumbling now half a 


In this Encounter between the Fox and the Bear is expreſt the Diſſimulation of two 
-wicked Perſons, each plotting to do the other Miſchief ;- wherein tho? the wiſeſt commonly 
get the Victory at firſt, yet the juſt Cauſe in the end prevaileth. In the Bear's Greedinels 

to eat Honey is expreſt the laſcivious Inconſtancy of a looſe unreſtrain'd Nature, that 
for a Minute's enjoying of their own Delight, quite forget the Buſineſs and Cares they 
have in Hand. In the Fox is expreſt the Cunning of Wiſdom, which ever caſts out (to 
-Jooſe Nature) thoſe Baits of Delight, which being ſwallowed with Greedinefs, do ever 
choak the Swallower, as appears by the Bear; who is not only wounded and in Danger 
of his Life, but alſo made a Mock and-Scorn to his Enemies. Alſo the Cruelty uſed on 
che Bear by the common People, is ſhewed how, when an ill Man is once ſnared in his Vices, 
every one, of what Degree ſoever, from the higheſt to the loweſt, are ready to prole- 

cute and revenge themſelves for the Ill they received. * 
| | ile, 
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that his Example. ſhall terrifie all Offenders. 
Then faid Tibert the Cat, My dread Lord, they were my Foes which thus 
advisd you; for there is nothing in me that can force him either to come 
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Authority commands they muſt obey, tho never ſo many Dangers attend. © < 
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or tarry: I beſeech your Majeſty to fend ſome one of greater Power; I am 
little and feeble; yet beſides, if noble Sir Bruin, that is ſtrong and mighty, 
could not enforce him, what will my Weakneſs avail. The King replyd, It 
is your Wildom, Sir Tibert,. 1 empioy, and not your Strength; and many pre- 
vail wich Art when Violence returns with loſt Labour. Well, ſaid the Cat, 
Since it is your Pleaſure it mus be accompliſhed 3 Heaven make my Fortune 
better than my Heart preſageth. | | | N 

Thus Tibert made Things in readineſs and went to Malepardus, and in his 
Journey he ſaw coming flying towards him one of St. Martius Birds, to whom 
the Cat cried aloud, Hail gentle Bird, I beſeech thee turn thy Wings and fly 
on my right Hand: But the Bird turned the contrary way, and flew on the 
left ſide: Then grew the Cat heavy, for he was wiſe and skilful in Augu— 
rifm, and knew the Sign to be ominous. Nevertheleſs (as many do) he arm- 
ed himſelf with better Hope, and went to Malepardus, where he found the 
Fox. ſtanding before the Caſtle Gates, to whom Tibert ſaid, Health to my 
fair Couſin Reynard: So it is, that the King by me ſummoneth you to the 
Court; in which, if you fail or .defer. time, there is nothing more aſſured 
unto you than a cruel and a ſudden Death. The Fox anſwer'd, Welcome 
dear Couſin Tibert, I obey your Command, and wiſh my Lord the King in- 
finite Days of Happineſs; only let me intreat you to reſt with me to Night, 
and take ſuch Cheer as my ſimple Houſe affordeth; and to Morrow as car- 


ly as you wil, we will go towards the Court; for I have no Kinſman 1 


truſt ſo dearly as yourſelf. Here was with me the other Day, the treache- 


rous Knight Sir Bruin the Bear, who look'd* upon me with that tyrannous 
- Cruelty, that I would not for the Wealth of an Empire hazard my Perſon 


with him; but my dear Couſin with. you I will go, were a thouſand Sick- 


neſſes upon me. Tibert reply'd, You ſpeak like a noble Gentleman, and me- 
.thinks it is beſt now to go forward, tor the Moon ſhines as bright as Day, 
Nay, dear Couſin, ſaid the Fox, let us take the Day before us, ſo we may 
encounter with our Friends; the Night is full of Dangers and Suſpicions. 


Well, ſaid the Cat, if it be your Pleaſure I am content: What ſhall we cat > 
Reynard ſaid, truly my ſtore is ſmal), the beſt I have is a Honey. comb, too plea- 
fant and ſweet : What think you of it? Tibert replied, it is Meat I little re- 
fpeft and ſeldom eat: I had rather have one Mouſe than all the Honey in Eu- 


| 5 The MORAL. | wy 

By the-ſending of the Cat to fetch the Fox is expreſt the Care of Governors; that when 
they have been deceived by the Pride and Oſtentation of ſuch as they did Empley, and 
thought diſcreer, that then they ſeek out thoſe that are known wiſe, and employ them be- 
cauſe Wiſdom is even circumvented by greater Wiſdom. In the Cat's much loathneſs to go 


is expreſt the unwillingneſs a wiſe Man hath to meddle in dangerous Matters, eſpecially 
-when they hold the Party with whom they have to do of a Reach beyond them; yet when 


rope, 
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rope. A Mouſe, ſaid Reynard, why my dear Couſin, here dwelleth a Prieſt 


 hard-by, who hath a Barn by his Houſe fo full of Mice, that I think half 


the Wains in the Pariſh are not able to bear them, O dear Reynard, quoth 
the Cat, 'do but lead me thither, and make me your Servant for ever: Why, 
ſaid che Fox, but love you Mice fo excecdingly > Beyond Expreſfion ſaid the 
Cat, Why, a Mouſe is beyond Veniſon, or all the Delicates on a Prince's 'Ta- 
ble: Therefore conduct me thither, and command my Friendſhip in any Mat- 
ter; had you flain my Father and Mother and all ry Kin, I would clearly 
forgive you. CHAT. Un. 
| Eow Tibert the Cat was deceived by Reynard the For. 
HEN {aid Reynard. Sure you do but jeſt. No by my Life ſaid the Cat. 
Well then, quoth the Fox, if you be in earneft, I will © work, thar 
this Night I'll fill your Belly. *Tis not poſtible, . ſaid the Cat: Then follow 


me, ſaid the. Fox, for I will bring you to the Place preſently. 


Thus away they went with all Speed to the Prieſt's Barn, which was well 
Walled about with a Mud-wall, where but the Night before the Fox had 


broken in, and ſtole from the Prieſt an exceeding fat Hen: Ar which the 


Prieſt grew fo angry that he nad ſet a Gin or Snare before the Ale, to catch 
him at his next coming, which the falſe Fox knew perfectly; and therefore 
ſaid to the Cat, Sir Tibert, creep iu at this Hole, and believe ic you ſhall not 


tarry a Minute's Space, but you ſhall have more Mice than you ate able ta 


a 4 


devour: Hark, you may hear how they fqueek: When your Belly is fail 


come again, and I will ſtay and wait for you here at this Hole, that to More 


row we may go together to the Court: But gocd Coulin, ſtay not too lonz, 


for I know my Wife will hourly expect us. Ten ſaid rhe Cat, Think yen 
J may ſafely enter into this Hole? Theſe Prieſis are wiſe and ſuhtle, and 
couch their Danger ſo cloſe, that Raſhneſs is ſoon overtaken. Why, Cou- 


ſin Tibert, ſaid the Fox, I never ſaw you turn Coward before; what Man, 
fear you a Shadow > The Cat athamed at his Fear, ſprang quickly in at the 
Hole, but was preſently caught faſt by the Neck in the Gin; which aſſoon 
as the Cat felt and perceived, he quickly leapt back again, ſo that the Snare 
running cloſe together he was half ſtrangled, fo that he began to ſtruggle and 
cry out, and exclaim moſt piteoully. Reynard ſtood before the Hole and heard 
al}, at which he infinitely rejoiced, and in great .Scorn ſaid, Couſin Tibert, 
love you Mice? I hope they be well fed for.vour ſake; knew the Prieſt or 
Martinct of you Feaſting, I know them of ſo good Diſpoſition, they would 
bring you Sauce quickly: Methinks you ſing at your Meat; is that the Court 
Faſhion 2 If it be, I would 4ſegrim the Wolt were coupled with you, that all 
my Friends might be- feaſted together. 

But all this while the poor Cat was faſt, and mewed ſo piteouſly that Aar. 
tinet leapt out of his Bed, and cried to his People, Arife, for the Thief:! 


13 
taken that hath ſtolen our Hens. Wit 
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With theſe Words the Prieſt unfortunately roſe up, and awaked all in his 
Houle, crying the Fox is taken, the Fox is taken: And ariſing ſtark naked, 
he gave to Jack his Wife an Offering Candle to light; and then coming 
fri to Tibert, he (mote him with a great Staff, and after him many others; 
fo that the Cat received many deadly Blows; and the Anger of Martinet 
was {0 great that he ſtruck out one. of the Cat's Eyes, which he did to ſe- 
cond the, naked Prieſt, thinking at one Blow. to daſh out the Cat's Brains: 
Bur the Cat percciving his Death ſo near him, in a deſperate Mood he leapt 
between the Prieſt's Legs, and with his Teeth and Claws ſo faſtned on his 
Genitors, that in all the great Turk's Seraglio there was not a clearer Eu- 
nuch; which when Dame Julluck his Wife ſaw, ſhe cried out, and ſwore. 
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ſhe had rather have loſt the whole Offerings of one ſeven Years-than that 
poor little Morſel; and withal curſt that ever the Gin was invented: And 
calling Martinet, See, my Son, this is thy Father's Delight and my Jewel; 
but now It is ſpoiled, to his Shame and my utter Loſs for ever; and howſo- 
ever he be cured, yet to me he can never more be comfortable. | 


= _ _ — — 
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The MOR AL. 

By the Fox inſnaring the Cat is expreſt, how when Men will truſt their Enemies, or give 
Credit to reconciled Friends, they evermore miſcarry in their Defigns; and therefore eve- 
ry wilt Man ſhould fo temper his Affection that he grow not fond of any thing in his E- 
nemies Power, how agreeable ſoever it be either with his Nature or his Pallet; for the Baits 
of an Enemy are only gilded Pills, whichare fair to look on, and moſt bitter to taſte. By 
the Miſchief which the Prieſt received is ſhewed, that they which Harm watch Harm catch, 
and that the Trap which Men now and then ſet for others, brings Hurt to themſelves. 
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833 All this while Reynard ſtood before the Hole, and ſaw what pa ſſed, and 
J, laughed fo extreamly that his Body was ready to break; ſaying to Dame 
g Jullock; Fie Woman, do not torment your ſelf ſo, the Prieft hath loſt but one Stone, 
;- yon may get receive one Benevolence. Now whilſt the Fox thus ſcoffed the Prieſt's 
R Wife, the poor Prieſt fell down in a Swound ; ſv that every Man loft the Cat 
do revive the Prieſt : Which whilſt they were doing, the Fox returned home 
;: to WMalepardus, for he imagined the Cat was paſt all hope of eſcape ; but the 
t poor Cat ſeeing all his Foes buſie about the Prieſt, he preſently began to gnaw 
is and bite the Cord, till he had knawed it quite aſunder in the midſt, which 
1- done, he leapt out of the Hole, and roaring and tumbling (like the Bear) to 
„the King's Court: But before he got thither it was fair Day, and the Sun 


being riſen, he entred the Court like the pitifulleſt Beaſt that ever was be- 

held; for by the Fox's Craft, his Body was beaten and bruifed ; his Bones 

2? *fhivered and broken; one of his Eyes loſt, and his Skin rent and mangled, 

This when the King beheld, and faw 7ibert fo pitifully mangled he grew 

* infinitely angry, and took Counſel once more to revenge the Injuries upon 

the Fox. After ſome Conſultation, Grimbard the Brock, Reynard's Siſter's | 

Son, ſaid to the reſt of the King's Council; My good Lords, though my Un- | 

cle were twice as evil as theſe Complaints make him, yet there is remedy e- | 

nough againſt his Miſchiefs: Therefore it is fit you do him Juſtice, as to 2 | 

Man of his Rank, Which is, he muſt be the third time {ummoned, and then 

if he appear not, make him guilty of all that is laid againit him. Then the 

King demanded of the Brock whom he thought titteſt to ſummon him, or 

Who ſhould be ſo deſperate to hazard his Hands, his Ears, nay his Life with 

2 one ſo tyrannous and irreligious. Truly, anſwered the Brock, if it pleaſe 

pour Majeſty, I am that deſperate Perſon who dare adventure to carry the | 

* Meſſage to my moſt ſubtle Kinſman, if your. Highneis but command me.“ | 

RA F.: Veal). 

8 How Grimbard the Brock was ſent to bid the Fox to Court, | 
d BB *T*HEN ſaid the King to Grimbard, for I command you; Yet take heed 
- F 0 of Reynard, for he is ſubtle and malicious. The Brock thanked kis Ma- 
)- jeſty, and ſo taking his humble Leave, went to Malepardus, where he found- 

Reynard and Ermelin his Wife ſporting with her young Whelps: Then havy- | 

ing ſaluted his Uncle and his Aunt, he faid, take heed fair Uncle, that vour F 


Abſence from the Court add not more Miſchief to your Cauſe than the Of. | 
Fence doth deſerve : Believe it, it is high time you appear at the Court, ſince | 
y your Delay doth bring you more Danger and Puniſhment : The Complaints 
2 'againſt you are infinite, and this is your third time of Summons; therefore 
s Your Wiſdom may tell you, that if you delay but one Nay further, there is | 
y not left to You or Yours any hope of Mercy; for within three Days your 


Caſtle will be demolithed, your Se made Slaves, and your ſelf exempted | 
SIE 2 | tor | 
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for a publick Example. Therefore my beſt Uncle, I beſeech you recollect 
| your Wiſdom, and go with me preſently. to the Court, I doubt not but your 
Dijcretion will excuſe you for you have paſt thorough as many eminent 
Periis, and made your Foes afhamed, Whilſt the Innocence of your. Cauſe hath 
born you. ſpotleſs from the Tribunal. Reynard.anſwered, Nephew, you ſay 
true; and IMI be acvifed and go with you, not to anſwer Offences, - but 
in that I know the Conrt ſtands in need of my Counſel : The King's Mer- 
cy I doubt not, if I may come to ſpeak to his. Majeſty, though my Offences 
were te: rimes doubled; for I know that the Court cannot ſtand without me; 
and that ſhall his Highneſs underſtand truly: Though I know I have many 
Enemies yet it troubles me not; for mine Innocence ſhall- weaken their Inju- 
rics,.and.they ſhall know that in high Matters of State and Policy Reynard can- 
not be miſſing: They may well harp upon Things, but the Pitch and Ground 
muſt come from. my Relation: It is the Envy of others hath made me leave 
the Court; for though I know. their Shallowneſs. cannot diſgrace me, yet 
may their Multitudes oppreſs me: Nevertheleſs,” Nephew, I will go with you 
to the Court, and anſwer for my. ſelf, and not hazard the Welfare of my 
Wife and Children; the King is: too mighty, and though he do me Iujury 1 
will bear it with Patience. N | | 
This ſpoke, he turned to his Wife and ſaid, Dame Ermelin, have a care of 
my Children, eſpecially .Reynzkiz my youngeſt Son; for he has much of my 
Love, and I hope will, follow my Steps; and Roſſel is paſſing hopeful, and 
I love.them entirely; therefore regard them, and-.if I eſcape, doubt not but 


my Love ſhall requite you... | 
At this Leave taking Ermelin wept, and her Children howled, for their 
Lord and Victualler was. gone, and Malepardus left unprovided. 


TC: H. A P. IX. 5 
K Hew Reynard ſhrave him to Grimbard the Brock. | 

AJ HEN Reynard and Grimbard had gone a good Way on their Journey, 
V. Reynard ftayed, and faid, Dear Nephew, blame me not if. my Heart 
be full of Care, for my Life is in great. Hazard; yet to blot out my Sins 
with Repentance, and to caſt off the Burden, give me Leave to ſhrive my - | 
ſelf unto you: 1 know. you are holy, and having received. Penance for my, 
Sin, my Soul- will be at quiet. | 
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The MOR ATL. 5 
In the ſending of the Brock to fetch the Fox is ſhewed, that when the Vicious cannot 

be overtaken and brought to anſwer, then it is meet to uſe their own Weapons againſt 

them, and with Policy, which can no way better be done than oy -employing their own 


Ciadred, and ſuch as they-moſt dearly affect, to perſwade them becauſe Affection is ever 
2 Prevailing Oraror. = 
Grimbard 
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3 -- Grimbard bid him proceed... Then ſaid: the Fox, Confiteboy tibi pater. Nay, 
* b Aid the Brock, if you will ſhrive to me do it in Exgliſb, that I may under- 


t ſtand you: Then faid Reynard, Ihave grievouſly offended againſt all the Beaſts 
n that live, and eſpecially mine Uncle Br#iz the Bear, whom I-lately maſſacred, 
el and Tibert the Cat, whom I enſnared- in a Gin: Lhave treſpaſſed againſt 
T3 Chanticleer and his Children, and have devoured many of them; nay, the King 
”- 3 hath not been quit of my Malice, for IJ have ſlandered him and his Queen. 
* 1 have betrayed Jſegrim the Wolf, and called him Uncle, though no part 
2 of his Blood ran in my Veins. I have made him a Monk of E, where 
„ ll became alſo one of the Order, only to do him open Miſchief. I made him 
+ 3 bind his Foot to the-Bell-Rope to teach him to Ring; but the Peal had like 
J 3 to have coſt him his Life, the Men of the Pariſh beat and wounded him o 
e lore, | 
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away, ſo that the Prieſt cried out kill the Fox; for never Man ſaw- any thing | 
ſo ſtrange, that the Fox ſhould come into my Houſe, and take my Meat from 


x before me, this is a Boldneſs beyond Knowledge; and with theſe Words he 
threw the Knife at me, but he. mifſed me, and I ran away, whilſt he purſu- | 
| ed me, crying: Kid the Fox, Kill the Fux: and after him a World of People, | 


whom 1 led to the Place where Iſegrim was, and there let my Hen fall, for 
it was too heavy for me: (yet much agaigſt my Will) and chen ſpringing || 
through a Hole, 1 got into Safety. Now. || 
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and aKnave wall be a Knave in deſ pight af all Per ſuaſions and good Counſel. 


- Now as the Prieſt took up the Hen, he eſpied 7/egrim, and then cried out, 
ſtrike Friends, ſtrike, here is the Wolf, by no means let him eſcape us. Then 
the People came all together, with Clubs and Staves, and with a dreadful 


Noiſr, giving the poor Wolf many a deadly Blow, and ſome throwing Stones 


after him, hit him ſuch mortal Blows on the Body, that the Wolf fell down 


as if he had been dead; which perceived, they took him and dragg'd him by 


the Heels over Stocks and Stones, and in the end threw him into a Ditch: 


without the Village, and there he lay all Night; but how he-got thence. 1 
know not. | 7 


Another time J led him to a Place where I told him were ſeven Cocks 
and Hens ſet on a Pearch, all luſty and fat; and hard by the Place ſtood a 


falſe Door on which we climbed: Then I told him if he could creep in at 
that Door he ſhould find the Hens. Then Iſegrim with much Joy went laugh- 
ing to the Door, and entering in a little, and groping about, he faid, Rey- 


nard you abuſe me, for here is nothing. Then replied I, Uncle, they are 


further, and if you will have them you muſt adventure for them; thoſe which 
- uſed to fit there-1 my ſelf had long ſince; At this the Wolf going a little 
further, L gave him a Puſh forward fo that he fell down into the Houſe, and 


his Fall was ſo great, and made ſuch a Noiſe, that they which were aſlcep 


in the Houſe awaked, and cried that ſomething was fallen down at the Trap- 
door, whereupon they aroſe and lighted. a Candle; eſpying him, they beat 
and wounded him to Death... bt : | 


Thus I brought the Wolf to many Hazards of his Life, more than I can 


now either. remember or reckon, which as they come to my Mind, I will 
- reveal to you hereafter. 1 have. alſo- grievoull offended againſt Dame Ar/e- 
winde his Wife, of which I muſt repent me; for it was highly to her Diſ- 
honour. Uncle, ſaid Grimbard, I underſtand you not, you make your Shrift 


unperfect; for you ſay you have offended, but declare not in what. Pardon 


me Nephew, I know you hate to hear Diſhonour of Women: The Truth is, 
J have lien with her: Thus have I told. you my Wickedneſs; now order my 
Penance as (hall ſeem fit in your Diſcretion. 


n 
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The MORAL. 
The ſhrift of the Fox ſheweth, that when evil Men are in Danger, then they ever feign 


moſt Religion; and by a ſhew of Penitence win Pity from all thoſe that dive not into the 
depth of their deceitand knavery, whereby though they be never ſo evil, yet they get a good 


Name, and ſteal Opinion of the Multitude. By the Abſolution which the Brock gave the 


Fox, is ſhewed how eafily an honeſt fimple Man may be brought to believe a Knave's Pe- 
nance, and how apt they are to forgive Treſpaſſes upon feigned Sorrow, which indeed 
mould not be done without a more ſtrict and ſevere Examination. The Fox's leading the 
Brock by the Monaſtery, and taking the Capon ſheweth, that where Wickedneſs is rooted, 


and made as it were 4 Habit, that there, notwithſtanding all Hy pocrifie, will ſtill flaſn out; 


Now 


17 
37 
| 
uy 


Now Grimbard was both learned and wiſe, and therefore broke a Rod from 
a Tree, and ſaid Nephew, you ſhall three times ſtrike your Body with this 
Rod, then lay it dowyn upon the Ground, and ſpring three times over it with- 
out bowing of your Legs, or ſtumbling; then ſhall you take it up and kiſs it 
gently, in ſign of your Meekneſs and Obedience to your Penance; which done, 
you are abſolved of your Sins committed to this Day; for I-pronounce unto 
you clear Remiſſion. At this the Fox was exceeding glad, and then Grimbard 


ſaid unto him: See that henceforth Uncle, you do good Works; Read your 


Pſalter, go to Church, faſt Vigils, keep Holy-days, give Alms, and leave your 
ünful and evil Life, your Theft and your Treaſon, and then no doubt you 
ſhall obtain Mercy. 

The-Fox promiſed to perform all this; and ſo they went together towards 
the Court: But a little beſide the Way as they went ſtood a religious Houſe 
of Nuns, where many Geeſe, Hens and Capons went without the Wall: And 
as they went talking, the Fox led Grimbard out of his right Way to that 


a fat young Capon, which ſtrayed a little from his Feltows, at which he 


. ſuddenly leapt and caught him by the Feathers, which flew about his Ears; 


but the Capon eſcaped : Which Grimbard ſeeing, ſaid 3 Accurſed Man, what 
will you do, will you for a filly Pullet fall again into all your Sins: Miſchicf 
it ſelf would not do it: To which Reynard anſwered, Pardon me dear Ne— 


thall no more wander. 


towards the Pullen, and could by no Means refrain it; for the Ill that was 
bred in his Bones till tuck to his. Fleſh, and his Mind carried his Eyes that 
way as long as he could ſee them: Which the Brock ſeeing ſaid ; Fie diſſem- 
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which J have ſlain and betrayed, in which Devotion you have hinder'd me. 


the Court, which, as ſoon as the Fox ſaw his Heart quaked for fear; for 


heinous. 
C H A Pr” Þ, 


om the Fox came into the Court, and. how he excuſed bimſclf,” 


X his Kinſman were arrived there, every on from the higheſt to the lows 


eſt prepared bimſelf to complain of the Fox: At Which Rynard's Heart quake 
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Place, and finding the Pullen walking about the Barn, amongſt which was 


phew, I had forgotten my ſelf; but 1 Will ask Forgiveneſs, and mine Eyes 


And then they turned over a little Bridge; but the Fox ſtill glances his Eve | 


bling Couſin, why wander your Eyes ſo after the Pullen > The Fox replied 
Nephew, you do me Injury ſo to miſtake. me; for mine Eyes wandered not, - 
but I was ſaying a Pater. Noſter for the Souls of all the Pullen and Geeſe - 


Well, ſaid Grimbard, it may be ſo, but your Glances are ſuſpicious. Now _ | 
by this time they were come into the Way again, and made haſte toward 


he- knew well the Crimes he was to anſwer, for they were infinite and 


S ſoon as it was known at Court, that Reynard the Fox and Grimbard 


| 
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ed; but his Countenance kept the old Garb, and he went as proudi s ever 
mne was wont, with his Nephew through the Street, and-came:2s gallantly-in- 
to the Court, as if he had been the King's Son, and as Flear from Treſpaſs us 
the moſt innocent whatſoever. And hen he came beforethe'Ghair of State, in 
which the King fat, he ſaid : Heaven give your Majeſty Glory and Renown above 
all the Princes ef the Earth: I aſſure your Highneſs there 4s never a King had a 
'rruer Servant than my ſelf hath been to you, and yet am, and ſo will die: Never- 
Fheleſs (my dread Lord) I know there be many in this Court that ſeek my Confuſion, 
they could win Belief in you Majeſty ; but you ſcorn the Slanders of Malice: 
ARA although in theſe Days, Flatterers baue tbe «moſt Room in Prince's: Courts, 
yet mith you it is not ſo; nor ſhall they reap any thing but ſhame for their Labour. 


" 7 
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But the King cut him ſhort at theſe Words, and faid; Peace, tray terous 
* Reynard, I know your Diſſimulation, and can expound your Plattery; but 
. both ſhall now fail you : Think you Ican be caught with the Muſick of your 
| Words: No, it hath too often deceived me; the Peace which I commanded 
and ſwore unto, that have you broken. | 
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The MORAL. 

In the Fox's appearing at the Coutt is ſhewed: That when a Malefactor is brought be- 
fore the Jultice, that then is che fit time for all. Men that have heen injured to utter their 
Caplaiats, becauſe then only Redre is is to be had. In the Lion is expreſt the lawfulneis 
of \uſtice, and how terrible ir is to every Offender, eſpecially ſuctr as have the guilt of Con- 

ſci: ace Within them. The Fox's bold Behaviour ſhews, that impudent Malefactors, when 
. they are called in queſlion, make their Audacity their chief Guard; and by railing again 
ir Adveriaries, do ſeek to extenuate the Looſeneſs of their Offences; but Truth and 
iaftice will not be hood winks. And 
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And as'he would have gone forward Chanticleer cried out: O how have 1 


2 loſt by this noble Peace; be ſtill Chanticleer, ſaid the King, and then he pro- 


cerded: Thou Devil amongſt good Ones, with what Face canſt thou fay 
thou loveſt me, ſeeing all thoſe wretched Creatures ready to diſprore thee, 
waoſe very Wounds yet ſpit bloody Vengeance upon thee; and for which, 
believe, thy deareſt Lite hall anfwer. n nomine Parris, fc. ſuid the Fox, 
My dread Lord, if Brains Crown be bloody, what is that to me: If your 
Majeſty employed him in a Meſſage, and he would neglett it to ſteal Honey 
at the Carpenter's Houſe, where he received his Wounds, how fhall I amend 
it? If Revenge be ſought, why did he not take it himſelf: he is ftrong and 
puiſſant; it was not for to be lookt on as my Weakneſs. | 

As for Tibert the Cat (whom I received with all Friendſhip) if he, againſt 
my will or Advice, will ſteal into the Prieſt's Burn to catch Mice, and there 
loſe his Eyes, nay his Life, wherein is my Offence > or how become I their 
Guardian? O my dread Lord, you may do your Royal-Pleaſure; and how— 
ever mine Innocence plead, yet your Will may adjudge me to what Death 


contents you: Iam your Vaſſal and have no ſupport but your Mercy, I know 


your Strength and mine own Weakneſs, and that my Death- can yield you 
but ſmall Satisfaction; yet whatſoever your Will is, that to me ſhall be molt 
acceptable. And as he thus ſpake, Belin the Ram ſtept forth, and his Ewe- 
dame: ſeway, and beſought the King: to hear their Complaint; and with 
them Bruin the Bear and all his mighty Lineage; Tibert the Cat, Iſegrim the 
Wolf, Kay ward the Hare, and Panther the Boor, the Cammel, and Bruel the 
Gooſe, the Kid and the Colt, Bauldin the Aſſe, Bortle the Bull, and Hammel 
the Ox, the Weeſel, Chanticleer the Cock, and Partlet with all her Children. 
All theſe with one entire Noiſe cried out againſt the Fox, and ſo moved the 
King with their Complaints that the Fox was taken and arreſted. 
--1C-HAFP. XI. 
. How the Fox was arreſted and judged to DEATH. 

| PON this Arreſt a Parliament was called, and every Voice went that 
| Reynard ſhould be. executed : Notwithſtanding he anſwer'd every Objec- 


tion ſeverally, though great Art was ufed in one and the other, to the won- 


derful Admiratian of all that heard him: But Witneſs examined, and every 
Proof made pregnant, the Fox was condemned, and Judgment was given that 


_he ſhould be hang'd till his Body were quite dead. At which Sentence the 


Fox caſt dawn his Head, .for all his Jollity was loſt, and no Flattery nor 
Words nov7. prevailed. This done, Grimbard his Nephew, and divers others 
near him in Blood (which. could not endure to ſee him die) took their leave 
of the King, and departed from the Court, When the King noted what gal- 
lant Gentlemen departed thence all ſad and weeping, being; near of the Fox's 
Blood and Alliance, he ſaid to himſelf: It behoveth us to take good mature 
Counſel ; though Reynard have eme Faults, yet he have many Friends and 
mare . d | 
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As the King was thus thiaking, the Cat ſaid to the Bear, Sir Brain, and 
y« u Sir 1ſegrim, why are you ſo flow in this Execution? the Even is almoſt 
come, and there be many Buſhes and Hedges, if he eſcape and quit himſelf of 
this Nanger, his Subtilty is ſo great, that not all the Art in the World ſhall 7 
ever again intangle him: If you mean to execute him, then proceed; for be- 
fore the Gallows can be made it will be dark Night. At theſe. Words 1/e- 7 
grim remembring himſelf, ſaid; There is a Pair of Gallows near at hand,. 
and with that fetch'd a deep Sigh, Which he noting, ſaid, are you afraid Sir 
Iſegrim? Or is the Execution againſt your Miad 2 You may remember it only * 
was his Work, that both your Brethren were hanged:. And. ſure had you ®? 
Judgment you would hang him for the ſame, and not thus ſtand trifling time. 
But Iſegrim half angry; anſwered; your Anger puts out the Eye of your 
Reaſon; yet had we a Halter that would fit his Neck, we would ſoon diſ- 
patch him. Reynard that had been ſilent a great while, ſaid : 1 befeech you 
ſhorten my Pain: Sir Tibert hath a Cord ſtrong enough; in which himſelf * 
was hang'd at the Prieſt's Houſe when he bit off the Prieſt's Genitors: beſides 
he can climb well and ſwift: O let him be my Executioner, for ite neither 
beſeemeth Iſegrim nor Bruin thus to do with their Nephew : Jam ſorry I live 
14 to ſee it. But ſince you are ſet to be my Hangmen, play your Parts and de- 
1 lay not: Go before Brain and lead my way; follow IJegrim, and beware 1 
in eſcape not. You ſay well, ſaid Bruin, it is the beſt Counſel Lhave heard you give. 
17S So forth they Went; and Jſegrim and all his Friends guarded the Fox, lead- 
ing him by the Neck and other Parts of his Body. When the Fox felt 
this Uſage he. was diſmayed ; and ſaid, O why do you put yourſelves (my 
beſt Kinſmen) to this Pain to do me hurt? Believe it, I could well ask you 
forgiveneſs, though my Pains be pleaſant unto you, yet well L know, did my 
Aunt your Wiſe underſtand my Trouble, ſhe would, for old Affection ſake, 
not ſee me thus tormented 3 but L am ſubject to your Wills, and can endure % 
your worſt Malice: As for Bruin and Tibert, Leave my Revenge. to Juſtice, > 
and with you the Reward of Traytors if you do not me the worſt of your 
Power. I know my worſt Fortune, and Death can come but once unto me: 
I wiſh it were. paſt already; for to me it is no Terror: I ſaw my Father die, 
and how quickly he vaniſh'd, therefore the worſt of Death is familiar unto * 
me. Then ſaid Jfegrim, let us go, for his Curſe ſhall not light on me by de- 
laying: So he on one ſide, and Bruin on the other, led the poor Fox to the 
Gallows: Tibert running before with the Haltar, hoped to be revenged of 
his Wrongs formerly received. When they were come to the Place of Exe. 
cution, the King and Queen, and all the reſt of the Nobility took their Place 
to ſee the Fox die. 
Then Reynard full of Sorrow, and buſily bethinking himſelf how he might | 
eſcape that Danger, and how to enthral and diſgrace his proud Enemies, and 
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The Ancient Hiſtory of Reynard the FOR, a5 
alſo how to draw the King on his Party, ſaying to himſelf; though the K. 
and many others be offended with me, as they have reiſon, (for 1 have tho- 
roughly deſerved it) nevertheleſs, yet I hope to live to be their beſt Friend. 

During this Meditation, the Wolf ſaid, Sir Bruin, om remember your In- 
juries; take your Revenge in a full Meaſure, for the Day is come we wiſh'd for. 
Tibert, aſcend quickly, and bring the Rope to the Gallows, and "make a running 
Nvoze ; for this Day you ſhall have your Will of your Enemy: And good Sir Bruin, 
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When all Things were prepared, the Fox ſaid: Nom my Heart is heavy, for 
Death ſtands now in all his Horror before me, and Icannot 1 81 My dread Lord 
the King, and you my Sovereign Lady the Queen, and you my Lords, that ſtand 
to behold me die, I beſeech you grant me this charitable Boon, that I may unlock 
my Heart before you, and clear my Soul of her Burdens, ſo that hereafter no Man 
may be blamed for me; which done, my Death will be eaſie, and the Aſſiſt ance of 
your Prayers will raiſe my Soul to Heaven. 
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. The MORAL. | 
By the Violence of the Bear, the Wolf and the Cat, in purſuing the Fox co death, and 
making themſelves Executioners, is ſhewed the great Malice of great Perſons againſt their 
Enemies, and ſuch from whom they have received Miſchief; in which they will many times 
hazard their Honours for their Revenges; lo blind is Wrath, and fo deformed it makes 
Men that are cloathed thererewith. The Fox's Patience and mild temper thews, that when 
Men are in Extremity, they muſt make uſe of all their Vertues, eſpecially Meekneſs; for 
that ſooneſt doth inſinuate with Men's Natures, and draws forth Pity ; whereas Roughneſs 
ever increaſech Miſchief. © MF g 28 
"Show D 2 CHAP. 
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28 The Ancient Hiſtory of Reynard the FOX. 
CHAP. XII. | 
How Reyrard made his Confeſſion before the KING, 
Very Creature now took Compaſſion on the Fox, and ſaid his Requeſt 
was ſmall, bah the King to grant it, Which was done. And then 
the Fox thus ſpoke. Help me Heaven; for I ſee no Man here whom ] have not © 
offended : Tet was this Evil no natural inclination in me; for in my Youth 1 was 
accounted as virtuous as any breathing: This ktow, I play'd with the Lambs all 
the Day long, and took Delight in their pretty Bleating ; yet at laſt, in my Play, 
J bit one, and the Taſte of the Blood was ſo ſweet, that ſince I could never forbear ® 
it. This Liquoriſh Humour drew me into the Woods amongſt the Goats, where 
hearing the Bleating of the little Kids, I flew one of them, and after to more; 
which Slaugbter made me ſo hardy, that then I fell to murder Hens, Geeſe, and © 
other Pullen: And thus my Crimes increaſed by Cuſtom, and Fury ſo poſſeſt me, b 
that all was Fiſh which came to my Net. © 1 
After this, in the Winter -Seaſon, I met with Iſegrim, whereas he lay hid un- 
der a hollow Tree, and he unfolded unto me how he was my Uncle, and laid the 
Pedigrees down ſo plain, that from that Day forth we became Fellows, and Compa- |: 
nions, which Knot of Friendſhip I may ever curſe ; for then began the Flood of our 
Thefts and Slaughters; he ſtole the great Things, I the ſmall; he murder'd Nobles, 
I the meaneſt Subjects; and in all his Actions his Share was ever the greateſt ; 
when he got a Ram, a Calf or a Weather, bis Fury would bardly affo;id me the 
Horns to pick on; nay when he had an Ox or a Cow, after himſelf, his Wife and 
ſeven Children were ſerved, nothing remained to me but the bare bones to Pick on, 
This I ſpeak, not in that I wanted, (for it ts well known I have more Plate, *few- 
els and Coin than twenty Carts are able to carry) but only to his Ingratitude. 
I When the King heard. him ſpeak of this infinite Treaſure and Riches, his 
"i Heart grew inflamed with defire thereof, And he ſaid, Reynard, Where is 
N that Treaſure you ſpeak of: The Fox anſwered, my Lord I ſhall Willingly 
1 tell you; for it is true, the. Wealth was ſtolen, and had it not been ſtolen 
in that manner as it was, it had coſt your Higneſs's Life (which Heaven 1 
beſeech keep ever in their Protection.) When the Queen heard that dangerous 
Speech, ſhe ſtartled and faid, What Dangers are thoſe you ſpeak of Reynard? 
1 do command you upon your Soul's Health, to unfold theſe doubtful Speeches, 
and to. keep nothing conceabd. which concerns the Life of my dread Lord, 
The. Fox with a ſorrowful and fad Countenance replied to the Queen, O 
my dread Sovereign Lady, at What infinite Eaſe were I if I might die at 
this preſent, but gracious Madam, your Conjuration and the Health of mine 
own S.ul-ſo prevaileth with me, that I will diſcharge my Conſcience, and 
ſpeak nothing but what 1 will make good, with the Hazard of Damnation. 
»Tis true, the King ſhould have been moſt piteouſſy murdered by his own Peo- 
ple, and J muit confets by thoſe of my. neareſt Kindred, .whom I am unwil- 
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The Ancient Hiſtory of Reynard the FOX. 29 
ling to accuſe, did not the Health of my Soul and the Failty of the King 
command - the contrary: The King much perplext at this Diſcovery, ſaid; Is 
this true, Reynard, which you proteſt? The Fox anſwered, Alas, my dread 
Lord, you ſee the Caſe wherein J ſtand, and how ſmall Sand is left in my 
Glaſs to run: Can your Majeſty imagine I-will now difſemble> What can the 
whole World avail me when my Soul perifheth > And at that he trembled, and 
looked ſo pitiful; that the Queen had great Compaſſion of him, and humbly 
beſought the King, for the Safety of his own Royal Perſon, to take ſome 
Pity of the Fox; and commanded all his Subjects to hold their Peace, and 
keep ſilent till he had ſpoke the uttermoſt of his Knowledge: All which was 
preſently done, and the Fox proceeded in this manner. Since it is the Pleaſure 
of my Sovereign Lord the King, that his Royal Life lieth in the Balance with 
my preſent Death, I will freely and boldly unfold this capital and foul Trea- 
ſon, and in this Relation, not ſpare any guilty Perſon for any Reſpect what- 
ſoever, Whether in Blood, Greatneſs or Authority. 

Know then, my dread Sovereign Lord the King, that my Father by 2 
ſtrange Accident, digging.in the Ground, found out King Ermetick's Ticaſurs. 
being a Maſs infinite and innumerable; of which being poffeſt, he grew io 
proud and haughty, that he beheld in ſcorn all the Beaſts of the Wilderneſs, 
which before had been his Kinſmen and Companions. At laſt he cauſed Ti- 
bert the Cat to go into the vaſt Forreſt of Arden to Bruin the Bear, and to 
render him his Homage and Fealty ; ſaying, if it would pleaſe him to be K. 
he ſhould come into Flanders, where my Father received him nobly. Then 
preſently he ſent for his Wife, Grimbard my Nephew, and for Iſegrim the Wolf, 
and for Tibert the Cat: Then theſe five coming before Gaunt, and the Vil 
lage call'd Elf, they held a ſolemn Council for the ſpace of a whole Night; 
in which, by the Aftſtance of the Devil, and the ſtrong Confidence of ray 
Father's Riches, it was there concluded, that your Majeſt? ſhould be forth- 
with murdered, which to effect, they took a folemn Oath in this manner. 
The Bear, my Father, Grimbard and the Cat laying their Hands on Yi 
Crown, ſwore firſt to make Bruin their King, and to place him in the Chair 
of State at Acon, and to ſet the Imperial Diadem on his Head; and it by 
any of your Majeſty's Blood and Alliance they ſhall be gain-ſaid, that then 
my Father with his Treaſure ſhould hire thoſe that ſhould utterly chaſe and 
root them out of the Forreſt, 

Now after this determination held and finiſhed, it happened that my Ne- 
phew Grimbard, being on a time high flown with Wine, he diſcover'd this 
damnable Plot to Dame Slopart his Wife, commanding her upon her Life to 
keep ſecret the ſame; but the forgetful of her Charge, diſcloſed it in Confeſſi 
on to my Wife; as they Went a Pilgrimage over an Heath, with like Con- 
juration of Secreſie: But. ſhe, (Womar like) contained it no longer than the 
met 
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30. The Ancient Hiſtory of Reynard the FOX. 
1 met with me, and gave me a full Knowledge of all that paſſed 5 yet ſo, that 
by all means I muſt keep it ſecret too; for the had ſworn by the three Kings 
of Cullen never to diſcloſe it? and with all ſhe gave me fuch Affurance by cer- 
tain Tokens, that I right well found all was true Which ſhe had ſpoken ; in- 
ſomuch that the very Affright thereof made my Hair ſtand upright, and my 
Heart became like Lead, cold and heavy in my Bofom, which made me call 
to mind the Story of the Frogs, who being free without Subje&tion;\.com- 
- plained to Jupiter, and defired they might have a King to rule and govern 
over them, and he preſently ſent them a Stork, which eat and devoured: 
them up, fo that by his'Tyranny they became the moſt miſerable of all Crea. 
_ tures: Then they complained again to Jupiter for Redreſs, but it was then 
too late; for they that could not» be content with their. Freedom, muſt.now:.. 
of necellity ſuffer in Thraldom. | ns Wakes bg. 
Thus] feared it might happen with us, and thus I ſorrowed for your Ma- 
jeſty, although you little reſpect my grieving :.I know that the Ambition of: 
the Bear and his Tyranny is ſo great, that ſhould the Government come in- 
to his Hands, (as Heaven forbid) the whole Common- wealth will be deſtroy- 
ed: Beſides, I know your Majeſty of fo royal and Princely a Birth, ſo migh- 
ty, ſo gracious, and ſo merciful, that it had been a-damnable Exchange, to 
haue ſeen a ravenous Bear ſit in the Throne of a Royal Lion; for there is 
in the Bear and in his Generations, more prodigal. Looſeneſs and Inconſtan- 
cy, than in any Beaſt What ſoever. | | 
[ But to proceed, from this Sorrow: I began to meditate how I might un- 
do my-Father's falſe and wicked Conſpiracies, Who ſought to bring a Tray- 
tor and a Slave into the Throne Imperial; for I well perceiv'd, as long as 
he held the Treaſure there Was a poſſibility of depoſing your Majeſty; and 2 
this troubled my Thoughts exceedingly,: ſo that-I laboured how I might find 7 
out where my Father's Treaſure was hid; and to that end- I watch'd and 
attended Night and Day; in the Woods, in the Buſhes, and in the open Fields; 
- nay, in all Places whatſoever. my: Father turned his Eyes, there was I ever 
watching and attending. Now it happened on a time, as I was laid flat. down 
on the Ground, I faw my Father come running out of a Hole, and as ſoon 
as he was. come out, he gazed round about him, to ſee if: any diſcovered: him: 
Then ſeeing the Coaſt clear,” he ſtopped the Hole With Sand, and made it ſo 
even, ſmooth and plain that no curious Eye could diſcern a difference berwixt A 
zit and the other Earth; and where the Print of his-Foot remained, that 
with his Tail he ſtroaked over, and with his Mouth ſo ſmoothed: it, 5 
no Man might perceive it; and indeed, that and many other Subtilties 
learned of him there at that Inſtant. When he had thus finiſhed, away he 
went towards the Village about his private Affairs. Then went 1 preſent- 
ly towards the Hole, and notwithſtanding all his Subtilty, I quickly found 
| it 
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The Ancient Hiſtory of Reynard the FOX. 31 
it out: Then entred I the Cave, where 1 found that innumerable quantity 
of Treaſure, which cannot be expreſſed; which found, I took Ermelin my 
Wife to help'me, and we ceaſed no Day nor Night, with infinite great Toil 
and Labour, to carry and convey this Treaſure to another Place, much more 
convenient for us, Where we laid it ſafe from the Search of any Creature. 

Now during the time that my Wife and I were thus employed, my Father 
was in Conſultation with the reſt of the Traytors about the Death of the 
King: In which Conſultation it was concluded, that 7jegrim the Wolf ſhould 
travel over all the Kingdom, and promiſe to all Beaſts that would take Wa- 
ges, and acknowledge. Bruin for their Sovereign, and defend his Title, a full 


Vear's Pay before-hand; and in his Journey my Father accompanied him, 


carrying Letters Patents ſigned to that Purpoſe, little ſuſpecting that he was 
rob'd of the Wealth which ſhould ſuppiy his Treaſon. 

When this Negotiation was fix'd between Elve and Saam, and a World of 
valiant Soldiers rais'd againſt the beginning of the next Spring, then they re- 
turned to Bruin and his Conſorts, to whom they declared the many Perils 
they had eſcaped in- the Dukedom of Saxony, Where they were purſued by 
Huntſmen and Hounds, ſo as they hardly eſcaped with Life. 

After this Relation they ſhewed Bruin their Muſter-rolls, which pleaſed + 
him exceedingly ; for here was of 1ſegrim's Lineage about twelve hundred 
ſworn to the Action, beſides the Bear's own Kindred, the Foxes, the Cat's, 
and the 7 1 all which would be in readineſs upon an Hour's warning. 
All this I found out (I praiſe Heaven) by perfect Intelligence. Now things 
being brought to this Perfection, my Father went to his Cave of Treaſure; 
but when he found it open, ſpoild and ranſack'd, it is not in me to expreſs - 
the infinite Agony he fell into; that of Grief converting to Madneſs, and 
Madneſs to Deſperation, ſuddenly he went to the next Tree and hanged - 
himſelf. 

Thus by my Art only was the Treaſon of Bruin defeated; for which I now - 

ſuffer ; from hence ſprang my Misfortune; as thus theſe foul Traytors, Bruin 
and Iſegrim being of the King's private Counſel, and fitting in his high and 
great Authority, tread upon me poor Reynard, and work my Diſgrace: Not- 
withſtanding, for your Majeſty's ſake 1 have loſt my natural Father. O my 
dread Lord! What is he or who can tender you better Affection, thus to 
loſe himſelf to ſave you? The King and Queen having great hope to get this 
ineſtimable Treaſure from Reynard, took him from the Gibbet, and entreat- 
ed him to unfold where this great Treaſure was. 

But the Fox replied, O my Lord! ſhall 1 make mine Enemies my Heirs ? 
Shall theſe Traytors which take away my Life, and would devour yours, be 
poſſeſt of the Good I-enjoy ? No, that's a Madneſs I'll never die guilry of. 
Then ſaid the Queen, fear not Reynard, the King ſhall faye your Life, aud 

; | g'alt 
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ze The Ancient Hiſtory of Reynard the F OX, 
grant your Pardon, and you ſhall henceforth ſwear Faith and'true Allegiance 
to his Majeſty. The Fox anſwered, Deareſt Madam, If the King out of his 
good nature give Credit to my Truth, and forgive my former Offences, there 
Was never King ſo rich as-1.-will make him. Then, the- King interrupting 
the Quezn, ſaid; Madam will you believe the Fox :- Know you not that it 
is his natural Quality to lie, - (teal and deceive? The Queen. anſwered, My 
Lords Now you may boldly belierxe him; for however in his Proſperit 
he was tull of Errors, yet now you-may ſee he is changed: Why, he ſ. arath 
not to accuſe his own Father; nay Grambard, his deareſt Nephew. and Kinſ- 
man; had he difle;nbled he might have laid this Imputation on other.Beaſts, and 
not on thoſe he loved moſt intirely. 
Well Madam, ſaid the King, you ſhall at this time rule me, and all the 
Offences of the Fox I will clearly pardon : Yet with this Proteſtation, that 
if ever again he offend in the ſmalleſt Crime whatſoever, that not only him- 
ſelf but his whole Generation, I will utterly root out. of my Dominions. 
. The Fox looked ſadly when the King ſpake thus (but was inwardly glad at 
11. his Heart) and ſaid, My dread Lord, it Were a huge Shame in me ſhould.1 3 
1 ſpeak any Untruths in this great Preſence. | 3 
640 s Then the King (taking a Straw from the Ground) pardoned the Fox of 
v ol Yu his Treſpaſſes which either he or his Father had ever committed. If the 
j | Fox now began to ſmile it was no wonder, the Sweetneſs of Lite. required 
By jt: Yet he fell down before the King and Queen, and humbly thanked them 
1 # for their Mercy, proteſting for that Favour he would make them the richeſt 
1 Princes in the World. And theſe Words the Fox took up a Straw, and pro- 
i hl fercd it unto the King, .2nd-faid-to. him, My dread Lord, I befeech your Ma- 
| jcſty to receive this Pledge as a Surrender unto your Majeſty, of all the Trea- 
3 of Lure that the great King Erwetick was Maſter of, which I freely enfeoffe 
| you out of my meer voluntary and free Motion. At theſe Words the King 

Ni received the Straw, and ſmiling gave the Fox great Thanks for the ſame. 
{| (but the Fox laughing outright to think of the abuſe.;From that Day forward 
11 no Man's Counſel prevailed with the King as the Fox's, which the Fox ſee- 

a ing, ſaid; The King my gracious Lord, you ſhall underſtand, that at the 
Weſt ſide of Flanders there ſtandeth a Wood called Huſterloe, near wich run- 
10 neth a River named Crekenpit; this is a Wilderneis fo vaſt and unpaffable, 

þ that hardly in all the Year there cometh either Man or Woman in the ſame, 


„52 


In it have I hid all this Treaſure, Wwhither I would have your Majeſty 
and the Queen to go; for I know none but yourſelves whom 1 dare truſt 
in ſo great a Deſign: And when your Highneſs comes thither you ſhall find 
two Birch Trees growing by the Pit, into. which you ſhall enter, and there- 
in you ſhall find the Treature which conſiſteth of, the Coin, rich Jewels, and 
the wealthy Crown which King Ermetick wore: With which Crown Bruin 
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the Bear ſhould have been crowned, if his Reaſon had ſucceeded according 
to his Determination: There hall you ſee many rich and precious Stones, 
of — oremma you are poſſeſt, then remember the Love of your Servant 
Reynard. | 

| The King anſwered, ' Sir Reynard, you muſt yourſe!f help to dig for this 
Treaſure, or elſe I ſhall never find it. I have heard often of Paris London, 
Aeon and Cullen, but Crekenpit I have never heard of; therefore I fear you 
difſemble. The Fox bluſhed at theſe Words, yet with à bold Countena:ce 
ke ſaid, Is your Majeſty ſo doubtful of my Faith: Nay then, I will prove 
my Words by publick Teſtimony: and with that he called forth Kuyward che 
Hare from among the reſt of the Beaſts, and commanded him to come be- 
fore the King, charging him upon his Faith and Allegiance whick he bore 
to the King and Queen, to anſwer ſuch Queſtions as he ſhould ask him. The 
Hare anſwered, I will ſpeak Truth in all things, though I were ſure to dic 
for the fame. 

Then faid - Fox, know you not where Crekenpit ftandeth> Yes ſaid the 
Hare, I have known it in any time this dozen Years; it ſtandeth in a Vocd 
called Huſter/ve, upon a vaſt Wide) Wilderneſs, where I have endured much 
Torment both of Hunger and cold: Beſides it was there where Father 578 


1 mon the Friar made falſe Coin, with which he fupported himſelf and his 


Fellows; yet that was before Ri the Hound and I became Companions. 
Well, faid the Fox, you have ſpoken ſufficiently, go to your Place gain: 
So away went the Hare. 

Then ſaid the Fox, my Sovereign Lord the King, what ſay you now to 
my Relation: Am-I worthy of your Belief or no: The King ſaid, Yes Rey- 
zard, I beſeech thee excuſe my Jealouſies, it was my Ignorance which did 
thee Evil: Therefore forthwith make Freparation that we may go to the 
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| The MORAL. 

By the Fox's Confeſſion and Accufſation of his Enemies, is expreſt a three-fold Sub ilty 
in the Fox; 1. by his voluntary Confeſſion of his Faults is ſhewed his Sorrow for the 
ſame, and the little hope he had of Life; which piercing into the weak Nature of the C. 
being a Woman, and ſubje& ro Pity, begor Compaſſion toward him, 2. The zccufing 
of thoſe 'whom he was known moſt aſſuredly to love, was a Means to draw Belief to that 
he ſpoke. 3. The engaging of the Life of the King, and making the Treaſon ſo foul, 
was a way to fright the Queen and others of the like Tenderneis of Heart, and to bring 
his Enemies into Diſgrace and Scandal; wheretn be Fox ſheweth, that he which wi!“ fl n- 
der, or will have any Untruth believed, muſt firſt ſtreng hen his Opinion with Pity. 2 
get belief, and Jaſtly- exerciſe his Miſchief: Againſt all which a wiſe Min 'will th» his 
Ears as the Lion did, if he be not over-tempted by thoſe he loves, a+ the Lion was by nis 
Queen and his own Covetouſneſs, in deſiring that infinite Treaſure, than which there 
is nothing draws a Man ſooner to the Belief of an Untruth and falſho1; tur what a 
Man defires, his own Defire will make him credit; and where iuch Credit is given, chere 
commonly the Wicked eſcape from Punifhmenr, as here it fell out with the Fox. 
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Pit where this Treaſure lieth, The Fox anſwered; Alas! my Lord, do you 
imagine that I would not fain go with you; if it were ſo that I might g0 
without your Diſhonour, which I cannot do; for you muſt underſtand 
(though it be my Diſgrace) that when Iſegrim the Wolf, in the Devils name, 
would needs grow religious and turn a Monk, that then the Portion ot Meat © 


Which was for fix Monks was too little for him alone. 


, . : 4 > 
and am determin'd to Morrow, as ſoon as the Sun ariſeth, to take my way 


towards Rome to be abſolved; and from Rome I intend to croſs the Seas in- 
to the Holy-Land, and will never return again into my Native Country till 
I have done fo much Good, and ſatisfied for my Sins, that I may with Ho- 
nour and Reputation attend on your Highneſs's Perſon. The King hearing 


this faid; Since you ſtand accurſed in the Cenſure of the Church, I may 


not have you about me; and therefore I will at this time take Xayward the 
Hare and ſome others with me to Crełexpit, and only command you Reynard, 


as you reſpect my Favour, to clear. yourſelf of his Holineſs's Curſe. My 


Lord, ſaid the Fox, it is the only reaſon of my going. to Rome, neither will | 
I ret Night nor Day, till I have gotten a full Abſolution. The courſe. you 
take is good, ſaid the King, go on and proſper in your Intent and.purpoſe. 


CH A P. XIII. 


How Reynard the Fux was honoured of all Beaſts by the King's Commandment. 
S ſoon as this Conference was ended, the Royal King mounted upon his 
Throne, made in manner of a Scaffold, made of fair ſquare. Stone, and 

then commanded a great Silence among all his Subjects; and then every one 

ſhould take his Place according to his Birth, or Dignity in Office; only the 

Fox was placed between the King and Queen. Then ſaid the King; hear 

all you Noblemen, Knights, Gentlemen and others of inferior Quality, this 

Reynard one of the chief and ſupreme Officers of my Houſhold, whoſe Offences 8 

had brought him to the laſt reckoning of Life, as being in the Hands of the 


Law and. Juſtice ; but hath this Day, in requital of theſe Injuries, done that 
noble and worthy Service to the State, that both my {elf and. my Queen ſtand 
bound to render him our beſt Grace and Favour. . 
Therefore know that. for divers things (beſt known unto our ſelves) we have free- 
given Pardon to all his Offences, and reſtored back to him whatſoever to Us was 
Confiſcate : Therefore, henceforth 1 command all of you, upon the. Pain and Hazard 
of your deareſt Lives, that you fail not from this Day forward, to do all Reve- 
rence and Honour, not only to Reynard himſelf, but aljo to his Wife and Children, 
whenjoever or whereſoever you ſhall meet them, whether by Night or by Day: Nur 
that any one bereaſter be audacious, as to trouble mine Ears with any more Com- 


Plaints 


” | 
E 
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Whereupon he complained fo pitifully unto me, that Icommiſerating his * 


Caſe, (being my Kinſman) gave him Counſel to run away, which, he did. 3 
Whereupon I ſtand accurſed and excommunicated under the Pope's Sentence; 
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plaints of him; 1 his Nickedneſs he hath caſt behind him, and muſt no more be 
guilty of wrong doing: which to effect the better, to Morrow very early. be taketh 
his Journey towards Rome, where from the Pope he will purchaſe a fret Pardon 
and Iudulgence for all his Offences, and then a Pilgrimage to the Holy-Land. 


— 
5 
K 


—_ 


The MORAL. SOS 
By this Honour done to the Fox you may ſee, that when Policy and Wiſdom ger the 


Tee upper hand, of their Enemies, it never reſteth till it maketh known to the World the 
was Wereatneſs of their Conqueſt, both to expreſs their Ambition, as alſo ro extenuate theic 
ard 


Crimes and keep their Foes in Awe, with the gooly ſhews of New Grace and Favour. By 
the Complainr of the Raven, is ſhewed the aten and Fear of the weaker ſort, and 
how in their Troubles they fly to the Heads of Faction, and ſtir them up with their own 


ren, Nssfeties to prevent Evils. By the Wolf and the Bear's Commitment is ſhewed, that when 
Nor Nen complain in unſea ſonable times, they ever run themſelvs into moſt apparent and 
"oe Nrievous Miſchiefs. l | | 
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not only have forgiven the Evil receiv'd, but willingly have run into a ſecond 
Hazard. But.now Iſcgrim, with great,Majeſty and Pride.tracing,over.the Fields, 
came before the King and Queen, and, with the moſt bitter and expel Words, 
inveighed againſt the Fox in ſuch. a paſſionate and impudent Manner, that 
the King being infinitely moved with Diſpleaſure, cauſed the Wolf and the 
Bear to be preſently arreſted for High-Treaſon 3 which. ſuddenly' was done 
with all Violence and Fury; and they were bound hand and foot ſo faſt, i 
that they could not, ſtir nor move from the Place Where they Were couched : 3 
For when the Fox had thus enthralled and entangled them; he laboured 
with the Queen fo, that he got leave to have as much of the Bear's Skin as 
would make him a large Scrip-for his Journey, which granted, he wanted 
nothing but a ſtrong Pair of Shoes to defend his Feet from the Stones in his 
Travel: whereupon he ſaid to the Queen: Madam, Fam your Pilgrim; and 
if it would pleaſe your Majeſty but to take it into your Conſideration, you 
will find that J/egrim hath a Pair of long laſting ones, which would you © 
vouchſafe to beſtow upon me, I would Pray for your Majeſty's Soul in all my 
Travel about my charitable Devotion. Alſo mine Aunt Dame Arſewinde, 


hath other two Shooes, which would your Majeſty beſtow upon me, I ſhould 4 
be moſi-infinitely bound to you, nor. ſhould.you do her any Wrong becauſe 
ſhe goes ſeldom abroad... . © 4 


The Queen _— Reynard, I cannot perceive but you ſhould want ſuch 4 


Shoes; for your Journey is ful of Labour and Difficulty, both in reſpect of the 
ftony Mountains, and the gravel!z Ways; and therefore you ſhall have (though it 
touch their Lives never Jo nearly) from each of them a Pair af Shoes to accompliſh 


your Journey. woos g 
How Iſegrim, and his Wife Arſewinde bad their Shoes pluckt off for Reynard 
| to wear to Rome, 3 
X Fter the Fox had made his Petition, Iſegrim was taken, and his Shoes 
A puled off in a moſt cruel and violent manner, ſo that all the Veins and 
Sinews lay naked; nor durſt the poor maſſacred Wolf either complain or re- 
ſit, After he had been thus tormented, then Dame Arſewinde his Wife was 
uſed on the ſame manner on her hinder Feet, as her Husband was on his fore. 
Feet; which the Fox ſeeing, ſaid to her in a ſcornful manner: Dear Aunt, how 
much am 1 bound to you, that take all this Pains for my ſale: Queſtionleſs you ſhall Þ 
le a_Sharer- in my Pilgrimage, and take part in the Pardon I ſhall bring beyond the 
Seay by the help of your Shoes. olds 


. 


Then Arſewinde (though Speech was. troubleſome unto her) faid, Wed, Sir 
Reynard, you have hour Will accompliſh d, yet. Heaven, I.bope will requite that 
&1:{deed.: This ſhe ſaid, but her Husband and the Bear lay mute, tor thcir| 
Woutds Were grievous unto them; and ſurely had the Cat been there alto, 
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he had not eſcaped ſome extream Puniſhment. The next Morning very carly, 
Reynard cauſing his Shoes to be well oyl'd, put them on, and made them as 


fr to his Beet as they were to the Wolf, and then went to the King and 
Queen; and ſaid: My Lord and Lady, your poor Subject boweth himſelf before your 


Majeft ies, bumbly befeeching your Highneſfes to deliver me my Male and my Staff, 


bleſt according to the Cuſtom due unto Pilgrims. 


This ſaid, the King fent for Belin the Ram, and commanded him to fay 
folemn Maſs before the Fox, and to deliver him his Staff and his Mail, but the 
Ram refuſed, ſaying; My Lord, I dare not; for he hath confeſſed he is in 


the Pope's Curſe; And the King ſaid, What of that: Have not our Doctors 
told us, that if a Man commit all the Sins in the World, yet if he repent 


himſelf to be ſhriven and: do Penance, and walk as the Priefs fall ingruct 


him, that all is clearly forgiven him? And hath not Reynard done all this? 


Then anſwered Bellin, Sir, I am loth to meddle herein; yet if your Majeſty 
will bear me harmleſs againſt the Biſhop of Prendelor my Ordinary, and a- 
gainſt the Archdeacon of Looſe- wind, and Rapiamus his Official, I will effect your 
Commandment. At this the King grew angry, and ſaid; I ſcorn to be be- 
holden unto you: But when the Ram ſaw: the King offended, he ſhook for 
fear, and ran preſently to the Altar, and ſung Maſs, and uſed many ceremc- 
nies over the Fox, who gave little Refpect unto them; more than the deſire 
he had to enjoy Honour. And when Beilin the Ram had finiſhed his Oriſons, 
he. preſently hung about Reynard's Neck his Mail, which was made of the 
Bear's Skin, and putting into his right Foot a Palmer's Staff: And thus be- 


ing furniſhed of all things, he looked upon the King as if he had been loth” 


to depart, and feigned to weep, (tho' Sorrow and he were never farther aſun- 
der) only. his work Grief was, that all in that Preſence were not in the ſame 
caſe that the Bear and the Wolf were; yet he took his Leave of them, and 
deſired every one to pray for him as he Would pray for them: And then offering 
to depart, (knowing his own: Knavery, he was deſirous to be gone) the K. 
ſaid, Sir Reynard, I am forry- we muſt part ſo ſuddenly. Then faid the Fox, 


The MORAL. 
In the ſpoiling of the Bear of his Skin, and the Wolf of his Shoes, is ſhewed both the 
malice of a revengeful Enemy, that never thinks his Foe weaken'd enough, till he be ut- 
rerly ruined : As'aIſo*the Indiſcretion of an aver angry Nature, that cannot ſtay to give 
his Wrongs Advantage, but-utters his Spleen before he can ger Relief or Remedy, By the 
Ceremonies due-to the:Fox, - and the Curioficy of the Ram 1s ſhewed, that in Caſes of In- 
differency, (Where Authority hath Power to command) for any Mar to ſtand upon nice and 
principal Terms with his Superiors, doth not only -breed reprehenſion, but Puniſhment. 
By the Fox's Hy pocriſie is ſeen the Diſſimulation of worldly Men; and how to effect their 
Miſchief to the full height, they muſt put on a very falſe Cloak of Religiom. By the 
general Attendance of all the Beaſts on the Fox, is ſhewed the Flattery and Baſeneſs of 
many People, that never look how good a Man is, but how great; and that Fayour and 
Countenance is ever enough to command all their Services. . 


there 
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there is no Remedy my Lord, nor ought I to be flow in { devout an Ac- 
tion. Then the King took Leave, and commanded all that were about him, 
but the Bear and the Wolf to attend Reynard ſome part of his Journey. O! 
he that had ſeen how. gallant and perſonable Reynard Was, and how well his 


Staff and his. Mail became him; as alſo how: fit his Shoes were to his Feet, 
it could not have choſen but have ſtirred in him very much Laughter. 


Vet the Fox carried himſelf outwardly very demurely: However inward- 


_ iy he ſmiled at the abuſes he had caſt among them; eſpecially to ſee his Ene- 


mies now his Attendants, and the King whom he had moſt palpably wrong- 
cd with his falſe Lies, to be aiding to all his vain Deſires, did accompany 
him alſo as if they had been his Companions. - But the Fox being now on- 
ward in his way, he ſaid to the King, I beſeech your Majeſty trouble your 
ſelf no further, but have reſpect to Eaſe, and the Danger that might happen 


your Royal Perſon; for you have arreſted two, capital 'Traytors, who, if in 


your Abſence they ſhould get at Liberty, the Danger were infinite that might 
enſue thereon. 


And this ſaid, he ſtood upon his hinder Feet, and intreated the Beaſts that 


were in his Company, and would be partakers of his Pardon, that they -would 
pray for him: Which done, he departed from the King with an exceeding 


fad and heavy Countenance. Then turning to Kayward the Hare, and Belin the 


Kam, he ſaid (with a ſmiling Countenance) my beſt Friends, ſhall we part 
thus ſoon : I know your Loves will not leave me yet: With you two-I was 


never offended,. and your Converſations are agreeable to my Nature; for you 


are mild, loving and courteous, religious, and full of wiſe Counſel, even ſuch 


as my (elf was when I was. firſt a Recluſe; if you have a few green Leaves 
or a little Graſs, you are as well content as with all the Bread and Fiſh in 


the World, and you are temperate and modeſt :: And thus with a World of 


{uch like flattering Words, he enticed theſe two that they were content to 


CHAP. XV. 


So along with him. 


Ham Kayward the Hare was ſlain by Reynard the Fox, and ſent by the Ram to 


the KING. 


us marched theſe three together; and when Reynard was come to the 


1 Gates of his own Houſe, he ſaid to Bellin, Couſin, I will intreat you 


to ſtay here without a little, whilſt I and Kayward go in; for I would have 


him a Witneſs of ſome private Paſſages betwixt me and my Wife. Be/iz was 
well content, and ſo the Fox and the Hare went into Malepardus, where 
they found: Dame Ermelin lying on the Ground, with her Younglings about 
her, Who had ſorrowed exceedingly for the:Loſs and Danger of her Hus 


band; but when ſhe ſaw his Return, her Joy was ten times doubled: But 
- beholding his. Mail, his Staff and his Shoes, ſhe grew into great Admiration, 


and 
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and faid, Dear Hausband, how have you fared» to whom he delivered from 
Point to Point all that had paſſed: with him at the King's Court, as well his 
Danger as his Releaſe; and that now he was to go a Pilgrimage, having left 
Bruin and Iſegrim a Pledge for him till his Return; as for Kayward, he ſaid, 


the King had beſtowed him upon them, to do with him what they pleaſed, 
affirming that Kayward-was the firſt that complained of him; for which que- 


ſtionleſs he vowed to be ſharply revenged. When Xayward heard theſe Words 


he was much ſurprized, and would fain have fled away but he could not: 
for the Fox had gotten between him and the Gate, who preſently ſeizd the 
Hare by the Neck; at which the Hare cried out to Bedin for help, but could not 
be heard, for the Fox in a Thrice had torn out his Throat; which done, he, 
his Wife and his young ones feaſted therewith merrily, eating the Fleſh and 
drinkipg-the Blood to the King's Health. But Ermelin growing ſuſpicious 
faid, I fear Reynard you mock me; as you love me, tell me how you ſped at 


the Court. 'Then he told her how extreamly he had flattered the King and 


the Queen, and abuſed them with a feigned Promiſe of Treaſure, inſomuch 
that he knew, when it ſhould come to be revealed, the King would ſcek all 
the Means he could to deſtroy him. 

And therefore, Wife, ſaid he, there is no Remedy, but we muſt ſteal from 


hence into ſome Forreſt, where we may live in better Safety, and in a Place 
more fruitful, where we ſhall have all the delicateſt Meats that can be wiſht 


for; clear Springs, freſh Rivers, cool Shades and wholſome Air; here I know 
is no abiding: And now I have gotten my Thumb out of the King's Mouth, 


I:will no more come within the Danger of his Talons. Yet, ſaid Ermeliy, - 


I have no Fancy to go from hence to a Place where I am utterly unacquaint- 
ed : Here we poſſeſs all that we deſire, and you are a Lord over all that lives 
about you, and it is but an indiſcreet Hazard to change a certain Good for 


a hoped Contentment : Beſides we are here ſafe enough, and ſhould the King 
beſiege us never fo ſtraitly, yet have we ſo many Paflages and By-holes, that 


he can neither cut from us Relief or Liberty. 
O! what reaſon have. we then to flee beyond Seas > but you have ſworn 


it, that is my Vexation. Nay Dame, faid the Fox, grieve not at that, the 
more forſworn the leſs forlorn : Befides I have heard ſome fay, that a forc'd 


Oath is no Oath; nor do I account that this Pilgrimage will avail me a 
Ruſh, and therefore Pm reſolv'd I Will not ſtir from hence, but follow thy 


Counſel: If the King do hunt after me 1 will defend my ſelf as well as 1 


am able, and againſt his Power apply my Policy, ſo that being forced to o- 

pen my Sack, let him not blame me is he catch hurt by his own Fury. 
All this while ſtood Bellin the Ram at the Gate, and grew exceeding. an- 

gry both againft-the Fox and the Hare, that they made him wait fo long; 


and therefore called aloud for Reynard to come away; Which when Reyuard 


Heard 


— 
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heard, he went forth, and ſaid to the Ram, Good Belin be not offended, 
| Kay ward is in earneſt Conference with his deareſt Aunt, and entreated me to 


| ſay unto you, that if you would be pleaſed to walk before, he would ſpeedi- 
ly overtake you; for he is light of Foot and ſpeedier than you; nor will his 
Aunt part with him thus ſuddenly ; for.ſhe and- her Children-are much per- 
plexed at my Departure. * 5 
I but, quoth Bellin, methought I heard X ward cry for Help. How ! cry 
for Help! Can you imagine he ſhall receive hurt in my Houſe: far be ſuch 
a Thought from you; but I will tell you the Reaſon» As ſoon as we were 
come into my Houſe, and that Ermelin my Wife underſtood of my Pilgrimage, 
preſently ſhe fell in a Swound; which when ward ſaw, he cried aloud, 
O Be/in come and help my: Aunt, ſhe dies, ſhe dies! Then ſaid the Ram in 
ſadneſs, I miſtook the Cry, and thought the Hare had been in Danger. It 
was your too much Care of him, faid the Fox, but before he ſhould have 
any Injury in my Houſe, I would leave all reſpect either to Wife or Children. 
But letting this Diſcourſe paſs; you. remember Belin that Yeſterday the 
King and his Council commanded. me, that before I departed the Land, 
ſhould ſend unto him two Letters, which I have made ready, and will in- 
treat you, my deareſt Couſin, to bear them to. his Majeſty. The Ram -anſwer- 
ed, I Would willingly do you Service, if there.be. nothing but -honourabke 
Matter, contained in your Letters; but I am unprovided of any thing to car- 
ry them in. The Fox faid, that is provided for you already, for you ſhall have 
my Mail, which you may. conveniently hang about your Neck: I know-they | 
will be thankfully received of his Majeſty ; for they contain Matters of great | 
Importance. 4 | + + i 
Then Be4in promiſed to carry them: So the Fox returned into the Houſe, 
and took the Mail and put therein the Head of Kayward, and brought it to 
the Ram, and gave him great Charge not to look therein till it was pre- 
ſented to the King, as he did expect the King's favour; and that he might 
farther endear himſelf with his Majeſty, he bad the Ram take upon him the 
Inditing of the Letters, which will be fo pleaſing to the King, that queſti- 
Onleſs he wHl pour upon you many Favours. e 1 
The Ram was exceed ing glad of his Advice, and thanked the Fox, ſaying, 
That the Favours he did him ſhould not die unrequited; and 1 know: it will 
be much to my Honour, when the King ſhall think I am able to indite with 
ſo great Perfection, for I know that there be many in theſe Days as ignorant 
2s 1 am, that are riſen to high Promotion, only by taking upon them the 
worth of other Men's Labours; yet-I pray you Reynard, farther adviſe me, 1s 
it meet that I take Kayward along with me: O by no means, ſaid the Fox, let 
I: | him come after you; for I know his Aunt will not yet part with him; beſidex 
; 1 Ihaye other ſecret things to impart to him, which may not be revealed. 3 
© \_— _—_ 
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ſid, Bellin took Leave of the Fox and went toward the Court, in whic'! 
Journey he made ſuch Speed, that he came thither before Noon, Where he 
found the King in his Palace ſitting amongſt the Nobility. 

The King wonder'd when he ſaw the Ram come in with the Mail which 
was made of the Bear's Skin, and ſaid, whence cœneſt thou Bellin? and where 
is the Fox, that you have that about you? Be/in anſwer'd, my dear Lord, I 
attended the noble Fox to his Houſe, where after ſome Repoſe, he deſired 
me to bear certain Letters to your Majeſty of infinite great Importance, to 
which Feaſily conſented. Whereupon he delivered me the Letters incloſed 
in this Mail, which Letters my ſelf had formerly indited, and I doubt not 
but are ſuch as will give your Highneſs contentment and Satisfaction. Pre— 
ſently he commanded the Letters to be delivered to Bocart his Secretary, who 
was an excellent Linguiſt, and underſtood all Languages, that he might read 
them publickly: So he and Tilert the Cat took the Male from Belliu's Neck, 
and opening the ſame, inſtead of Letters they drew out the Head of Kay: 
ward: at Which being amazed, they ſaid, Wo and alas! what Letters call 
you: theſe? Believe it my dread Lord, here is nothing but the Head of the 
poor murdered'Xayward, Which the King ſeeing, he ſaid, Alas how unfor- 
tunate Was I to believe the trayterous Fox? And with that being oppreſt with 
Anger, Grief and Shame, he held down his Head for a good ſpace, and ſo 
did the Queen alſo: But in the end, ſhaking of his curled Locks, he groaned 


out ſuch a dreadful Noiſe that all the Beaſts of the Forreſts trembled to hear. 


Then ſpake Sir Firapel the Leopard, who was the King's neareſt Kinſman, 
and ſaid, Why is your Majeſty thus vexed in Heart > This Sorrow might ſerve 
for the Queen's Funeral. I do beſeech you affwage your Anguiſh; are not 

ou the King and Maſter of this Country > And are not all ſubject to your 
Power The King replied, Couſin, this is Miſchief beyond Endurance: I am 
betrayed by a baſe Villain and Traytor; and have been made wrong and a- 
buſe my beſt Friends and Subjects, even thoſe of my Blood and neareſt Coun- 
ſel; I mean the ſtout Bruin and valiant Tſegrim, whoſe Wrongs cry aloud to 
my Diſhonour; yet in my ſelf I found an unwillingneſs thereto, only my 


The MORAL. © 

Zy the killing of the Hare is ſhewed, .That,whereas Men, out of the lightneſs and eaſi- 
nets of their Belief do give Credit to the Enticement of their Adverſaries, new recon- 
ciled Friends, that evermore ſome evitable Miſchief doth ſtill follow ſuch Folly and Impro- 
vidence. Alſo how eafily a malicous Man can find cauſe of Quarrel with ſuch as are too weak 
for them; or as Eye-fores ſtand between them and the end of their Purpoſes; are able to 
reveal and hinder their Projects. By the Ram's carrying the Hare's Head to the Lion, and 
taking upon him to indite the Letters which he ſav net, is ſhewed that ſuch vain-glorious 
Pick-puries of other Qualities, do ever carry their own Shames and Diſreputations; and 
when they look for moit Hongur and Renown, they reap nothing but Milery, Scorn and 


Diſgrace. 
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Queen's Pity working upon the Eaſineſs of my Belief, made me guilty of that 


which will evermore grieve me. Why, ſaid. the Leopard, What of all this: 
You are above all your Injuries, and with one Smile can ſalve the greateſt 


Wound that can be made in Honour: You have Power to recompence; and 


what Reputation is it that Reward will not ſawder? As for the Bear that 
loſt his Skin, the Wolf and his Wife Dame Arſewind that loſt their Shoes, 


vou may in recompence (ſince Bein hath: confeſt himſelf a Party in this-foul | 
Murder) beſtow: him and his Subſtance upon the Parties grieved: As for Rey 


nard, we will go and beſiege his Caſtle, and having arreſted his Perſon, hang 
him by the Law of Arms without further Tryal. 
How Bellin the Ram and his Lineage were given to the Bear and the Wolf. 


T O this Motion of the Leopard the King conſented : So that #ixapel.forth- 


with went to the Priſon where the Bear and the Wolf were, and ſaid 
My Lords, I bring a free and general Pardon from the King, and his Love 
and Recognition of you Injuries; which to recompence in ſome large man- 


ner, out of his Princely. Bounty, he is pleaſed to beſtow upon you both Bel- 
lin, the Ram and his whole Generation, with whatſoever they poſſeſs; which 


is. now confiſcated, to his Majeſty, to hold from heneeforth to you and yours 
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till Doomsday, With full Commiſſion to ſlay, kill and devour them Where- 


ſoever you find. them, be it in Woods, Fields or Mountains. Alſo the King 
granteth unto you full Power to hunt, kill or wound Reynard the Fox where- 
ſever you find him or any of his Lineage or Generation; and of this great 
Privilege, you. {hall receive Letters: Patents at your Pleaſure, with only a 


Re ſer vation of your Safety, and Homage due to his Majeſty, which 1 advife 4 


you to accepts; for it would redound much to your Honours... h 


Thus Was the Peace made between the King and theſe Nobles by the Leo- 3 


pard, and Bella the Ram was forthwith ſlain by them; and all theſe Privi- 


leges doth the Wolf hold to this Hour: Nor could any Reconcilement be x 
made between them and the Ram's Kindred. When this Peace was thus fi- E 
niſhed, the Kigg for Joy thereof proclaimed a Feaſt to be held for twelve 


Days after, Which Was done with all Solemnity. 


To this Feaſt came all manner of wild Beaſts, for it was univerſally known 


throughout the whole, Kingdom; nor Was there wanting any delight or 
picainre that could be imagined; as Muſick, Dancing, 
Privcely Kecregtions. As for ſeyeral Meats, they were in that abundance, 


asking, and all | 


that che Court ſemed a/Store-houſe which could not be emptied. Alſo, to 
this Heal tetorted abundance.of.Feathered-Fowh and all other Ceatures that 


- 


held Sac Mich his: Majeſty; and no one miſſing but the Fox. 


% 


Muv utter this: Feaſt had. thus continued in all Pomp for the ſpace. of eight | 


Days, about high Noon came. Zapri/ the Coney before the King and Queen, 


79 
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as they fat at Dinner, and with a heavy and lamentable Voice ſaid, My gra- 
cious and great Lord, have Pity upon my Miſery, and attend my Complaint, 
which is of great Violence, Force and Murder, which Reynard the Fox would 
2 Yeſterday have committed againſt me as I paſt by the Caſtle of Malepardus : 
3 whereſtanding without his Gates, attired like a Pilgrim, J ſuppoſing to paſs 
peaceably by him towards my Neſt, he croſt my Way, ſaying his Beads fo 
3 gevoutly that I ſaluted him: But he returning no Anſwer, ſtretcht forth 
bis right Foot, and-gave me ſuch a Blow on the Neck, between the Head 
and Shoulders that-I imagined my Head had been ſtricken from my Body; 
but yet ſo much Memory was left me that I leapt from his Claws, tho? no? 
| zrievouſly hurt and wounded, At this he grieved extreamly becauſe Jeſcap- 
cd, only of one of my Ears he utterly deprived me; which I beſcech your 
hk. | Majeſty, in your Royal Nature to Pity, that this bloody Murdercr may not 
g lire thus to afflict your poor Subjects. 1 

Now ü whilſt the Coney was thus ſpeaking to the King, there came flying 


r - oo Re pow 


7 : 
* into the Court: Corband the Rook, who coming before the King, ſaid, Great 
. King, I beſeech you vouchſafe to hear me, and pity the Complaint IT mall 
h utter: So it is, that I went this Morning with Sharpbeat my Wife, to re— 
rs create ourſelves on the Heath, and there we found Renard the Fox lying on 


-o-. the Ground like a dead Carcaſs, his Eyes ſtaring, his Tongue lolling out of 
iz MF his Mouth like a dead Hound, ſo that we woundering at this ſtrange plight, 
re. began to touch and feel his Body, but found no Life therein at all. Then 
at went my Wife (poor careful Soul) and laid her Head to his Mouth to hear if 
a he drew any Breath; which ſhe had no ſooner done, but the foul Murderer 
ic waiting his time, fnatch'd her Head into his Mouth, and bit it quite off. 

At that 1 ſcreak'd out, and cried, Wo is me, what Misfortunes are theſe > 
But preſently the Murderer ftarts up, and reach'd at me with ſuch a bloody 
Intent, that with much trembling and Anguiſ 1 was fain to fly up in a Tree 
where 1 ſaw him devour up my Wife in ſuch a terrible manner, that the ve- 
Fry Thought is Death to me in repeating. 


ö fi- 

lve . — — 

| The MOR AL. 

Wn y the giving ofßellin unto his Enemies is ſhewed, that when ſimple Men give themſel ves 
Or Jo Pride and Vain Glory, they are overtaken bytheir Enemies; and made Slaves to Shame and 
all | Deſtruction. By the Complaints of the Coney is ſhewed, That when the Weak will believe 

the fair ſhews of the ſtrong and cruel, and fo commit their Saferies to their Enemies Mercies, 
ice, they ſeldom eſcape wich Life, or if they do by ſome hidden Providence, yet it is not with- 
to out ever ſome Maim, either to their Bodies or Reputation. The Complaint of the Rook 
hat Mews. that when the evil Man ſleepeth, or ſeemeth to have leaſt Power or intent of Wick- 

Te >dneſs, that then his Thoughts are moſt buſied and laborious to deſtroy the Innocent; and 

ght he Miſchief is more violent than when he lieth moſt apparent, and publiſheth himſelf 

She open Enemy; wherefore the ſimple and innocent ought at ſuch time to be moſt fear- 


an 
ul, and to keep fartheſt out of his Danger. 
F 2 The 
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The Maſſacre finiſhed, the Murderer departed, and.I went: to the Place and 
gathered the Feathers of my loſt Wife, which here I pfeſent hefore your 
Majeſty, beſeeching you to do me. Juſticez and ig ſu manner to rerenge 

| mine Injury, that the World may ſpeak; Fame of your great Excelency.; for 
! thus to ſuffer your Laws, Protection and ſafe Conducts to be yiolated and | | 
|; broken, will be ſuch Diſreputation and Scandal to your Crown and Dignity, 1 
A that your very Neighbours and Colleagues will note and point at your Re- 
| miſeneſs: Beſides, the Sufferance of the Evil will make you guilty of the 
= Treſpaſſes which ariſe from ſuch Sufferance: But to your great Conſiderations | 
| { leave it, ſince I know your Majeſty's own Goodneſs will make you care- | 
'Y ful of your Honour and Royalty. 1 
| F 3 
How the King being angry at theſe Complaints, took Counſel for Revenge : and how © 
Reynard was forwarned by Grimbard the Brock, : « 
HE Royal King was much moved with Anger, when he heard theſe | 
Complaints both of the Coney and the Rook; ſo that his Eyes darting. | 
| out Fire amongſt the Beams of Majeſty, his Countenance was dreadful tg 
look on, and the whole Court trembled to behold him. In the end he ſaid, | 
f By my Crown, and the Truth I evermore reverence and owe unto the Queen 
| my Wife, I will ſo revenge theſe Outrages committed againſt my Crown and. g 
Dignity, that Goodneſs ſhall adore me, and the wicked ſhall die with the re- 
incmbrance: His Flattery ſhall no more get Belief in mne. 5 
Is this his Journey to Rome and to the Holy-Land: are theſe the Fruits 
of his Male and Staff, and other Ornaments becoming a devout Pilgrim 2 Wel, 4 
he ſhall find the Reward of his Treaſons; but it was not my Belief, but the. 

Perſuaſion of my Queen; or am I the firſt that hath been deceived by that 

ſoft Gender, ſince many great Spirits have fallen through their Inticements: 

And this faid, he commanded all that were about him, both noble, worthy, 

and every diſcreet Spirit to aſſiſt him with their Counſel, and to lay him down 
ſuch” ſure Ground for his Revenge, that his Honour and Royalty might be a- 
new revived, and every Offender made to know and feel the heavy Price of 
their moſt unjuſt Actions. 3 
Iſegrim the Wolf and Bruin the Bear hearing the King's Words were won- 
derfully Well . and doubted not but now to gain their full Revenge 
againſt Reynard; yet ſtill they kept Silence, and ſpake not a Word, inſomuch 8 


that the King being much moved with their Dumbneſs, and noting. that none 
durſt freely deliver their Opinions, he began to bend his Forehead: But the 
Queen, after ſolemn Reverence, ſaid to the King. Monſieur croyez moi, ne croy:z 
par toutes les choſes que Pon vous dit, & ne jugez: pas legerement: Sir it is not 
the part of an excellent Wiſdom, to believe or proteſt in any thing, till the 
matter be made moſt apparent and pregnant to his Knowledge. Neither ſhouia 8 


22 
bork 
th 


* 


2 


both his Ears be engaged to any Complaint, but one ever reſerved to enter- 
- accuſed in Injury: And therefore Audire alteram partem, to hear the other 
yet I have ſtrong Ground for my Perſuaſion; or whether Reynard be £004 


bad, vet it ſtand with your Excellency not to proceed againſt him but by the 
true Form of our Laws, for he hath no Power to eſcape you, but muſt o- 


| brought- againſt him, yet I have that lodged in my Boſom which hall approve be 
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tain the Defence of any Accuſed; for many times the Accuſer exccedeth the 


Party is the Act of perfect Juſtice : For my own pat howſvever J have errtq, 


bey whatſoever your Sobriety can impoſe upon him. When the Queen had 
thus ſpoken, Hrapel the Leopard, to ſecond her Intreaty ſaid. My Lord, the 
Queen hath ſpoken graciouſiy, and I ſee not wherein your Majeity can ſtray 
from her Judgment: Therefore let him take the due Tryal of your Laws, 
and being found guilty of the Treſpaſſes whereof he is accuſed, let him be fum- 
moned z and if he appear not before your Feaſt ended, to clear himſelf or 
ſubmit to your Mercy, then may your HighneG.procecd againſt him as fhail 
ſeem beſt to your Pleaſure. 

To this Speech Jſegrim the Wolf replied, Sir Firapel, for my own part, 1 
think not any of this Aſſembly will diſſent from your Counſel, ſo it may ſtand with 
the Pleaſure of my Lord the King; yet this I dare maintain, that howſoever Rey 
nard ſhall clear himſelf of theſe, and a thouſand ſuch like Treſpaſjes that ſhall be 


bath forfeited his Life; but at this time his Abfence ſha!l- make me ſilent, only 
touching the Treaſure of which he hath informed his Majeſty to lie at Crekenpit 
in, Huſterloe: There never came a falſer Information out of the Mouth. of any Creas 
ture; for it was a Lie made out of Malice to wrong me and the Bear, and git him- 
ſelf Liberty to rob and ſpoil all that paſſed by his Houſe, as now he doth: But 
notwithſtanding I hold it meet, that all things be done as ſhall ſeem good to his © 
Majeſty, or ou Sir Firapel, yet this believe, that if be had meant to have appeared, 
he had been here long fince, for he had a Summons given him by the King's Meſſenger. 

To this the King anſwered; I will have no other Courſe of ſommoning him, 
but command all that owe Allegiance, or reſpect mine Honour, that forthwith they 
make themſelves ready for the War, and at the end of ſix Days appear before me 
with their Bows, Guns, Bombards, Pikes and Halberts; {ome own Horſeback, ſome 
on Foot; for I will beſiege Malepardus iaſtaztly, aud deſtroy Reynard and his 
Generation from the Earth for ever: This if any diſlike it let him turn his Back, 
that I may know him for mine Enemy. And they all-cricd with one Voice, 
We are ready to attend your Majeſty. 

When Grimbard the Brock heard this Determination, he grew excecding ſor- 
ry (though his Sorrow was deſperate) and ſtealing from the reſt of the Compa- 


ny, he ran with all. ſpeed poſſible ro Malepardus, neither ſparing Buſh nor 


Brier, Pale. or Rail: And as he went he ſaid to himſelf; : Alas! dear Uncle 
Reynard, into what Hazards art thou drawn, having. but one Step betwixt” - 
2 | thee 
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thee and thy Death; or at the beit thy everlaſting Baniſhent: Well may I 
grieve for thee, ſince thou art the Top and Honour of my Houſe, thou art 
wiſe and politick, and a Friend to thy Friends when they ſtand in need of 
thy Counſel; for with thy ſweet Language. thou can inchant all Creatures; 
but all now it bootleſs. | | 
With ſuch manner of Lamentations as theſe came Grimbard unto Malepar- 
aus, and found his Uncle Reynard ſtanding at the Caſtle Gates; w ad newly 
gotten two. young Pidgeons as they came creeping out of their Nęſt, to try 
how they could learn. to:fly. But now beholding his Nephew Grimbard, he 
{raid and ſaid, Welcome my beſt beloved Nephew, the only he that J eſteem 
above all my Kindred ; ſurely. you have run exceeding - faſt, for you ſweat 
Wonderfully. | | | 

What News Man: How run Squares at the Cout: O! ſaid Grimbard, ex- 
ceeding ill with you; for you have forfeited both your Life, Honour and 
Eſtate: The King is up in Arms againſt you with Horſemen. and Footmen, 
and Soldiers innumerable: Beſides Iſegrim and Bruin are now in more Favour 
with his Majeſty than Jam with you; therefore it is high time you have 
. great Care of your ſelf, for their Envy hath toucht you to the quick: They 
Have, informed againſt you, that you are a Thief and a Murderer: And tb 
-Fecond their. Informations, Lapril the Coney and Corbant the Rook have made 
neinous Complaints againſt you, ſo that from ſhameful Death. I fee no eſcape 
or Freedom. > . 75 

Tufb, ſaid the Fox, my dear Nephew, if this be the worſt let no-Sorow 
affright you but let us be pleaſant and chearful together; for though the King 
nd all the Court would ſwear my Death, yet will I be exalted above them 


all: Well may they prate and jangle, and tire themſelves with their Coun- 
els; but without the help of my Wit and Policy, neither can the Court or 


Commonwealth have any long Continuance. Come then my beſt Nephew, 


| . „oa 
The Anger of the Lion at the Fox's Treſpaſſes, ſhews the Diſpeſition of a good Prince, 
Frhich is ever moved and offended when his good Su bjects are injured; and the Perſuafion of 
. the Queen and the Leopard, ſhews the true Temperance which every Prince ſhould uſe 
when he adminiſters -Juſtice. The moderate, yer biting Words of the Wolf ſhews the 
_cunning Malice of a ſubrile Foe, who. before ſuch as are of his contrary Faction will con- 
.ceal the Violence of his Malice, that ſo he may gain a more quiet Attention; and then 
-mixing-his calm Words with bitter Promiſes and doubtful Injuries, doth the moſt he can 


-to-poyſon the Reputation of him he hateth, The Brock's going to the Fox, thewing the 


Office of al true Friend, Which both-giveth-Advice and Warning to them they love, When 
they ſee them run into. evil Courſes. The Fox's Careleſsneſs ſhews the true Nature of a 
deſperate Man; that when he hath. plunged himſelf into the Depth of Evil, hath nothing 
but an audacious Countenance and an impudent Shew to make him ſeem innocent; yer 
zevermore his Heart is nipt With the ſtinging of his Conſcience, as oft as he is alone; 
«high is the Torment ofrevery Offender. | 
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zet us enter into my: Caſtle and feaſt; I have a pair of fat Piagcons for vou— 
which are Meat of pure and light Digeſtion; I love not any thing better; 
they are young and tender, and may ahnoſt be fWãallowed whole, for their 
Bones are little other than Blood, yet come I ſay my Wife Ermelin will re— 
ceive you: kindly, but by all means report not to her of any Dangers, for flie 
is of a ſoft and melting Temper, and it may ftrike her into ſudden Sickneſs, 
for Women are apt to entertain Grier. | 

When we have feaſted, I will then to Morrow eariy in the Morning go 
with you to the Court, and if Ican but attain Speech with the King, I hall 
gaul ſome-deep enough; only this Ideſire, dear Nephew at your hands, that 
you will ſtand by me as one Friend and Kinſman ought to do by another. 
Doubt me not ſaid Grimbard, for both my Life and Goods ſhall be at your 
Service. I-thank-you Nephew, faid the Fox, and you ſhall not find me un- 
grateful. Sir, ſaid the Brock, be bold of this, that you ſhall come and make 
your anſwer before the Lords freely, for none ſhall dare to arref or hold you; 
for that Favour the Queen and the Leopard have got from the King. 

I am glad of that ſaid the Fox, nor care I then 2 Hair for their worſt 
Malice. And this ſaid, they went to Malepardus and found Ermelin ſitting. 
among her Younglings, who preſently aroſe and received the Brock with all 
Reverence, and he on the other part ſaluted. her and her Children with all 
Courteſie. Prefeatiy the two Pidgeons were made ready; and they ſupped 
together, each taking their Part, though none had ſo much as they defit'd. 
Then ſaid the Fox, Nephew how like you my Children Roſel und Reynardins ? 
I hope they will be an Honour to our Family; they are towardly Laſſure 
you; for the one lately eaught a Chicken, and the other hath killd a Pullet: 
they are all good Duckers, and can deceive both the Lapwing and the Mallard : I 
tell you true, I dare already venture them far, only I mean firſt to infirutt-them 
how to eſcape the Gins, and to prevent both the Huntſman and his Hounds : 
They are of the right Hair Nephew, and like me both in Countenance and 
Quality: They play Grinning, intangle ſoothing, and kill ſmiling: This is 
the true Nature of the Fox, and in this they are perfect, which is a great 


Pride unto me. 
CH AP. XVIII. 62441, 
How the Fox repenting his Sins, I his Confeſſion, and is abſolved by the 
| FOCk, 4 | 
INcle, ſaid the Brock, you may be proud that you have ſuch toward Chil- 
A. dren, and rejoice becauſe. they are of my Blood. I thank youu Nephevy, 
aid the Fox, but I know your Journey hath made you 'weary, therefore 
50u ſhall go to ret: To which the Brock - conſented, So they laid them 
down upon Straw Litter, and all ſlept ſoundly, but the Fox, whoſe Heart 
was heavy with Sorrow, lay ſtudying how he-might.beſt excuſe himſelf be- 
2 tore 
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fore the King. But as ſoon as the Morning began to riſe from the Top of 


the Mountains, he «roſe and Went with Grimbard toward the Court, yet 
before he went he took Leave of his Wife and Children, and faid; think not 
mine Abſence long, dear Wife and Children; for I muſt-go to Court with my 
Couſin Grimbard, aud though my Stay be more than ordinary, yet take no 
affright thereat; and what Tydings ſoever you hear, yet conſider all things for 


the beſt, and be careful of yourſelves, and keep my Cattle. clofe and well guard- 


ed; as for my ſelf doubt not but I will defeat all mine Enemies. 

Alas Reynard, ſaid his Wife, What moves you to take this ſudden Journey: 
the laſt time you were at Court, you know what Dangers you eſcaped ; and 
you vowed never to ſee it again. Will you now run a ſecond Hazard » Dame, 
aid the Fox, the Occurrences of the World are divers and uncertain, and we 
are ſubject to the Strokes of Fortune; but reſt you content, there is neceſſity 
that I go; and. I hope that my Stay will not be above five Days at the uttet- 
moſt, and ſo embracing his Wife and Children, he took Leave and departed; 
and as they journeyed over the Heath, Reynard ſaid to the Brock, Nephew, 
fince I was laſt ſhriven, I have committed many Sins; therefore I beſeech you 
let me make before you my Confeſſion, that I may paſs with leſs Trouble 


through my worſt Dangers. 


Then he proceeded, and faid, it is true Nephew, that I made the Bear re- 
ceive a great Wound for the Mail which 1 had cut off his Skin; and I cauſed 
the Wolf and his Wife to be ſtript of their Shoes; I appeaſed the King only 
with Falſhood; I feigned a Conſpiracy againſt his Majeſty's Life by the Bear 


and the Wolf, when there was never any ſuch Determination: Alſo J report- 


ed of great Treaſure to be hid in Faſterloe, but it was as fabulous as the reſt : 


I flew Kayward and betrayed Bein; I vrounded the Coney, and kill'd Dame 


Sharpbeak the Rook's Wife. Laſtly, I forgot at my laſt Shrift one great De- 


ceit which J commitzed, but I will reveal it, and thus it was. 


As J was talking with the Wolf between Hauthulſt and Elverding, we be- 
Held a goodly bay Mare grazing with a black Fole by her fide, which was 


exceeding fat and wanton : The Wolf at that time wes almoſt dead for Hun- 


ger, inſomuch that he entrea ted me to go to the Mare and know if ſhe would 


ſell her Fole: I went and demanded the Queſtion : The Mare ſaid ſhe would 


willingly fell ir for Money: I then ask'd the Price, and ſhe ſaid the Price 
was Written in her hinder Foot, which if I pleaſed I might. come and read 


it at my Pleaſure, but I that readily underſtood her politick - Anſwer ſaid, 
It is true I cannot read, neither do I want to buy your Fole, only I am a Met 


jenger from the Wolf, who hath a great Deſire to have it. Then ſaid the 


Mate, let him come himſelf and I will give him Satisfaction. Then went 1 
to the Wolf, and told him what the Mare ſaid, aſluring-him that if he pleaſed 
he might have his Belly full of the Fole, provided he could read, for the 


Price 
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Price was written in the Mare's hinder Foot. Read, ſaid the Wolf, what 
ſhould ail me? 1 can Couſin, read both Latin, French, Engliſh and Dutch: 
1 have ſtudied in Oxford, and argued with many Doctors: I have heard many 
ſtately Plays, and fitten in the Place of Judgment: I have taken Degrees in 
both the Laws, nor is there any Writing which J cannot decipher : So de- 
ring me to ſtay for him there, away he went to the Mare, and craved that 
he might read the Price of the Fole, to which the Mare conſented, and lift- 
ing up her hinder Foot, Which was newly ſhod with ſtrong Iron, and ſeven 
harp Nailheads : As the Wolf looked thereon, ſhe {mote him juſt upon the 
Forehead, that ſhe threw him over and over, and he lay dead in a Swound 
whilſt a Man might have ridden a Mile or better: which done away trot- 
ted the Mare with her Colt, and left the poor Wolf bleeding and wounded, 
inſomuch that he howled like a Dog. Then went I to him, and ſaid, Sir 


Iſegrim, dear Uncle, how do you? Have you eaten too much of the Colt? 


tndeed you are unkind that would give me no part with you, J went on 
your Meſſage honeſtly ; methinks you have out-flept your Dinner: Good Un- 
ole, tell me what was written under the Mare's Foot > Was it in Proſe or 
Rhime? indeed I would fain know it: I think it was a prickt Song, for I 
heard you fing: Nay you ſhew your Scholarſhip. in all Arts. 

Alas. Reynard faid the Wolf, I pray you forbear to diſdain me, for I am 
extreamly wounded, and my Anguith is ſo great, that a Heart of Flint would 
pity me. 'The damned Mare on her long Leg hath an Iron Foot, and I took 
the Nails to have been Letters, on which I looked; ſhe hit me fo full on the 
Head, I think my Scull is cloven. Dear Uncle, ſaid the Fox, is this Truth 
which you tell me? Believe it you make me wonder; why I took you for 
one of the greateſt Clerks in this Kingdom : Well I perceive the old Proverb 
is made good in you: The greateſt Clerks are not the wiſeſt Men. Poor 
Men may outſtrip them in Judgment; and the reaſon is, you great Scholars 
ſtudy ſo much that you grow dull, in that you ſo much over-labour. 
And thus with theſe Mocks and Taunts I brought the Wolf within a Hair's 


breath of Death's Door. And now fair Nephew, I have unladen my Con- 


{cience, and delivered as many of my Sins as can call to Remembrance, where- 
fore I beſeech you let me receive Abſolution and Penance ; and then come what 
Chance ſhall at the Court, I am armed againſt all Dangers. 

Then Grimbard ſaid, your Treſpaftes are great and heinous; nevertheleſs, 
who is dead muſt abide dead, and therefore I abſolve you upon aſſurance of 
your hearty Repentance; only the Contempt you made in ſending the King 
Kayward's Head: and the Abuſe of ſo many Falthoods will lie heavy upon you. 
Why, (aid the Fox, he that will live in the World to ſee this, and hear that 
and underſtand the third, muſt - ever converſe with Affliction. No Man can 
touch Honey but he muſt wy HERS I often feel Touches of Repen- 

tance, 
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tance, but Reaſon and our Will are in continual Combat; fo that I oft ſtand 
{til ar my Wits end, and cry out againſt my Sins, feeling a deteſtation of 
them; but preſently the World and her Vanities appear to me again: And 
when I feel ſo many Stones and Rubs in my Way, and the Examples of the 
crafty Prelates and rich Prieſts to inchant me, that I. am forthwith taken a- 
2ain: The World fills me with Covetouſneſs, and the Fleſh with Wantonneſs, 
10 that looſing my good Reſolutions, I am only for Hell and Wickedneſs. 

| hear the Singing, Piping, Laughing, Playing, and all kind of Mirth ; 
and 1 fee their Words and Actions ſo contrary, that nothing is more uncer- 
tain and various: From them J learn my lying, and from Court Lords my 
Flattery : For certainly, Lords, Ladies, Prieſts and Clerks uſe moſt Diſſimu— 
lation. It is an Offence to tell great Men Truth: And he that cannot dif- 
ſemble cannot live. I have oft heard Men ſpeak Truth yet they ſtill grac'd 
it with Falſhoods; for untrath many times happen into Diſcourſe unwil- 
lingly, and without Knowledge; yet having a handſome Garment it ever 
goes for current. | 

Dear Nephew, it is now in faſhion to lie, flatter, ſooth, threaten, pray 
and curſe, and to do any thing that may keep the weak in ſubjection; who 
do otherwiſe is held fooliſh : But he that cannot whimble Falſhood in Truth's 
Kerchief hath neither Art nor Cunning; but he that can do it, and deliver 
Error without ſtammering he may do Wonders; he may wear Scarlet, Gray 
or Purple: he ſhall gain. both by the Laws ſpiritual and temporal, and 
write himſelf Conqueror in every Deſignment. There be many that magni- 
fie they can do it neatly, but their Cunning. oft fails them; to that when 
think to feed of the full Morſels they ſlip quite beſide their Trenchers. 

Others are blunt and fooliſh, and for want of Method mar all their Di 
eourſes; but he that can give to his Lie a fit and apt: Concluſion, can pro- 
nounce Without ratling, and make it appear as Truth, fair and amiable, that 
is the Man, and worthy of Admiration. But to ſpeak the Truth, it is no 
Cunning that never makes the Devi] laugh: To lie well with a Grace, to 
lift up Wrong above Right, to. make Mountains and build Caſtles in the Air, 
to make them juggle and look thro? their Fingers, and all for hope of Gain 
enly; this, Nephew, is an Art beyond Expreſhon, yet evermore at the end 
cometh Miſery and Affliction. I will. not deny but ſometimes Men may jeſt 

The MORAL, | | 

The Fox's ſhtiving himſelf ro the Brock ſhews the Art of all Diſſemblers, which ever 
make Devotion their Cloak. By buying the .Fole of the Mare is ſhewed, that when proud 
Mei make Inſtrinents of witcr than themſelves, and ſuch as affect not their Qualities, the 
Service they do them is ever ro bring them ta Miſchief, Cc. Alſo when Ambition or 
Coverouſne's blinds Men, and. makes them truſt on their own skin and Knowledge, that 


then they ate ſucienly overcaken with one Miſchief or another, and- made a Mock and 
Scorn to their Foes; And ſuch are thoſe that lead them blindfold into all Evil. 
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or lie in ſmall. things; for he that will ſpeak all Truths ſhall ſometimes ſpeak 
out of Seafon. To play Placebo may now and then be born with; for who 
ſo ſpeaks always Truth ſhall find many Ruhs in his way: Men may err for 
need and mend it by courſe, ſince no Treſpaſs but hath his Mercy; nor any 
Wiſdom but at ſome time dulleth. Then ſaid the Brock, Utncir, you are 
ſo wiſe you cannot fail in any purpoſe, and Jam grown cnamoured of you 3 
your Reaſons ſo far ſurpaſs my Underſtanding, that there is no need of your 
Shrift; for your ſelt may both play the Prieſt and the Confeſſor: You know 
the World on ſuch fort, that it is impoſſible for any Man to halt before you. 

With theſe and ſuch manner of Diſcourſes they held on their Journey tows 
ards the Court; yet the Fox's Heart (for a!! his fair Shew) was ſad and hea— 
vy, yet his Countenance bewrayed it not; but he paſt withont Amazcment 
through all the Preſs of the Court, even till he came to the Preſence of 
the King; and the Brock marched cloſe by his Side, ſgying, Uncle be not 
afraid, but be of good Cheer; it is Courage of waom Fortune is cver enga- 
moured. Then ſaid the Fox, Nephew you ſay true, and your Counict wvals 


me: And ſo on he went caſting many diſdainful Countenagces on thuſe he 


lik'd not, or as who would ſay, here I am: What is it the proudeſt of you 
dare object. againſt me: He beheld there many of his Kin Which he knew lov- 
ed him not; as the Otter, the Bever, and divers others which I Will name 
hereafter; and many he ſaw that loved him. As foon as he was come into 


the View of the King he fel] humbly on his Knee, and ſpoke as followeth. 


C HA P. XIX. 
How Reynard the Fox excuſed himſelf before the King, and of the King's Anſwer. 
1 Hat Divine Power, from whom nothing can be hid, ſave my Lord the King, 
1 and my Lady the Queen, and give them Grace to know who hath done right 
and who hath done wrong ; for there are many falſe Shews in the World, and the 
Countenance bewrayeth the Heart, which I wiſh were openly revealed, and that 


every Creature's Treſpaſſes ſtood written in his Forehead, albeit it coſt me the ut- 


termoſt part of my Subſtance; or that you (my Sovereign Lord) knew me as near- 
ly as my ſelf, and how I diſpoſe my ſelf early and late, laboiring in your Ser- 
vice; for which cauſe only Malice makes all her Complaints againſt me, ſtriving to 
thruſt me out of your Grace and Favour : Iijomuch, that out of my Anguiſh I muſt 
needs cry Shame unto them which have ſo deadly belted me. Nevertheleſs, I know 
that you my Lord, and Sovereign Lady, are ſo excellent in your Judgments, that 
von will not be carried away with. Falſhoods : And therefore I humbly bejeech your 
Majeſties to take into your Wiſdoms all things according to the Right of your Laws, 
for it is Fuſtice I look for, aud deſire that he which ts guilty may feel the Weight of 
his Puniſhment : For believe it, dear Lord, it ſhall be known before I depart from 
your Court who I am, that I cannot flatter, but will jhew my Face with an un- 


blemiſhd Forehead. 
G 2 All 
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All theſe that were in Preſence ſtood amazed, and wondered when the 
Fox ſpake ſo ſtoutly. But the King with a ſtately Countenance, ſaid, Rey. 
nard, I know you are expert in Fallacies; but Words are nom too weak to relieve 
you : I believe this Day will be the laſt of your Glory and Diſgrace; for me I will 
not chide you much, becauſe I intend you ſhall live but a ſhort. time: The Love you { 
do bear me, you have ſhewed to the Coney and. the - Rook :. and your Requital will | 
be a ſhort Life on Earth. The ancient ſaying is, A Pot may paſs long to the 
Water, but in the end cometh broken home. And your. Evils have. ſo long ſuc: [4 
} 


1 
14 
4 


| ceeded that they will nom pay you the Hazard. 1 | 
aj At theſe. Words Reynard was ſtriken into a great Fear, and wiſhed himſelf - | 7 
far away; yet he bethought himſelf that now he. muſt bear through what 


Fortune ſoever came; whereupon he ſaid, My Sovereign Lord the King, it 4 
4 is but Juſtice that you hear me anſwer my Accuſations; for were my Faults | 
| more heinous than Malice could make them, yet Equity gives the accuſed leave 
" ever to anſwer. My Counſels have done you Service in. former. time, and 
may no leſs ſtill: I have never ſtarted from your Majeſty, but walked by. your - 
Side when others have gone from your. Preſence; if then my Enemies with 
their Slanders ſhall prevail againſt me, blame me not to complain. | 43 
Time. has been it was otherwiſe, and time may bring it to the old courſe, |}? 
for the Actions of good Servants ought not to be forgotten, I ſee here di- N 
vers of my Kindred and Friends, Which now make no value of me, whom * 
1 can prove to go about to deprive you of the beſt. Servant you poſſeſs. Can | 
your Majeſty imagine, if I had been guilty of the leaſt imagined Crime that 
I would thus voluntarily have made my Appearance, even in the throng of | 
mine Enemies: O! it had been to much Indiſcretion, nor would the. Liberty 
I had. been ſo cafily. ſubiected. But Heaven be thanked, I know. my Innocence, 
and dare affront my. worſt Enemy. Yet when my. Kinſman Grimbard firſt 
brought me the Tydings, 1 muſt confefs I was half diſtracted. with Anger, 
and had I not been in the Cenſure of the Church, I had appeared cer. they 
had. left Complaining but that detained me. A 
And I wandred. with Sorrow on the Heath :till-I_ met with my Uncle 
BY) Mart in the Ape, who far exceeded. any Prieſt in.paſtarial, Buſineſs ;. for he 
14. hath. been Attorney ton the Biſhop of Cambrick any time theſe, nine. Years: ® 
1 And ſeeing me in this, Agony. of Heart, he ſaid, Dear Couſin, Why are you 
thus heavy in Spirit, and why is your Cauntenance dejected? Grief is eaſy to 
carry when the Burden is divided amongſt Friends; for the Nature of a true 
Friend is to beho1d and relieve. that which Anguiſh Will nat hear. the Oppreſ- 
ſed to ſee or ſuffer. Then I an{wered, him, vou ſay true dear. Uncle, and 
the like is my Fortune, for Sorrow-is without. Cauſe laid upon me, and of 
that I am not guilty: I am accuſed by thoſe L ranked with, my beſt Friends; 
as. namely the Coney, who came Yeſterday to my Houle as I. Was ſaying my 


Martcins.. 
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Mattins, ſaying he was travelling towards the Court, but was at that time 
both hungry and weary, and therefore requeſted of me ſome Meat: I Wil- 
lingly conſented, took-him in, and gave him a Couple of Manchets and ſweet 
Butter; for it 'was on Wedneſday, on which Day I never eat Fleſh. Beſides 
it Was a Faſt, by reaſon the Feaſt of Whitfuntide Was near; at which we muſt 
have cleanſed and prepared our Hearts. 

Now .when: he had almoſt well refrein'd himfeif, my youngeſt Son Re“ 
came and offered to take away what he had left, (for you know the Nature 
of Children is ever eating and craving.) But preſently the Coney ſmote Rofſel 
on the Mouth that his Teeth bled, and the poor Fool fell dowen in a Sound, 
which when Reynardine my eldeſt Son beheld. he forthwith leapt to the Co- 
ney and caught him by the Head, and queſtionleſs had flain him had I not 


come to the Reſcue... Which done, I went and gave my Son Correction for 


his Fault. But preſently Lapril the Coney poſts to my» Lord the King and 
informs that I my ſelf ſought Means to murder him; Thus I am accuſe © 
without Cauſe, and brought in Danger, that in truth have beſt cauſe to ac- 
cuſe others. But not long after came Corbant the Rook flying to my Houſe + 
with a ſad Noiſe, and I demanding what he ailed: he anſwered, Alas, my 
Wife is dead! „ 
I craved-the Cauſe, he ſaid, a dead Hare lying on the Heath full of Morbs 
and Vermin, of which ſhe had eaten ſo much, that the Worms had gnawed:+ 
her Throat in ſunder, and without ſpeaking to me any more Words away 
he flew, leaving me much amazed, and now reports that I flew his Wife; 
which, how could I poſſibly by any means do, conſidering ſhe flieth in the Air, 
and I Walk on Foot on the Ground > Thus dear Uncle you may ſee how I 
am ſlandered; but it may be it is for my old Sins, and therefore I bear it 
with more Patience | 24 
Then ſaid the Ape to me, Nephew, you ſhall go to the Court and diſ- 
prove their Falſhoods. Alas Uncle, quoth I, it cannot be, for the Archdea- 
con hath put me in the Pope's Curſe, becauſe I gave Counſel to the Wolf 
to forſake his holy Orders, when he complained to me of his unableneſs to 
endure that ſtrict Life, and much Faſting; of which Act I now much re- 
pent me, ſince he repaid my Love with nothing. but Hatred and Malice, and 


with all the Slanders he can invent; ſtirring his Majeſty daily againſt me. 


Theſe things dear Uncle, bring me to my Wits end; for of Neceſſity I muſt - 
go to Rome for Abſolution; and in my Abſence, what Injury may happen to 
my Wife and Children through the Malice of theſe bloody Wretches, any one 
may gueſs:. Whereas en the other part, were I but free of the Pope's Curie, | 
then I-could go to the- Court and plead my own: Cauſe, and turn their Ma- 
lice. into their, own: Boſoms. | 


Then 
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Then faid the Ape, Couſin caſt off your Sorro for I know the Way 
of Rome well, and am experienced in theſe - Buſinꝗ for I am call'd the 
"Biſhop's Clerk; therefore I'll. go there and enter a: bs againſt the Arch-dea- 
con, and in ſpite of him will bring you from the ea well ſeal'd Abſolu- 
tion. But Man, I have many great Friends ther my Uncle Simon and 
others, Pen: ſtout, Naith. ſeath, and the like, all way Will ſtand by me, beſides 
I will not go unfurnith'd of Money, for. I EH tors are beſt heard with 
Gifts, and the Law hath no Feet to walk offFMoney ; a true Friend is 
tried in Neceſſity, and you ſhall find me wie iſſembling; therefore caſt 
Off your Grief and go to the Court as ſo du. can, for I will preſently 


U . 
So to Rome, and in the mean time here, 4 4 Nit you of all your Sins and Oft- 
ences, and only put them upon my ſelf: ' 


Hen you come to the Court you 
{hall find there Dame Rulenam my Wife, two Siſters and three Children, 


with divers others of our Family; I pray Wu ſalute them from me, and ſhew 
them mine Occaſions; my Wife is exceeding wiſe, and ſhe ſhall find that her 
diſtreſſed Friends ſhall not ſhrink when J can kelp them. I know ſhe is faith» 
ful, and as behoves her, will never leave her Friend in Danger. 

At the uttermoſt if your Oppreſſion be more than you can bear, ſend preſent- 
ly to me to Rome, and not an-Enemy that you have, be it King or. Queen, or 
Subject, even from the higheſt to the loweſt” but I will prefently put them 
in the Pope's Curſe, and ſend back an Interdiction, that no holy or ſacred 
Duty ſhall be perform'd till you have Right and Juſtice reſtor'd you. 

This aſſure yourſelf. I can eaſily perform, for his Holineſs is very old, and 
little regarded; only now Cardinal Paregold beareth all the Sway in the Coun- 
try, as being young, and rich in many Friends: Beſides that he hath a Con- 
,cubine; of whom he is ſo far enamoured, that he denies nothing ſhe demand- 
.ed. His Lady is my Niece, and will do whatfoever J requeſt her: Therefore 
;Coulin, go boldly to the King, and, charge him to do you Juſtice, which.I 
know ehe will, fince he underſtands the Laws are made for the Uſe of all Men. 

This, my Sovereign Lord the King, when J heard him ſpeak, I ſmiPd, and 
with great Joy came hither to relate unto you the Truth: Therefore if you, 


Or any Creature within this Court can charge me with any Treſpaſs what- 


ſoever, and prove it by Tettimony as the Law requireth, or elfe otherwiſe, 
he will oppoſe himſelf againſt me Perſon to Perſon; grant me but a Day, 
and equal Liſts, and in Combat I will-maintain my Innocence againſt him, 
provided he be equal to me in Birth and Degree: This Law hath ever hi- 
therto ſtood conſtant, and.I hope neither in me, for me, or by me, it ſhall 
never be broke. . | 

When all the Aſſembly of:Beaſis heard this, they were dumb and amazed 
to behold his Stoutneſs. As for the Coney and the Rook, they were fo ſcars 
ce they durit not ſpeak, but privately ſtole out of the Court; and being Ar 
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on the Plain, they ſaid, this deviliſh Murderer hath ſuch Art in his Falſhoods» 


that no Truth can look with better Countenance, which only we know, but 


have no other Witneſs; therefore it is better we depart, than try Combate 
with him which is fo much too ſtrong for us: And ſo away they went. 
Iſegrim the. Wolf, and Bruin the Bear were very ſad when they ſaw theſe 
two forſake the Court; whereupon the King ſaid, if any will approach the 
Fox let him come forth, and he ſhall be heard: Yeſterday we were laden with 
Complaints, where are they to Day? Here is the Fox ready to anſwer. 
Then ſaid the Fox, my Sovereign Lord, Abſence makes impudent Accuſers 
bold when Preſence daunts them, as your Highneſs may ſee both by the Co- 
ney and the Rook. O! what it is to truſt the Malice of theſe Cowards, and 
how ſoon they may confound good Men; but for me it matters not, never- 


theleſs had they at your Mejefty's Commandment but ask'd me forgiveneſs I had - 


quickly caſt all their Offences behind me; for I will never ſhake hands with 
Charity, nor never hate or complain of mine Enemies; my Revenge I leave 
to Heaven, and Juſtice to your Majeſties. Then ſaid the King, Reynard you 


ſpeak well, if the inward Heart be like the outward Shew ; yet 1 fear your 
Grief is not ſo much as you expreſs it: It far ſurmounts it, ſaid the Fox, No 
quoth the King, for J muſt charge you with one foul Treaſon, which is, 
When I had pardoned all your great Tranſgreſſions, and you had promiſed me 


—_— — —— — Tn r 


The Boldneſs of the Fox's Appearance and Speech, ſhews the Impudence of a deſperate 


Offender, that having nothing but his own Boldneſs ro bloſter our his Cauſe, fill cries » 
for Juſtice; and cares not ſo much to excuſe himſelf as to accuſe others; and by Di- 


greſſions and extravagant Speech to bring all thoſe into Diſgrace which are able to teſti- 


he any thing againſt him. By the Tale of the Ape's going to Rome, and his threatning 
under the. Pope's Curſe, and maketh them ſubject to his Commands though they were 
never ſo heatheniſh and diabolical. By his excuſing himfelf of the Crimes againſt tbe 
Coney and the Rook is ſhewed, that whoſoever is reſolved to do an idle Af, will ne» 
ver make Conſcience to tell a loud Lye, nor is ever unprovided thereof, becauſe they are 
the Garment which he ever cloaths his Knavery with- By the Ape's Friends in Romes * 
Simon or Simavi, Hen-Tout, Take-ill, and Weit-ſeath or Do miſchief, is ſhewed the wick- 
edneſs of theſe Days in Rome, and how by much means a Man might purchaſe any thing 
he went about. By the inſinuating with the Ape's Wife, who was then a great Fayourite: 
about the Queen, is ſhewed the Art of a ſubtile Head, that to gain himſelf a ſtrong 
Party will not ſpare any falſe Invention; for againſt thoſe great ones dare not the in- 
ferior open their Lips. By the Flight of the Coney and the Rook is ſhewed how ſoon 
the Weak are terrified and daunted with the Threatnings of the Strong and Mighty; 
that it is better to fir down with Wrong than to contend with one that holdeth too 
ſtrong a Party: And alſo how by ſuch Advantage the Offender takes Heart, and there» - 
on grounds the ſtrength of his.greater Innocence. By the Lion's laſt: Accuſations, and 
the Fox's Directions is ſhewed, that when Truth and Authority ſtand up againſt the 
Wicked, that then ſtudying with his Conſcience, he is able to abide no longer, but with © 


Sience and downcaſt Look; he-ſhews plainly the-Grief which lies within him. 
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i Then faid the Ape, Couſin caſt off your Sorro for I know the Way 
of Rome well, and am experienced in theſe ' Buſinę . for I am calb'd the 
Biſhop's Clerk; therefore I'll go there and enter a: 1 againſt the Arch dear- 
com, and in ſpite of him will bring you from the ea well ſeal'd Abſolu- ; 
my Uncle S mon and 
ill (and by me, beſides 
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tion. But Man, I have many great Friends ther 
others, Peu ſtout, Waith-ſeath, and the like, all wh 
I will not go unfurnith'd of Money, for.I En tors are beſt heard with 
| «Gifts, and the Law hath no Feet to walk Money; a true Friend is 
b tried in Neceſſity, and you ſhall find me wiglWſTifembling ; therefore caſt 
4 off your Grief and go to the Court as 099 u can, for I will preſently 
S8o to Rome, and in the mean time here, Mit you of all your Sins and Ot- 
iences, and only put them upon my ſelf: Men you come to the Court you 
ſhall find there Dame Raukenaw my Wife, hf two Siſters and three Children, 
with divers others of our Family; I pray Wu ſalute them from me, and ſhew |: 
them mine Occaſions; my Wife is exceeding wiſe, and ſhe ſhall find that her *'* 
diſtreſſed Friends ſhall not ſhrink when J can kelp them. I know ſhe is faith* '? 
ful, and as behoves her, will never leave her Friend in Danger. 

At the uttermoſt if your Oppreſſion be more than you can bear, ſend preſent- 
ly to me to Rome, and not an Enemy that you have, be it King or Queen, or 
Subject, even from the bigheſt to the loweſt but -I will prefently put them 
in the Pope's Curſe, and ſend back an Interdiction, that no holy or ſacred 
Duty ſhall be per form'd till you have Right and Juſtice reſtor'd you. 

This aſſure yourſelf I can eaſily per form, for his Holineſs is very old, and 
little regarded; only now Cardinal Paregold beareth all the Sway in the Coun- 
try, es being young, and rich in many Friends: Beſides that he hath a Con- 
,cubine, of whom he is ſo far enamoured, that he denies nothing ſhe demand- 
.ed. His Lady is my Niece, and will do whatſoever I requeſt her: Therefore 
;Coulin, go boldly to the King, and charge him to do you Juſtice, which. J 
*know. he will, fince he underſtands the Laws are made for the Uſe of all Men. 

This, my Sovereign Lord the King, when J heard him ſpeak, I ſmiPd, and 
with great Joy came hither to relate unto you the Truth: Therefore if you, 
or any Creature within this Court can charge me with any Treſpaſs what- 
Avever, and prove it by Teſtimony as the Law requireth, or elſe otherwiſe, 
he will oppoſe himſelf againſt me Perſon to Perſon; grant me but a Day, 
and equal Liſts, and in Combat I will maintain my Innocence againſt him, 
provided he be equal to me in Birth and Degree: This Law hath ever hi- 
therto ſtood conſtant, and. I hope neither in me, for me, or by me, it ſhall 
never be broke. | e | 

When all the Aſſembly of Beaſts heard this, they were dumb and amazed 
to behold his Stoutneſs. As for the Coney and the Rook, they were fo ſcar 
«ed they durſt not ſpeak, but privately ſtole aut of the Court; and being Ar 
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on the Plain, they ſaid, this deviliſh Murderer hath ſuch Art in his Falſhoods» 
that no Truth can look with better Countenance, which only we know, but 
have no other Witneſs; therefore it is better we depart, than try Combate 
with him which is fo much too ſtrong for us: And ſo away they went. 
Iſegrim the Wolf, and Bruin the Bear were very ſad when they ſaw theſe 
two forſake the Court; whereupon the King ſaid, if any will approach the 
Fox let him come forth, and he ſhall be heard: Yeſterday we were laden with 
Complaints, where are they to Day? Here is the Fox ready to anſyer. 
Thon ſaid the Fox, my Sovereign Lord, Abſence makes impudent Accuſers 
bold when Preſence daunts them, as your Highneſs may ſee both by the Co- 
the. Rook. O] what it is to truſt the Malice of theſe Cowards, and 
on they may confound good Men; but for me it matters not, never- 
eſs\had they at your Mejefty's Commandment but ask'd me forgiveneſs I had - 
ickly caffall their Offences behind me; for 1 will never ſhake hands with 
Charity, nor never hate or complain of mine Enemies; my Revenge I leave 
to Heaven, and Juſtice to your Majeſties. Then ſaid the King, Reynard you 
ſpeak well, if the inward Heart be like the out ward Shew; yet 1 fear your 
Grief is not ſo much as you expreſs it: It far ſurmounts it, ſaid the Fox, No 
quoth the King, for 1 muſt charge you with one foul Treaſon, which is, 
When I had pardoned all your great Tranſgreſſions, and you had promiſed me 


—_— — — VP ns ant 


2 The MORAL. 

The Boldneſs of the Fox's Appearance and Speech, ſhe ws the Impudence of a deſperate 
Offender, that having nothing but his own Boldneſs to bloſter out his Cauſe, fil cries + 
for Juſtice; and cares not ſo much to excuſe himſelf as to accuſe others; and by Di- 
greſſions and extravagant Speech to bring all thoſe into Diſgrace which are able to teſti- 
he any thing againſt him. By the Tale of the Ape's going to Rome, and his threatning 
under the Pope's Curſe, and maketh them ſubject to his Commands though they were 
never ſo heatheniſh and diabolical. By his excuſing himfelf of the Crimes againſt the 
os and the Rook is ſhewed, that whoſoever is reſolved to do an idle Af, will ne. 
er make Conſcience to tell a loud Lye, nor is ever unprovided thereof, becauſe they are 
the Garment which he ever cloaths his Knavery with. By the Ape's Friends in Romes 
Simon or Simavi, Hen-Tout, Take-ill, and Weit- ſeath or Do miſchief, is ſhewed the wick 
edneſs of theſe Days in Rome, and how by much means a Man might purchaſe any thing, 
he went about. By the infinuating with the Ape's Wife, who was then a great Favourite: 
about the Queen, is ſhewed the Art of a ſubtile Head, that to gain himſelf a firong 
Party will not ſpare any falſe Invention; for againſt thoſe great ones dare not the in- 
ferior open their Lips. By the Flight of the Coney and the Rook is ſhewed how ſoon 
the Weak are terrified and daunted with the Threatnings of the Strong and Mighty; 
that it is better to fir down with Wrong than to contend with one that holdeth too 
ſtrong a Party: And alſo how by ſuch Advantage the Offender takes Heart, and there- 
on grounds the ſtrength of his greater Innocence. By the Lion's laſt: Accuſations, and 
the Fox's Directions is ſhewed; that when Truth and Authority ſtand vp- againſt the 
Wicked, that then ſtudying with his Conſcience, he is able to abide no longer, but with 
Mence and downcaſt Look, he ſhews plainly the- Grief which lies within him. 
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* ; to go a Pilgrimage to the Holy Land; when I had furniſhed you with Mail, 
with Staff, and all things fitting that holy Order, then in the greateſt Con- 
' tempt you ſent me back in the Mail by Belin the Ram, the Head of Kayward 
the Hare, a thing notoriouſly to my Diſgrace and Diſhonour, that no Trea- 
fon can be fouler. This you have no Colour to deny, for Bellin our Chap- 
lain at his Death revealed the whole Proceſs; and the fame Reward which 
he then gained you ſhall receive, or elſe Right ſhall fail me. 

At this. Sentence Reynard grew fore afraid, that he knew not what to ſay, 
he looked with a pitiful. Countenance upon all his Kindred Which ſtood round 
about him; his Colour went and came, and his. Heart fainted,” but none 
lent him Hand or Foot to help him. Then the King -faid, Thou diſſembling 
and falſe Traytor, why art thou ſo dumb: Bur the Fox being. full of Anguiſh 
T ” .fetcht a deep Sigh as if his Heart would have broken, ſo that every Beaſt 
. pitied him ſave only the Bear and the Wolf, Who rejoiced to ſee his Sorrow. 

A6 | CG H A P. XX. 4 
How Dame Rukenaw anſwered for n to the King, and of the Parable ſhe |? 
told him. | 
: Ame Rukenaw the She. Ape (being Aunt to Reynard, and a great Favou- 
(O80 | Db rite of the Queen's) was much grieved when ſhe. faw his. Diſtraction; : 
and was it well for the Fox that ſhe was preſent, for ſhe was exceeding wilt, 1 
and durſt boldly ſpeak; and therefore riſing up, after reverence done, ſhe ſaid, 4 
My Lord the King, you ought not to be poſſeſt with Anger When you ſit 
in Judgment, for it becometh not Nobility to be void of Reaſon ; it is Dif-. 
*cretion ich ſhould only accompany you in that Seaſon: For mine own 
part, I think I know the Law .as well as ſome who wear furred Gowns, for 
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I read many and put ſome in uſe. > TY | 
It is well known, I had ever in the Pope's Palace a Bed of Straw, when 
Other Beaſts lay on the bare Ground; and I was ever ſuffered to ſpeak free 
without. Interruption ; becauſe-I talk not without Experience. It is Snecg's 
Opinion that Princes are bound to do Juſtice. to all, nor may the Law waver, 
bor halt with any Partiality. I do not think but if every Man which ſtandeth 
Bt here, ſhould call to an accbunt all the Actions of his Life, he could not chuſe 
1 but pity much the Eſtate of my poor Kinſman Reynard, and therefore J wiſh 
every one to know himſelf; for none ſo ſure but they may fall; and for him 

' that never erred, he is ſo good he needeth no amendment. To do amiſs and | 
mend it by Counſel is human and manly ; but to treſpats and ſtill. gallop for- 
Ward in Iniquity. is deviliſh.and unſufferable. The holy Book ſaith, Be mer- 
ciful, and judge not leſt you. be judged: And in another Place, When the Phari- 
Tees brought in a Woman taken in Adultery, and would have toned her to 
Death, asked our, Lord what he ſaid thereto 2..He.anfwered, Which of:you all 
4s without Sin let him caſt the firſt Stone: but they all departed and left her. 
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In mine Opinion it is ſo here to Day; for here be many find Straws in other 
Eyes, but ſee not the Beams in their own: He that falleth oft, and in the. 
end ariſeth and cometh to Mercy, cannot be ſnid to he damned: Goodneſs 
never forſaketh her own Servants. This Counſel would ſome take to their 
Hearts, the Day would not appear as dark as it doth to my Couſin Reynard. 


It is well known that his Grandfather and Father ever bare greater Repu- 


tation in this Court than either Bruin or Iſegrim, or their whole Generati— 
on. Alas! when have their Counſels or Wiſdoms been worthy to have held 
compariſon with thoſe of my Couſin Reynard's; Why, the Pagages of the 
World are to them Propheſies which they underſtand not; and the Court is 
turned topſie-turvie by his Abſence; the Evil are now advanced and the Good 
Supprefled; but how can this long endure, I ſce not, ſince the end of their 
Labour is but the Ruin of your Majeſty, 

To this Speech the King made this Anſwer, Dame had the Fox done that 
Offence to you as he hath done others, your Excuſe would couch in another 
Nature: You cannot blame me to hate him, ſince it is he only who breaketh- 
my Laws and Covenants: You heard bim accuſed of Theft, Murder and 
Treaſon; How can you then defend him: If you would needs make him 
your Saint, then ſet him upon the Altar and do him Worſhip; but believe it, 
there is no one good Thing in him: and however you imagine, yet ſearch him 
and you ſhall find him rotten and deformed.z There is neither Kinſman nor 
Friend but your ſelf that will aſſiſt him: and therefore your Violence draws 
my greater Wonder: What Companion hath he that ever throve by his So- 
ciety > Or whom hath hefmiPd on, that his Tail hath not daſht out their Eye? 

To this the She-Ape replied, My Lord, I love him, and have ever born him 
a ſingular Reverence; and 1 will recount one noble and good Action he did 
in your Preſence, for Which you then thanked him, though now forgotten: 
Yet the heavieſt thing ſhould ever weigh the moſt; and Men ſhould keep a 
meaſure in their Aﬀections, and not hate nor love with Violence, ſince Con- 
ſtancy is the greateſt Ornament of Princely Nature. We ſhould not praiſe the 
Day till the Evening come; nor is good Counſel available but to thoſe who 
mean to purchaſe it. | 

I remember about ſome two Years fince, there came to this Court a Man 
and a Serpent, to have Judgment in a doubtful Controverſie : For the Serpent 
attemping to go through a Hedge, was taken by the Neck with a Snare, fo 
that there was no way to eſcape with Life, a certain Man paſſing by, the 
Seapent called and cried unto him, and defired Help or he thould perith pre- 
ſently. The Man taking Pity on him ſaid, if thou wilt faithfully promife 
me neither to do me hurt with thy Tooth or Tail, or other Poyton about 
thee," I will releaſe thee. The Serpent preſently ſwore he would not, nei— 
ther at that time nor any time hereafter: So the Man unlooſed him, and they 
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went forth and travelled: together for a long Seaſon. At laſt the Serpent grew- | 
exceeding hungry, and ruſhing upon the Man offered to kill him; but the Man 
ſtarted aſide and ſaid, What meaneſt thou to do? Haſt thou forgotten thine 
Cath? The Serpent replied no, but Lmay juſtly kill thee, fince 1 am compel- 
led thereto by Hunger, which cancelleth all Obligations. Then the Man 1aid, 
if it be ſo give me Leave to live till we may meet with the next Paſſenger, 
which may judge the Cauſe, ; 

The Serpent agreed thereto, ſo they travelled till they met with Tile/e» 
the Raven, and Slenopere his Son; to whom relating.the Difference, the Rauen 
adjudged that the Serpent ſhould eat the Man, hoping that he and his Son | 
ſhould get a Share alſo. But the Man ſaid, how ſhall he that is a Robber, and |: 
lives by Blood judge the Cauſe? It muſt not be one, but divers, and ſuch as | 
know both Law or. Equity that muſt judge this Contention : The Raven is 
neither juſt nor indifferent. | 

Then they travelled until they met the Bear-and:the Wolf, unto whom al- 
ſo they told the Matter; and they adjudged againſt. the Man likewiſe. Then 
the Serpent began to caſt his Venom at the Man; but the Man leapt away, 
and ſaid, you do me wrong thus to attempt to kill me; and the Serpent ſaid, 
hath. not Judgment gone twice. on my Side? Yes, ſaid the Man, by ſuch as 
arc Murderers themſelves, and ſuch as never kept Promiſe; but I-appeat to 
the Court; let me be tried by your King, and what Judgment he giveth L ® 
will willingly abide. To this all conſented. So they came to the Court be- 
fore your Majeſty, and the Wolf's two Children came with their Father, 
the one was calld Empty. belly, the other Navel-ful,- becauſe they ſought to 
devour the Han. So the full Proceſs. of the Matter was declared to your 
Majeſty ; and the Man's . Kindneſs and Covenant, the Serpent's Danger and 
Ping oocdfion'd through Extremity of Hunger. Remember how 
much your Highneſs was perplext with their difference, and all your Coun- 
ih alſo, for the Man's Sorrow, the Serpent's Hunger, the Man's Goodneſs, © 
2nd the Serpent's Ingratitude, equally raisd much Pity in your Boſom. But 
in the end ſuch Doubts roſe, that not any in your Court was able to judge | 
it. At the laſt, when no Help could. be found, then you commanded my Kinſ- 
man Reynard to decide the Buſineſs. Then he was the Oracle of the Court, 
nor Was any thing received but what he propounded: but he told your Ma- 
i:(ty that it was impoſſible to give true Judgment according to their Rela- 
tions; but if he might ſee the Serpent in what manner he. was fettered, and 
the greatneſs of his Danger, then he knew: how to give Judgment therein. 
Then you commenced him, and called him by the Title of Lord Reynard, 
approving that to be done which he had ſpoken. i 
Then went the Man and the Serpent to the Place where the Serpent Was 
ſnared, and Reynard commanded the Serpent to be faſt as before in the 4 | 
| | n - Which 
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which being done, then faid your Majeſty, Reynard, what Judgment will you 
now give? And he replied, they are now my Lord, in the fame Egate they were 
before at their firſt Encounter; they have neither won nor loſt, therefore this 
my Cenſure is, (if it be your Majeſty's Will) the Man ſhould now looſe and 
unbind the Serpent, upon the fame Promite and Oath made formerly unto 
him, he may at his Pleaſure: but if he think that Hunger, or other Iucon— 
venience will make him break his Faith, then may the Man go freely whe- 
ther he will, and leave the Serpent bound and inthralled as he firſt found him; 
for it is fit that Ingratitude be ſo repaid, This Judgment your Majeſty then 
applauded for the moſt excellent, and held the Wiſdom of the Foy unimita- 
ble, terming him the Preſerver of your Honour: When did erer the Bears 
or the Wolf do the like: They can howl, ſcold, ſteal or rob, and eat far 
Morſels till their Guts crack with other Ruins, and condemn him to Death 
which takes a Chicken; but themſelves which kill Kine, Oxen, and Horſes, 
O! they go ſafe, and be accounted as wiſe as SH, Avicen or Ariſtotle; and 
their Deeds and Statues muſt be read for Monuments: But if they come 
where Vertue is to be exerciſed, they are the firſt which retreat, and let the 
ſimple go foremoſt, whilſt they follow in the Rear with Shame and Cowar- 
dice. Theſe, my Lord, and the like, are the Fools of theſe corrupt Times; 
yet deſtroy Towns, Caſtles, Land and People; nor care they whoſe Houſe 
burneth, ſo they may warm them by the Fire; for it is their Profit only at 
which their Aim bendeth. But Reyzard the Fox, and all his Family have ever 
made the Honour of the King their only Renown and Advancement, and appli- 
ed their Counſels to do him Service, and not out of Pride or Boaſting. This 
Rill is his Exerciſe, though it be now thankleſs; but time I hope will pro- 
duce whoſe Merit is greateſt : Your Majeſty ſays, his Kindred is fallen from 
him, and ftart at his Fortune; would any but your Highneſs have aftirn'd 
it, you ſhould then have ſeen there could not bea thing of greater Falſhood : 


But your Majeſty may ſay your Pleaſure, nor will I in any Word oppoſe you; 


for to him that durſt ſo do, would both he and we bend our Forces. 
It is known we dare fight, nor are we deſcended of any petty Generati- 


on: Your Majeſty may call to mind the Worth of our Pedigree, and how 
dearly from time to time they have reſpected him, willing him to lay down 


their Lives and Goods for the Safety of their noble Kinſman Reynard. 
For mine own part, I am one my ſelf; and albeit Jam the Wife of ano- 
ther, yet for him I would not ſtick to ſpend my deareſt Blood. 

Beſides, IJ have three full grown Children, which are known valiant and. 
ſtrong in Arms, yet for his ſake I would adventure them all to the uttermoſt 
Peril, albeit I love. them with that dear Affection, that no Mother doth ex- 
ceed me: My Firſt born is called Bitelas, which is moſt active and nimble: 
The ſecond-Ful/rum-: the third is a * called Hartanet, a Girl _ can 
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look a Man's Head, and pick out Lice more nimbly than all the Combs in 
(hriſtendom: And theſe three are loving and dear to one another. And with 
t hat ſhe called them forth unto her, and ſaid, Come my dear Children, and 
ſand with your Kinſman the noble Reynard; and with you come all the reſt 
of our ancient Family, and be all Petitiones to the King, that he will do 
to Reynard the Equity of his Laws and Kingdom. Then preſently came forth 
a World of other Beaſts, as the Squeril, and the Ferret, for theſe love Pul- 


len as well as Reynard doth. Then came the Otter and Pentecrote his Wife, 


which I had almoſt forgotten, becauſe in former time they had taken part 
with the Bear againſt the Fox; but now they dare not, but obey Dame Nuke. 
naw; for they ſtood in awe of her Wiſdom and Greatneſs: And with theſe 
came alſo Dame Alrot and her two Siſters, the Weeſel, and Harmel the Aſs, 
rhe Brock, the Water Cat and many others, to the Number of. almoſt an 
hundred, and ftood by Reynard with ſuch Affection, as if his Trouble did e- 
qually concern them. Then ſaid the She Ape, My Lord the King,-now you 
may. ſce my Kinſman hath Friends that dare avow him; and we are your true 


and loyal Subjects, Which will never fail to do you a Service: Therefore, let 


us wich one Voice beg of your Majeſty that Reynard may have Juſtice; and 
if he be not able to diſprove. his Adverſary, and clear the Crimes imputed a- 
gainſt him, let. the Law pals, for we will not murmur to ſee his Deſtruction. 

Then ſaid the Queen to Rakenaw, Thus much I-told.unto his Majeſty Ve- 


ſterday; but his Anger was ſo great, he would not give Ear unto me. Alſo 
the Leopard ſaid, Sir, you muſt be judged according. to Witneſs; for to be 


governed by Will is tyrannous and ignoble. Then anſwered the King, 'tis 
true what you. inform me, but the. Diſgrace done. to my particular ſelf in 
Kayward's Death and other Informations, rob'd me of Patience, that I had 
no leiſure to look back either to Law or Reaſon :. Therefore now. let. the Fox 


ſpeak. boldly, and if he can juſtly. acquit himſelf of the Crimes laid againſt 


him, I ſhall gladly. reſtore him to his Liberty; and the rather for you his 


dear Friends fake, whom I have ever found faithful and loyal. 
O] how infinitely glad was the. Fox when he heard theſe Words, and ſaid 
in himſelf; Thanks my noble Aunt a thouſand times, thou haſt put new Bloſ. 


| The MOR AL.. ” 
By the: She- Ape's- anſwering for the Fox; is ſhewed how apt weak Women are to be 


flatter'd into any Belief, in which they may either expreſs their Pity or gain Glory. 


Allo it ſhews the verifying. of- the old Proverb, That a Friend in the Court. is ever 


worth-a Pound in a Man's Purſe. By the Violence of her Defence: is ſhewed the true Na- 


ture of a Woman, that evermore runs into extreams, that ſhe. may do the good or evil ſhe 
ibtends; win not keep any thing conceal'd which may any way make for her Purpoſe; 


nor et any thing unurged which may diſgrace thoſe of the contrary. Faction; as may 
appear by the Tale of the Man and the Serpent, in which ſhe ſheweth the Wiſdom of 
tue Fox; and the Diſabity of the Bear and. Wolf, and the reſt; of the Foxis Enemi 


es. 
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ſoms to my dry'd Roſes, and ſet me in a fair Path to Liberty: I have one 
good Foot to dance on, and I doubt not to uſe my Art of Diffimulation fo 
bravely, that this Day ſhall be remembred for my Renown end Victory. 
| AN F. XXI. 
How Reynard excufed himſelf of Kay ward Death and all other Imimtations: 
Hom he got the King's Favour, and made Relation of certain Ferels. 

T*Hen ſpoke Reynard the Fox to the King, and feid; Alas my Sovereign 

Lord, what is that you ſaid > Is good Kuyward the Hare dead? O where 
is then Bellin the Ram? or what did he bring to your Mzjeſty at his return » 
For it is certain Idelivered to him three rich and ineſtimable Jewels: I would. 
not for the Wealth of India they ſhould be detained from you: The chief of 
them I directed to you, my Lord the King, the other two to my Sovereign 
Lady the Queen.. But ſaid theKing, I have received nothing but the Head 
of the poor murdered h ward, for which I executed the Ram, having con- 
feſt the Deed to be done by his Advice and Counſel. Is this Truth? faid the. 
Fox: Then woe is me that ever I was born; for 1 have loſt the goodlieſt 
Jewels that ever were in the Poſſeſſion of any Prince living; would I had 
died you were thus defrauded 3 for I know it will be the Death of my Wife, 
nor will ſhe ever henceforth eſteem me. Then ſaid the She-Ape, Dear Nephew, 
Why ſhonld you ſorrow. for tranſitory Wealth > Let them go, only acquaint 
their Majeſties what manner of Jewels they were: It may be we fhall find- 
them again, if not the Magician Mr, Alkeriz ſhall labour his Books; and ſearch 
all the Corners of the Earth: Beſides, whoever detains them ſhall be curſt in 
in all Pariſhes; till he reſtore them to the King's Majeſty. O Aunt! faid the 
Fox, do not perſuade. your felt, for whoſocver hath them will not reſtore. 
them to gain an Empire, they are ſo goodly and precious, yet your Words 
do ſomething: appeaſe me. But whom ſhall we truſt in this corrupt Age, 
when even Sanctity it ſelf walks maskt and miftaken> And then fetching a. 
deep Sigh, with Which he guilded his Diſſimulation, he proceeded on, and 
ſaid, hearken all you my. Stock and Lineage, for T will here diſcover What 
theſe rich Jewels were, of which both 1 and the King are defrauded. The 
firſt of them (and which indeed I intended for his Majeſty) was a Ring of tine 
and pure Gold; and within this Ring next the Fingers were engraven Let-. 
ters enamelled with Azure and Sables, containing three Hebrew Names; for 
my .own part I.could..neither read nor ſpell them; but Mr. Abron of Treto, 
an excellent Linguiſt; (who knoweth the Nature of all manner of Herbs, 
Beaſts and Minerals) to- this famous Jew I ſhewed the Ring once, and he af-- 
ſured me, that thoſe were three Names which Seth brought out of Paradiſe, 
when he brought to his Father Adam the Oyl of Mercy; and whoſoever * 
ſhall wear theſe three Names about him, ſhall never be hurt with Thunder 
and. Lightning; neither ſhall any Witchcraft have Power over him: He one” 


— — 
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not be tempted to do any Sin: neither ſhall Heat or Cold ever annoy. him. Upon the 
Top of the-Ring was encaſt. a precious Stone of three ſeveral Colours; the firſt like red 
. Chriftal, and glittering like Fire, and with ſuch Brazhtnels, that if one had occaſion to 
journey by Night, the Light thereof was as great as that at Noon day. Throughout their 
1 Colour was white and clear, as if it had been burniſhed; and the Vertue of it was to 

1 cute any Blemiſh or Sore in the Eyes, or any part of the Body: Allo (by ſtroaking the 
Place grie ve therewithal) it preſently cured atl manner of Swellings, Head Achs, or any 
Sic:neis whatloever ; whether it were Venom, Weakneſs of Stomach, Collick, Stone, Srran- 
| 0 gu ion, Fiſtula or Canker, either outwardly applied as aforeſhewed, or inwardly by ſteep- 


15 ing it in Water, and then drinking the fame. The laſt Colour was green like Graſs, mixt 
75 with a few ſmall Spots of Purple, and the Learned affirmed for Truth, that whoſoever 
f $i + wears this Stone about him, could never be vanquiſhed by his Enemies; and that no Crea- 
Wea ture were he never fo hardy but would yield unto him, and he ſhould be Victor Day and 
7 Night in all Places, Again, as long as one bore it faſting, into what Company loever 

| he chanced, were they his worſt. Enemies, yet ſhould be of them infinitely beloved; nor 
18 mould any angry or in Turn be remembred: Alſo, if one ſhould be naked in avaſt wide 

1 Field, againſt an hundred armed Enemies yet ſhould not his Heart fail him, but he ſhould 


1 come off wich Honour and Victory; only he muſt be nobly bred, and of no churliſh 
Diſpoſition; for the Ring gave no Virtue to any who was not a true Gentleman. Now 

2 ell theſe Virtnes conſidered, I thought my ſelf unworthy to keep it; and therefore I ſent 

| Fi. it to you my Lord the King, knowing you to be the moſt excellent of all Creatures liv- 

þ i ing, J ey on whom all our Lives depend, and therefore fitteſt to be guarded by ſo 
rich a Jewel. 

This Ring I found in my Father's Treaſure, and in the ſame Place alſo I found a 
-Comb and Glaſs Mirrour, which my Wife defired of me; they were Jewels of great won- 
der and-Admiration : Theſe were ſent to my Lady the Queen, becauſe her Grace and Mer- 

cy extended towards me: to ſpeak of the Comb it can never be too much praiſed, for 
it was made of the Bone of a noble Beaſt named Panthera, which lived between the great- 
er India and the earthly Paradiſe; he is ſo goodly and fair of Colour, that there is no 
beautiful Colour under Heaven but ſome Splendor thereof 7 in him: Alſo the Smen | 
of him is ſo delicate, ſweet and wholſome, that the very Flavour cureth all Infirmities; | 
and for his excellent Beauty and rare Odour, all other Beaſts attend and follow him, for |? 
he is the Phyſician. of all their Sickneſſes. This Panthera had one fair Bone, broad ard 
thin, which, whenſoever this Beaſt ſhould be lain, the Vertues of the whole Beaſt doth | 
reſt in that Bone, which can never be broken, neither ever rot, conſume or periſh, ei- 
ther by Water, Fire or other Violence, yet it is ſo light, a fmall Feather may Poiſe it: the 
Smell ef it hath that Virtue, that whoſoever ſcents it taketh Delight in no other Smen | 
whatſoever, and they are preſently eaſed of all manner of Diſeaſes. and Infirmities; and 
the Heart is cheerful and merry ever after. | 

This Comb is poliſhed like unto fine Silver, and the Teeth of it be ſmall and ſtraight; 
zand between the great Teeth and the ſmall (in a large 'Field or ſpace) is engraven ma- 
ny an Image ſubtilly made, and cunningly - enameled” about with fine Gold: The Field 

is chequered with Sables and silver, and enamelled with Sibor and Azure; and therein is 
contained the Hiſtory how Venus, Juno and Pallas ſtroye for the Golden Ball in the Moun- 
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tain Ida; and how it was put to Paris to give it to the faireſt of them. 

Paris at that time was a Shepherd, and kept his Flocks with Onone on that Hill; and as 
Aoon as The had received the Ball Funo promiſed if he ſhould beſtow it on her, ſhe would 
make him the richeſt 'Man in the World. Pallas faid, that if ſne might have ir, ſhe would 
make him the wiſeſt Man in the World, and rhe moſt fortunate againſt his Enemies. And 
then Venus ſaid, What needeſt thou Wealth, Wiſdom, qt Valourz Art thou not Prizmu;'s 
Dog, and HeRtor's Brother, which have all 4% under their Power ? Art thou not one of 
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the Heirs of mighty Troy? Come give me the Ball, and I will give you the goodlieſt 
Treaſure in the World, and that {hall be the faireft Lady breathing :. She whote like no 
sun ſhall ever again behold ; fo that thou ſhalt be richer than Riches, and climb above all in 
Glory: That's the Wealth none can praiſe too much, ſince Beauty is that Heavenly Elixer, 
which turns all things into Joy and Contentment. 

When Paris heard this, he defired to know the Lady; and Yenus ſaid, It is Helen of Greece, 
the Wife of Menelau; ſhe is the Gem of the World, the Treaſure of Beauty, and che Glo- 
ry of all Eyes which did behold her. Then preſently Paris gave her the Ball, and confirm» 
ed her fairer than the other Goddefles. Then another Place was figured how he won 
Helen, and brought her to Trey; the Solemnity of the Marriage, the Honour of the Tri- 
umphs, and all things elſe contained in that large Story. 

Now. for che Glaſs Mirrour, it was not inferior to any of the other: For the Gag; 
that ſtood thereon was of ſuch Vertue, that Men might lee and perceive therein what- 
ſoever was done within a Mile thereof, whether it was the Actions of Man, or Beaſt, or 
any thing elſe the owner ſhould defire to know: And whoſoever bur gazed therein, if 
he had any Malady whatſoever it was preſently cured : So great were the Vertues of this 
rare Glaſs, that wonder not if I ſhed Tears to think of the Lols of it; for the Wood 
in which this Glaſs ſtood was light and laſting, and is called Oztine, it will laſt for ever; 
for Worms, Duſt, Wet nor Time cannot conſume it; and theretore King Soto ceiled 
his Temple with the ſame; the Value far exceeding that of Gold: It is like to the Wood: 
Hebenus of which King. Grampare made a Horſe for the Love of the moſt beautiful Daugh- 
ter of King Momcadiges: This Horſe was made with ſuch Art within, that whoſoever rode 
in it, if he pleaſed, he would run aboitc an hundred Miles in leſs than an Heur, which 
was approved by Clamades the King's Son, who not believing in the Engine, an ing 

oung and luſty leapt upon the Horſe, and preſently crampart turning a Pin that flood. 
la the Breaſt of the Engine, it moved and went ont of the Palace through the Windows, 
and in the firſt Minute he was gone at leaſt ren Miles. Clamades ſtood much affrighted at 
the Wonder, and imagined (as the Story ſaid) that he ſhould never have returned back 
again. But of his long Journey, much Fear, great Trouble, and infinite Joy when he 
had learned to manage and govern the Wooden Beaſt, I leave to ſpeak for tediouſneſs 
ſake, only the high Vertue of all iſſued from the Wood. | 

Of this Wood the Gaſs-Caſe was made, being larger than the Glaſs by half a Foot and 
more; upon which Verge was decipher'd divers many and ſtrange Hiſtories in Gold, in 
Silver, Sables, Yellow, Azure and Cynope: and theſe Colours were very curiouſly wro't 
and intermixed together; and under each Hiſtory, the Words fo engraven and ena» 
melled, that any Man wi read the Whole Story. Believe it, the World never pro- 
duced a thing of greater Worth, Luſtre or Pleaſure. In the upper part thereof ſtood a 
Horſe in his natural Glory, Far, Fair, and Fiery; which braved a ſtately Hart that ran 
before him; but ſeeing he could not overtake the Hart in ſwiftneſs, at which he infinite» 
ly! diſdained, he went to a Herdſman ſtanding by, and told him if he would help him 
to take a Hart which he would ſhew him, he ſhould have all the Profit of the Conqueſt 
as the Horns, Skin and Fleſh: Then the Herdſman asked him, what m&ans he ſhould uſe 
to get him: The Horſe ſaid, mount upon my Back and I will bear the after him, til 
with tiring we take him. 4 

The Herd ſman took this Offer, and beſtriding the Horſe followed the Deer; hut he 
flew away ſo faſt, that he got much Ground of the Horſe; and with much Lahour the 
Horſe grew wears, and he bad the Herdſman light, for he would ret him a while, But the 
Herdſman ſaid, I have a Bridle to thy Head, and Spurs to my Heels, therefore know thou 
art my Servant, neither will J part with thee, but govern thee as ſeems beſt to my Pleas - 
ſure. Thus the Horſe brought himfelf into Thraldom, and was taken in his own Net; 
for no Cr̃eature hath: a greater Adverſary than his own Envy; and many which labour 
the Hurt of others ſtill fall upon his own Ruins „ 
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In another Place was figured an Aſs and a Hound, which were both the Servants of a 
rich Man. This Man loved his Hound exceedingly, and would oft play with him, and 
ſuffer the Dog to fawn upon him, and now and then to lick him about the Mouth. Now 
when Bauldin the. Aſs ſaw this, he began to envy the Hound, and ſaid: What ſees my 
*Maſter in this foul Hound, that he ſuffers him thus to leap upon him and kiſs him? I ſee 
no .profitoble Service he doth him: ] labour, bear and draw, and do more Service in one 
Wooek than the Dog and his whole Kin are able to do in a Year, and yet have not I Ty the 
of his Favours: He ſitteth by his Trencher, Ears the fat of his Meat, and lies on Carpets 
and Pillows; when I that do all am fed with Nettles and Thiſtles: Well, I win no longer 
endure it, and I will ſtudy to have my Lord's Favour as much as the Hound, if not in 
greater Meaſure. Anon the Maſter of the Houſe came home, and the Aſs lifting up his 
Tail, leapt wich his Fore-feet upon his Mouth to kiſs him, and uſed ſuch rude unman- 
mnerly Actions, that he rub'd all the Skin from his .Maſter's Ears, and almoſt overthrew 
him; ſo that the Man was forced to cry out Help, Help, for this Aſs will kin me. Then 
came in his Servants with Staves, and beat the Aſs fo exceedingly that he was almoſt 
lain; which done, he returned ro. his Stall again, and was an Aſs as he was before, In 
the ſame manner, they which do envy. and Spighr at other's Welfare, if they receive the 
fame Reward it is nothing more than is due ro their Merit; For an Ass is an Aſs, and 
was born to eat Thiſtles: and where Afﬀes govern their Order is never obſerved, for they 
have no Eye either on. this Side or beyond their own private Proht;z yet ſometimes they 
are advanced the more is the pity. | | | Fa 
In another part was figured the Story, how my Father and Tiberr the Cat travelled to: 
.gether, and had ſworn by their Truth, that neither for Love nor Hate they would de- 
part one from the other: But it happened on a time, they ſaw Hunters coming over the 
Fields with a Kennel of Hounds, from which the fled a pace, for their Lives were in 
Danger. Then ſaid the Fox, Tibert, whither ſhall we fly, for the Hunters have deceived us? 
For my own part I have a thouſand Wiles to eſcape them, and as long as we abide to- 
.gether we ſhall not need to fear them. But the Cat began to ſigh, and was exceeding- 
1y afraid, and ſaid ; Reynard, what needs any Wotds? I have one Wile, and that muſt help 
me; and forthwith he clambered up to the Top of an high Tree, Where he lurked a- 
.mong the Leaves that neither Huntſman nor Hounds could hurt him, and left my Father 
to abide the whole Hszard, for the whole Kennel purſued him; Horns and -Hollows,cc- 
choing after him, Kill the Fox, kill the Fox. | 3 1 =_—_ 
This when Tibert ſaw, he mocked my Father, and ſaid, Now Couſin Reynard, it is time 
to ler looſe all your Wiles, for if your Wit fail you, 1 fear your whole Body will pe- 
:riſh. "This my Father hearing from him he moſt rruſted, and being then in the height 


of his Purſuir, wearied and almoſt ſpent, he let his Mail flip from his Shoulders to make 


himſelf ſo much lighter, yet all availed not, for the Hounds were ſo ſwift they had 


catcht him had he not by chance eſpied a little Hole into which he entered, and eſcaped 
the Hounds and Huntſmen. Here you may ſee the falfe Faith of the Car, like whom 
there be many living at this time; and though this might well excuſe me from loving 
the Cat, yet my Soul's Health and Charity binds me to the contrary, and 1 wiſh him 
no hurt, though his Misfortunes ſhall never be grievous to me; not ſo much for hatred 
as the Remembrance of his Injuries, which often contends againt.my Reaſon. | 
Alſo in that Mirrour ſtands another 'Hiſtory.of the Wolf, how on a time he found up- 
on a Heath a dead Horſe, whoſe Fleſh was eaten away, he was fain to gnaw-and.devour 
the Bones, which he did with ſuch Greedineſs, that ſwallowing them too haſtily. down, 
one fell ſo croſs in his Throat that he was almoſt,choak'd, and hardly eſcaped with Life; 
whereupon he ſought every Place for the cunningeÞ Surgeon, promiſing him great Gifts 
co eaſe his Tormenis: But having Toft much Labour, in the end he met with the Crane, 
and beſaught him with his long Neck and Bill to help him and he would highly x 


eward 


TY him. 
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. him. The Crane, greedy of Gain, put his Head into the Wolf's Throat and brought 
a out the Bone. The Wolf ſtarted at the Pull, and cried aloud, thou hurteſt me, but I 
* do forgive thee; yet do it not again I charge thee, for at another's Hands | would nor 
y bear it. Then the Crane ſaid, Sir Iſegrim, you are now made whole and at eaſe 1 look for 
* no more but the Reward you promiſed me. How, faid the Wolf, What Impudence i 

= this? I ſuffer and have Cauſe ro complain, yet he win be rewarded.; he wit) nor to much 
1e as thank me for his Life, but forgers that his Head wes in my Mouth, and kow 1 fut- 
ts 


fered him to draw it out again without hurting, albeir he pur me to eyceeding much 
er pain; I ſuppoſe it is I that deſerve the Reward and not you, the Crane. 

Thus you may ſee the Faſhion of ungrateful Men in theſe Days, how they ever rewar- 
ded Good with Evil; for where Pride is exalted, there Honour is ever laid in the Dutt. 
There be a World which ought to reward and do good to thole that haye advanced them, 
which now complain, and make tholeAdyaricements injurious, but th: Guardjan win tollow;z 


for it is the wiſeſt Counſel, That whotoever will go about ro chaſtiſe another ſhould 
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olt ever be ſure of his own Clearneſs. this, and a World more thin I can remember 
In WW was curiouſly wrought on this Glaſs; for the Work-maſter thercof was the cunningeſt 
he ad profoundeſt Clerk 4n Sciences that ever breathed. And beceute the ſewels were too 
nd = good and precious for me-to keep, therefore I tent them to the King and Queen's Ma- 
ey jeſties as a Prefent, to witneſs my Faith and Service: Ol he that had ſeen dat Sorrow 
ey FS my Children made when I tenc the Glaſs away would have wondered; for by reaſon of 
the great Vertues therein, they often gazed in the lame, both to behold themfe! ves, and 
to: FF fee how their Cloathing and Apparel became them. 
de- Little did I then imagine that good X ward was io near his Death; for then (hut him- 
the fſelf and Bellin the Ram) I knew no Meſſenger worthy to carry ſuch a Preſent: But 1 
in | 


will ſearch the whole World or I will find the Murderer; for Murder cannot he hid. It 
may be he is in this Preſence which knows what is become of Xayward, albeit he doth 
conceal it; for many Devils walk like Saints: Yet the greateſt Wonder of all is, (which 
troubled me moſt) that my Lord the King ſhould ſay, that my Father, nor my ſelf ever 
did good. But the Troubles of Affairs may well breed Forgetfulneſs in Kings, otherwiſe 
your Majeſty might call to mind, how when the King your Father lived, and you were 
a Prince not above two Years old, my Father came from the School at Aſountpelier, where 
he had ſtudied five Years the Art of Phyfick, and was expert in all the principles thereof, 
and ſo famous in thoſe Days, that he wore Cloaths of Silk and a Golden Girdie. Now 
when he was come to the Court, he found the King in great Extremity of Sickneſs, 
(which was no little Grief unto him, for he loved the King moſt dearly) and the King 
rejoiced at his Sight, and would not ſuffer him to be our of his Preſence. Ah others 
might walk whither they would, only he muſt ever be near him. Then faid your Father, 
Reynard 1 em exceeding fick, and I feel my Sickneſs encreafing. My Father anſwered, 
My Lord, here is a Urinal, make Water therein, and as ſoon as I behold your State I 
will give mine Opinion. The King did as he was adviſed, (for he truſted not any equal 
with him) then ſaid my Father, my beſt Lord, if you will be eaſed of your Grief, you 
muſt needs eat the Liquor of a Wolf of ſeven Years old, or elſe your Diſeaſe is incurable. 

The Wolf at that time ſtood by your Father, bur ſaid nothing; whereupon the King 
ſaid, Sir Iſegrim, you hear how there is nothing which can cure me but your Liquor. The 
Wolf replied, Not ſo my Lord, for I am not yet full five Yezrs old. It is no matter 
anſwered my Father, let him be opened, and when 1 lee the Liquor I will ten you if 
it be medicinable. Then was the Wolf carried to the Kitchen and his Liquor taken 
out, which the King did eat, and was preſently cured of his Sickneſs. Then the King 
thanked my Father, and commanded, all his Subjects on pain of Death, from henceforth 
to call him Maſter Reynard. So he abode till abour the King, walking by his Side, and was 
truſted in all things, and the King gave him for and Honour a Garland of Roſes which 
1 „ 
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he muſt ever wear upon his Head. But theſe Remembrances are all loſt and gone, and 
his Enemies ate now only advanced: Vertue is put back, and Innocence. lives in Sor. 
10w; for when Bafeneis and Covetouſneſs are made Commanders, they neither know 
themielves, nor look at the Lownels from whence they are riſen. They have no Hearts 
for pity, nor Ears for'a. poor Man's Cauſe. . Gold is the Gole they run to, and Gifts 
the God which they worſhip. What great Man's Gate doth not look upon Covetouſneſs? 
Where is not Flattery entertained ? And what Prince takes Hate at his own Praiſe ? But 
ſhould Greatneſs need this honeſt Service, well might they ſtarve e'er they could gain 
that Employment: For like Wolves, they had rather ſee their Maſters die than lend them 
one part of their Liquor. ; 5 

This, my Lord, was an Accident which fell in your Youth, and you may well forget 
it: Yet, without Boaſting, I my ſelf may ſay, I have done to you both Honour and Service, 
and you happily alſo forget that which I ſhall repeat; I vow-I do not it to upbraid 
your Majeſty, for you are ever worthy of more than I can render, and my uttermoſt 
is but the Rent of a loyal Subject, which I am ever bound by the Laws of God and Na- 
ture to perfom. 

SO it was, that on a time Tſegrim the Wolf and J had gotten a swine under us, and 
by reaſon of his extream loud crying, we were compell'd to bite him to Death. At 
which time your ſelf came our of a Grove unto us, and ſaluted us friendly, ſaying, 
That you and the Queen your Wife, which came after you, were exceeding hungry, and 
intceated us to give you part of our eng: Iſegrim them muttered in ſuch a manner, 
that none could underſtand him; but I ſpoke our aloud, With all my Heart my Lord, 
and were it better than it is, it were too mean for your Service. But Iſegrim according 
to his wont departed grumbling, and took half of the Swine, giving you and the Queen 
but one poor Quarter, the other he himſelf unmannerly devoured, and left me for my 


ſhare but a poor half of the Lungs. When your Majeſty had eaten your part, you were 


ſtill hungry, but the Wolf would deliver none; ſo that you reacht him a Blow with your 
Foot, which tore the Skin from his Ears, ſo that he ran away crying and howing with 
Extremity. But your Majeſty commanded him to return again ſpeedily, and bring you 
more Meat, but he went away grumbling. Then I beſought your Majeſty that I might 
go with him, and I well remember your Anſwer. So away we went together, his Ears 
dropping Blood an the way as he went: In the End we took a Calf, and when your 
Majeſty ſaw us bring it you laughed, and ſaid to me Jas a ſwift Huntfman, and could 
find my Game quickly; and therefore I was fit to ſerve in the time of Neceſſity. Then 
you bade me divide it, and I did it, and gave one half thereof to your Majeſty, the other 
half to the Queen: As for the Muggers, Liver, Lungs, and all the Iawards, I*ſent them 
to the young Princes your Children: As for the Head, I gave it to Tſegrim the Wolf, 
took unto my ſelf but the Feet only. Then ſaid your Majeſty, Ah Renard ! who taught you 


—— — 
hte tit. 


1 


Ar The MOR AL. CIO Ty 
By the Relation "which the Fox made of ' the Femels, and their ſeveral Vertues and Riches, is ſhewed 
the Policy of 1he Wicked, which are ever prepared of thoſe Baits which they know will ſooneft catch the Minds 
of. them they are to imangle, 45. Wealth, Health, Honour and Virtue, all: which are io be lodged in thoſe 
Fewels. As for 1he Stories contained in them, the Fix doth moralize them himſelf; ſbewing in tbem ſeverally 
zho.. by Impusations be would have the Lion know to be bis- Enemy: And ſuch Examples are evermore bit- 
ter, and work more in the Mind or the Hears then any violent Speech or Tavefion 32 By tbe 
repearting bis and bis Father; Services, i; ſbewed. the N of Offenders, which do extenuate pre- 
ſent- Crimes, cal to mind their. good Deeds paſt; nut ſo much: for the: Memory of | the good Example u 
ro. beg. 4 new Renard, tho it Bath been« never. ſo often paid For z for double. 7 urs: have ever -a-yender 
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to make theſe courteous Diviſions? My Lord, anſwered I, that did the Prieſt which fits here 
with his bald Pate, for he loſt his Skin for his too much Inequality; for his Covetouſ— 
neſs hath reap'd nothing but Shame and Diſhonour, But it matters not, for there be 
many Wolves in theſe Days, that would even eat up their beſt Friends and Kindred; 
nay, if they had Power, even your Majeſty allo; for they make no re ſſpect either of 
Friend or Enemy. But woe to that Common- wealth where fuch have the Upper hand and 
Government. 
My gracious Lord, this and many ſuch like Actions as this have I done for your Ma- 
jeſty, which were it Hot for tedioutneſs lake, I could well repeat; but they are all 
now caſt out of your Remembrance, but Time and my Loyalty, I hope, will one Day 
again recal them. I have ſeen rhe Days when no matter was finithed in che Court with 
out my Advice and Cenſure; though now that Judgment is nor reputed; yet it may 
be, the ſame Reputation may ſpring up again, and be believed as hrmly as before, as 
long as it ſwerves not from Juſtice, which is the only thing I ain at: For if any one 
can charge me otherwiſe and prove it by Witnefs, here I {tand to endure the àuttérmoſt 
the Law can inflict upon me; but if Malice only flander me without Witneis, I crave 
the Combat according to the Law and Iuſtance of the Court, Then ſaid the King, 
Reynard, you fay well; nor know I any thing more of X:yward's Death chan the bring - 
ing of the Head unto me by Bellin the Ram; therefore of it 1 here acquit you, My dear 
Lord ſaid the Fox, I humbly thank you; yet is his Death ſo grievous unto me, I cans 
not let it pals ſo eaſie: I remember my Heart was heavy at his Departure, and I was 
ready to fink to the Ground, which was a certain Preſage of the Loſs which happened. 
Theſe Words, and the fad Looks of the Fox io amazed all the Beholders, that they could 
mot chuſe but believe all that he uttered, fo that every one bemoaned his Loſs, and piti- 
ed his Sorrow. But the King and Queen were moſt touched with the ſame; and then 
entreated him that he would make diligent Search for the finding them our, for his Praiſes 
had ſtricken them far in love with the Jewels. And becauſe he told them he had ſent 
thoſe Jewels-unto them, (though they never ſaw them) yet they gave him as great thanks 
as if they had been in their ſafe Poſſeſſion and deſired him he would be a means they 
might be reſtored to them again. 
CH A P. XXII. 


How Reynard made his Peace with the King, and how Iſegrim the Wolf complatned of him again. 
E Fox underſtood their Meaning exceeding well, and though he little meant to 
perform what they intreated, yet he thanked the King and Queen for the Com- 
forts they gave him in his Extremity, vowing not to reſt either Night or Day, but to 
earch all the Corners of the Earth till he had found what was become of thele Jewels : 
Alſo intreating his Majeſty, that if they ſhonld be concealed in ſuch Places where he 
might be withſtood by Force, ſo as neither his Prayers nor Power might attain unto 
them, that then his Highneſs would aſſiſt him; both becauſe it was an occaſion which 


.concern'd him nearly, as alſo a thing required from hi: Office, being an Act of perfect 
_ Juſtice ro puniſh thoſe which were concern'd in this Action. 


Then the King anſwered him, that ſo ſoon as it ſhould be known where they were, 
no Help or Aſſiſtance ſhould be wanting. The Fox gave the King humble Thanks, for 
now .he had gotten all his Purpoſes to the wiſhed end he expected; and by his falſe Tale 
and Flattery, had fo faſtned the King unto him, that now he might go freely whither he 
"pleaſed, and none ſhould dare to complain upon him: Only Tſegrim the Wolf ſtood all 
this while infinitely diſpleaſed; and not able to contain his Anger any longer, ſaid : 
O my Lord the King! Is it, poſſible your Majeſty ſhould be ſo childiſh or weak of Be- 
lief, as to fix your Truſt on the Falſhood of this ever . which hath 
nothing but Shadoys and Chymeras wherewith to inchant? O! be not ſo eafily ſeduced: 
He is a Wretch all covered and hefmeared with Murder and Treaſon, and even to your 
own Face, hath made a Scoff of your Majeſty. 12 For 
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For my own part I am glad he is here in your preſence, and I intend to ring him 
ſuch a Peal of contrary Nature, that all the Lies he can invent {hall not bear him away 
"with Safety. = . | | vt 90 | IT 
so it 7g my dread Lord, that this diſſembling falſe Tray tor, not long ſince did betray 
my Wife moſt ſhamefully; for it happened on a Winters Day, that they two .travelled 
together through a very great Water, and he perſuaded my Wife that he would teach 
ber a ſingular Ait how to catch Fiſh with her Tail, by letting it hang Anglewiſe in 
the Water a good while; Whereunto he ſaid, there would ſo much inſtantly cleave, that 
half a dozen of them ſhould not be able to devour them. The filly Fool my Wife, 
ſuppoſing all to be Truth which came from him, went preſently into the Mire up to 
ner Belly before ſhe came to the Water; and coming into the Depth of the Water, a8 
he directed her, ſhe held her Tail down ſtill in the Water, expecting when Fiſh- ſhould 
cleave thereto: But the Weather being ſharp and froſty, ſhe ſtood there ſo long, that 
her Tail was frozen hard to the Ice, io that all the Force ſhe had was not able to pull 
ir out; but when this luſtful Villain beheld that, he preſently leapt upon her, and ra- 
' viſht her in ſuch beaſtly and ſhameful manner, that no modeſt Ear 1s able to hear the 
od iouſneſs of the Action. My poor Wife being difarmed, well might ſhe ſhriek, cry, 
and feed upon the Brine of her own Tears, but all to no purpoſe; the Deed was done 
and the Villain triumphed. This, no Impudence can make him deny, for I came and 
took him in the Action: Ol how much Jealouſy, Grief and Fury ailailed me at that 
Inſtant ! 1 was even diſtracted to behold them, and cried Reynard, Villain, What art thou 
doing? But he ſeeing me near approaching, preſently leapt from her, and ran his way. 
80 1 went unto her with much Sorrow and Heavinels, having a World of Labour cer 
I could break the Ice about her; and in ſpight of all my Cunning, yet ſhe was com- 
pelled to leave # Piece of her Tail behind her; and indeed we both hardly eſcaped with 
our Lives; for by reaſon of the great Anguiſh ſhe endured, ſhe. barked ſo loud, that the 
people of the next Village roſe up, and came with Staves and Bills, with Flails and Pitch- 
| forks, and the Wives with their Diſtaffs and ſo fiercely aſſaulted us, crying. Kill, kill, 
and flay, flay, that I never: was. in fo deſperate a taking» One Slave came. amongſt the 
reſt, which was ſtrong and ſwift of Foot, and hurt_us ſo ſore with a Pike-ſtaft, that 
had not the Night befriended us we had never eſcaped the Danger. From hence we 
came into a- Field fun of Brooms and Brambles, where we hid us from the Fury of our 
- Enemies. Thus my gracious Lord, you have heard how this Tray tor and Murderer hath 
- uſed us, and againſt the fame we grave the Right of your Law and Juſtice, 8 
But Reynard anſwered and ſaid, if this were true, I confeſs it would touch-me-near-in 
- Honour and Reputation; but God forbid that ſuch. a Slander-ſhould be proved againſt 
me: 1 confeſs I taught her to catch Fiſh, and. taught her how. to enter the Water and ne- 
ver touch the Mirez. but her Greedineſs ſo tranſported her when ſhe heard me name 
the Fiſh, that ſhe ran without reſpe& of any Path or Direction: and coming into Ice, 
che was thete preſently frozen, by reaſon of her too long tarry ing; for. ſhe had more 
Fiſh than would have ſatisfy'd twenty reaſonable Appetites; but it, is commonly. ſeen 
| That who'all would have, all forgee © Yet when 1 ſaw, her ſo faſtned in the Ice, I uſed-alt my 
- beſt Endeavours to looſen her; and ſo indeed was heaving and ſhoving a bout her, but 
- to little purpoſe: for hy reaſon of, her Mart not able to move her. 
I New iich eh Was doing came Iſcrim, and e 


873g Nag On? ſo.buſte about her, Chucllike 
he moſt viclently flandered we, like a_profuſe Witt 


which takes delight to be account- 


- ed: a Cuckold: But believe it my gracious Lord, -all. was falſe, and his Wife vertuous, 


* 


- for any ching within my Knowledge, whence Jam perſuaded that ſurely his Eyes da- 
nxrelled; for. indeed he uttered many a grievous e, Revenge a- 
gainſt me; fo that more to eſchew his Blaſphemy than Fury, I' went.on my way, and 
ie came, and: withas great ta de he; heav'd and ne d, and: ppy'd till he got.her out,, 


. 


the Bottom of the Well, and thou cameſt up to the Top; at which when 
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which done, then they (ſtary'd with Cold) ran and 2 up and down the Fields to 
get them in a heat; aod if this is not all Truth which I have ipoken, I am wilting to 


be depoſed; for I would not be the Father of any Falſhood before your Majeſty, to be 


Maſter of many Millions. However my Fortunes go, | reſp*& not; Truth is my Badge, 
and hath ever been the Enfign of my Anceſtors; and if there be any scruple or Doubt 
made of my Aſſertion, I ask but eight Days Liberty that I may confer with my learn- 
ed Council, and I win ſo prove all my Words by Oath and Teſtimony of good and ſu% 
ficient Witneſs, that your Majeſty, and your honourable Council ſhall accord to the ſuſt- 
meſs of my Proteſtatiom. As for the Wolf, what have I tro do with him? It is well known 


already that he is a debauchr and moſt notorious Villain; falſe both ro Heaven and your 


Majeſty ; and now his own Words witneſs him a baſe Slanderer of Women: Therefore 
I refer my ſelf to the Tryal of his Wife: if ſhe accuſe me let the World hold me guil> 


to lay any thing, though never ſo unjuſtly. 


ty, provided ſhe may be made free from her Hus band, whoſe Tyranny win compel her 


At this forth ſtept Dame Arſewinde, the Wolf's Wife, and ſaid, O Reynzr4d; Thou haſt fo 
-oyly a ſmooth Tongue, and ſo dipt in Flattery, that no Man is ſafe from thine Inchant- 


ment: It is not once but oft thou haſt deceived me: Remember how thou didſt uſe me 


at the Well with the two Buckets, which hang at one Cord, and running through one 


Pulley, which ever as one went down, the other went up: I remember how you getting 
in one of them, felleft down ro the Bottom of the Well, and there ſar in great Danger 
and Peril, ſo that I ran thither with great Haſte, and heard thee ſigh and make great 
Moan: Then asking thee how cameſt thou there? Thou anſweredſt me that thou wert 
there a- Fiſhing; and hadſt ſo much Fiſh, of which thou hadſt eaten ſo many that chy 
Belly was ready to break with ſwelling. Then I asking how I might come to thee, thou 
ſaidſt, Aunt, leap into that Bucket which hangeth there, and thou wilt be preſently with 


me z which I no ſooner did, but (being much heavier than thy ſelf) I feil 7 to 


{ſeemed tn 


be angry, thou ſaidſt, Aunt, this is but the Faſhion of the World, ever as one comes 


-up another muſt go down; and ſo faid, thou leapt out of the Bucket and ran your way, 


leaving me there all alone, where I remained a whole Day, pined with Hunger and ſtatv- 


ed with Cold; and e'er I could get out from thence, receiving ſo many Blows, that my 


Life was never in ſo great Danger. The Fox replied, Aunt, tho* the Strokes were pitt» 
ful to you, yet I had rather you ſhould have them than me for you are ſtronger and 


better able to hear them; and at that time one of us of neceſſity could not eſcape chem; 


beſides Aunt, I taught you Wiſdom and Experience, that you ſhould not truſt either 


Friend or Foe, when the Matter he perſuades to is the avoiding of his his own Peril; 


for Nature teacheth us to love our Welfare; and which doth otherwiſe is crowned 


with nothing but the Title of Folly. 


Then ſaid Dame Arſewind to the King, I beſeech your Majeſty, mark how this Difſem> + 
bler can blow with all Winds, and paint his Miſchief with falſe Colours: A World of 


She-Apez where cer I eſcap'd, I was fain leave one of my Ears behind me: If the Fox 


times hath he brought me into theſe Hazards. Once he betrayed” me to my Aunt the 


fare tell the Truth of the Story for I know his Memory to be much better, beſides lie 


is apt to catch Advantage from the Weakneſs of Language, I defire no better Evidence 


and therefore I'beſeech” your Majeſty to lend your Royal Patience. 


Upon a certain time, the Wolf here came to me in the Wood, and complained unto 


zgainſthim.- Then ſaid the Fox, willingly I win do it, and without Flattery or Falſhood}- 


me that he was exceeding hungry, yet never ſaw him funer in my Life, but he woufd 


ever difſemble : At which preſently 1 took pity of him, and ſaid, 


ö | | was alfo* hungry as 
wen as he: So away we went, and travelled half a" Day together without finding any 
ching then began he to whine and cry, and Rid he was able to go no further. Then 
2, 56 = y 
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19009 by the Foot of a Haughthorn Tree we eſpied a Hole all covered with Brambles; and 
140 hearing a great ruſhing therein, but could not imagine the Cauſe why, then I deſired 
the Wolf to go in, and look if there were any thing there to ꝓroſit us, for ſomething 
I knew there was. Then ſaid he, Couſin, I would not creep into the Hole for 2 hun- 
dred Pounds till I knew certainly what is therein, for there may be Danger; but if you 
plea ſe to attempt it, who I know hath both Art and Wit to ſave yourielf, I will ſtay 
| here under this Tree till you return; but I beſeech you make haſte, and let me know 
What is therein as ſoon as you perceive ir. . 

Behold my dread Lord the King, thus he made me, poor filly Beaſt, to go before in- 
to the Hazard, and he, who is great, ſtrong and mighty did abide without in Peace, 
wherein I expreſt no little Friendſhip, for I would not endure the like Danger for a 
Kingdom: But to proceed, 1.entred the Hole, and found the way dark, long and tedi- 
ous; in the end 1 ipied a great Light, which came in on the other Side of the Hole, by 
Which I ſaw there lying a great She-Ape, with Eyes glimmering and ſparkling with Fire, 
her Mouth fet round with long ſharp Teeth, and on her Hands Nails as ſharp as an- Aw] 
or .Bodkin: I imagined her at firſt a Marmazin, or Baboon, or elſe a Mercat, for a more 
deadful Beaſt I never beheld in all my Life time; and by her fide lay divers of her Chil 
dren, which like her lelf.were cruel and ſtern of Countenane; when they ſaw me come 
towards them, they gaped wide with-their-Mouths upon we, ſo that I grew amazed, and 
-wiſht my ſelf far from their Harbour: But reſolving! with my ſelf, that now I was in, 
iT rauſt.quit my ſelf as well as I could : I looked more conſtantly upon her, and methought 
he .eppear'd bigger than the Wolf, and the leaſt of her Brats much larger than my ſelf; 
For fouler Compaay I never ſaw, they were laid in foul Litter, rotten and dirty with 
«Their Piſs, they were all daub'd and-clogg'd with their own Dung, which ſtunk fo filthi- 
Iy that. I was almoſt poy ſonid with the Smell. | { h 
For my oon part 1 durſt not but ſpeak them fair, and therefore I ſaid, Aunt, God 
give you many good Days, and bleſs you and my Couſins, your pretty Children; que- 
{tionleis they are the faireſt of their Ages that ever I beheld; and fo ſurpaſs in Beauty 
and Perfection, that they may be accounted of the moſt princely Iſſue. Truly Aunt, 
Ve @re- laing to you that doth add this Increaſe and Glory to our Fami- 
y. For my. own part dear Aunt, when I heard you were laid down and delivered, I 
could not ſtay, but muſt needs come and viſit you. Then cried ſnhe, Couſin Reynard you 
are exceeding welcome: You, have found me like a Slut, but I thank you for your kind 
Wijfitation; you axe a worthy Gentleman, and thro* the King's Dominion, for your Wit 
and judgment, held of ſingular Reputationz you do much honour to our Kindred, and 
.are famous for the means you work to their Preferment: I muſt intreat you to take 
Charge of my Children, and inſtruct them in the Rules of Knowledge and Science, that 
chey may know hereafter how to live in the World. I have thought of you ever fince 
they were born, and reſolved upon this, Couſin, beauſe I knew your Perfection, and 

«chat. you accompany: your ſelf with the Good and 'Virtuaus. | 1 * K 
Ol how ;zlad-was Ihen I heard thoſe Words to proceed from her, which Kindnefs 
Ws 5 at ficſt 1 catied her Aunr, who indeed was no way a-kin to me; for my 
ecrue Aunt indeed is only Dame Rulenam, which ſtandeth yonder, who is indeed Mother 
Of excellent Children; Het notwithſtanding, I anſwer'd this foul Monſter: Aunt, my 
Life and Goads are both at your Service, and What I can do for you Night and Day 
hall ever be at your commandment, and your Childrens; yet IL moſt heartily wifht my 
elf far from chem at that Inſtant; for was almoſt poy ſon'd with: the stink, and pi- 
;tied Iſgrim who was griev ed with Hunger all this while: And offering to take my Leave 
feigning that my Wife would chin it long tin my Return, the faid, Dear Couſin, you 
4hatl net depart till you have eaten ſomething for I fhall take it unkind if you fe- 
(ile cit: Then zrole the p, and carcied me into an inner Chamber, Where Was grent 
| — 22 | 2 Boo, , Kats. "ſtore 
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tore of an kind of Veniſon; both the Red- Deer, Fallow Deer, and Roes, and great Store 
ol Patridge and other Fowls, that I was much amazed from whence ſuch ſtote of Meat ſhould 
come. Now when Thad eaten ſufficiently, the gave me a Side and half a Haunch of en Hinde 
to carry home to my Wife, which I was aſhamed to take, bur that ſhe competied me: And 
ſo taking my Leave, and being intreated oft to viſit her, I did depart from thence, much 
joy ed that I had ſped fo well. : | 

Now being come out of the Cauſy, Leſpied where Iſegrim lay groaning pitifuny; and 1 
asked him how he fared? He ſaid wondrous ill, and fo extremely ill, that, D-ar Nephew, 
without ſome Meat, I die preſently ; and then did I take Compaſſion on him, and rave 
him my. Wife's Token, which preſerved his Life; and for which then he gave me 2 World of 
Thanks, tho' now he hates me extremely. Butas ſoon as he had devoured my Veniſon, he 
ſaid, Reynard, my dear Couſin, what found you in the Hole > Believe ir, I am now more 
hungry than 1 was before: and this ſmall Morſe! hath but ſharpened my Teeth to eat more, 
Then faid I to him, Uncle, get you into the Hole, and you ſhall find fore of Victuals; 
for there lieth my Aunt with her Children; if you can flatter and ſpeak her fair you 
need fear no hard Meaſure, all things will be as you would wiſh it. | 

I think, my gractous Lord, this was Warning ſufficient, and which might have armed 
any wiie Spirit; but.rude and barbarous Beaſts will not underſtand Wiſdom ;. and there» 
fore they loath the Policies they know not, but yet he promiled to follow my Counſe!: 
So forth he went into that foul ſtinking Hole, and found the Ape in that filthy ſort as 
before I deſcribed, which when he ſaw, being affrighted, he cried out, woe, and alas! 
I. think I am come into Hell, Did ever Creature lee ſuch fearful Goblings > Drown 


B 


2 
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th them for ſhame, drown them, they are ſo ugly, they are able to ſcare the Devil: Why, 
i. | they. make my Hair ſtand an end with their horrid Deformity. Then laid ſhe, Sir Iegrirn, 

| their Creation is not my fault; let it ſuffice, they are my Children, and Jam their Mother. 
od Nor ought their Beauty or hard Favour diſpleaſe you. Here was a Kinſman of theirs to 


je- day, and-he is newly departed, who is well known to exceed you in Birth, Wiſdom and 
ty | Yertue,.and: he accounted them fair and Lovely; for your Opinion T' care not, there» 
at, fore you may depart at your Pleaſure: Then he replied, Dame, I would have you know: - 


ni that LWould eat of your Meat, it is much better beſtowed on me than on thoſe ugly 
11 Urchins: But ſhe told him ſhe had no Meat: Yea ſaid he, here is Meat enough: And with 
in that offering to reach at the Meat, my Aunr ſtarted up with her Children, and ran at 
nd him with their ſharp Nails, and ſo claw'd him, that the Blood ran about his Ears, and 
Vit heard, him cry and howl fo extreamly, that it appeared he had no Defence but to run 
\rtd out of the, Jole as faſt as he could, for indeed he came out both extreamiy beaten, and 
ake extreamly oitten, all his Skin ſlaſht like a $ambJerkin; and one Far left behind as « Payn 
hat of his- Manners. | | 
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By the- Complaint - of the Wolf is ſhewed, the end that one ill Man bears another; and bow t6ath- they 
e that any of the - contrary Factions ſhould eſcape Puniſhment ;, and th1t. to gain revenge, they care nac 
what-Indignity they do to themſelves ; as doth appear by the Wolf's ſlandering bis own Wife: By the ring 
of .1be- Town- againſt the Welf and his Wife is ſhewed, that one Miſchief feldom cometh to all Folks, bus © 
anot ber «till follows it at the Heels. By the Fox's Excuſe is ſhewed bow Policy bas ever an Evan or 
Glazk for any Euil it doth, and can colour every thing with a Pretence of Goodneſs. ' The Foxs's Conte mpe 
of - the Wolf ſhews, that Strength or Pulicy conſiſts in dilgracing the adverſe Party; and calling his good Name 
in queſtion, hy which meant be may loſe bis Life and Credit. By . 1he Sbe-Wolf's falling into the Well ſhes | 
ahe- Effet: of Covetouſnejs, which never brings any thing home but Loſs and Dangers z and that Policy cares 
not who pines, ſo he feel» no Pain, as appears by the Fox's tempting her ime the Bucket.” By their entring = 
Ihe sbe· Ape Cave, is-ſhewel the Difference betwiat Irnperunce and Raſpmeſi, and hom far gocd Words pri- 
veil: befgre tude and churliſi- Behaviour, - % 25962 na; cated; Za 


— ot — —_ — „ 
= 


72 The Ancient Hiſtory of Reynard the F-O JM 
This when I ſaw, I asked him if he had flattered ſufficiently; and oo e had 
ſpoken as he found; for the Dame was a foul Bitch, and the Litter moſt Inſters, 
Then I told him, how he ſhould have commended their Beauties, and took them fo the beſt 
of his Alliance, and he replied, he had rather ſeen them.all hanged. Then (quoth I) you 
muſt always receive ſuch Reward as now you do; but Wiidom would do otherwiſe; A Lie 
ſometimes as much availeth as a true Tale; and fair Words never come out of Seaſon : and 
better than we hold it for a Rule worthy of Imitation. 
| f C-H A P. XIII. | 
Kow Iſegrim prefer d his.Glove to Rey natd to fight with him, which Reynard accepted: And how 
\Rukenaw adviſed the Fox to carry himſelf in the Fight. 
HE Wolf anſwered the Fox, I may well forbear, (falſe Villain, as thou art) thy 
- Mocks and Scorns 3 but thine Injuries I will not. You ſay, I was almoſt dead for 
Hunger when you helpt me in my Need; but thou lieſt falſely therein; for ic was nothing 
hut a bare Bone thou gaveſt me, when thou hadſt knawed all the Meat thereof; and there- 
tore know in this n my Reputation: Again, thou accuſeſt me of Treaſon againſt 
the King, and to conſpire his Majeſty's Death; for certain Treaſure thou ſayeſt is in Huſterloe: 
HAllo thou haſt abuſed and ſlandered my Wite, which will ever be an Infamy to her Name, 
if it be not revenged. Theſe things conſidered, I have forborn you long, therefore now 
ook not to eſcape; wherefore now leeing there is no other Teſtimony but our own Con- 
ſciences, before you my Lord the King, and the reſt of my Noble Lords, Friends and Alli- 
«nces, here I will affirm and prove to the laſt Drop of my Blood, that thou Reynard the Fox 
2rta falſe Traitor and a Murderer, and make it good upon thy Body within the Liſts of the 
Field, Body againſt Body, by which means our Strife ſhall have an End; and in Witneſs 


whereof I caſt thee my Glove, which-1 dare thee to take up, that I may have Right for my 
Injuries, or elſe die like a Recreant. uy 


Reynard was fomething perplexed when he ſaw this, for he knew himſelf much too weak 
for the Wolf, and feared to come to the worſt; but ſtraight remembring the Advantage he 
had, by reaſon the Wolf's Fere-claws were pulled away, and that they were not yer fully 
cured: Wharſoever he be that ſaith Tama Traitor or a Murderer, I ſay, he lieth in his 
Throat; eſpecially Iſegrim above all others; Poor Fool, thou bringeſt me to the Place I de- 
(fre, and to the Purpoſe I wiſh for; in ſign whereof I take up thy Glove, and throw. down 
-mine, to proveall thy Words lies and Falſhoods. | 2 iy | 
This ſaid, the King received their Pledges, and admitted the Battle, commanding them to 
ꝓut in their Surety, that the next Day they ſhould try the Combat: Then ſtept forth the 
Bear and the Cat, and were Sureties for the Wolf; and for the Fox were Sureties'Grimbard the 
Brock and Betelas, When all Ceremonies were finiſhed, the She Ape took Reynard aſide, and ſaid, 
Nephew, I beſeech you rake Care of your ſelf in this Battle, be bold and wiſe; your Uncle 
taught me once a Prayer of ſingular Vertue for him which was to hight, and he learned it of 
chat excellent Scholar and Clerk, the Abbot of Budelo: And he that faith this Prayer with a 
good Devotion faſting, ſhall never be overcome in Combat: And therefore my beſt Nephew, 
De not afraid, for To-morrow 1 will read it over to you, and the olf ſhall never prevail 
againſt you. The Fox gave her many Thanks for her Favours, and told her his Quarrel was 
good and honeſt, and therefore he had no doubt of his Succeſs: So all that Night he tarried 
awith his Kinsfolks about him, who drove away the time with pleaſant Diſcourſe. But 
Dame-Rukenaw ſt ill beat her Brain how to work him Advantage in the Combat, wherefore ſhe 
cauſed all his Hair to be ſhaved off, even from Head to Tail, and then-ſhe anointed all his 
Body quite:over with Oil of Olive, fo that ſhe made it ſo ſmooth and ſlippery, that the Wolf 
cau!d catch no hold of him: Beſides be was round, fat and plump of Body, which much a- 
Vailed co his Advantage. Then ſhe adviſed him that Night to drink exeeeding much, that 
the might he More apt to piſs in che Marning, but not. to ſhed any till he came into the Field: 
Then ſaid ſhe, when ꝙ ou are in the Fight, and ſee time fitting, piſs upon yourcbuſhy Tail, 


and 


r 


bets” s <+» Þ r A — 8 — "PEI ; 


1" * „ 
? . 


_yY N —— 


The Ancient Hiſtory of Reynard the FOX, 73 
and grit en the Wolf's Face, as near as you can into his Eyes, by which means blinding 
his Sig htz*Remhan be little able co offend you; but ar theſe (pectal Times, keep your Tail as 
cloſe as you can between your Legs, leſt he catch hold thereon, and pull you to che Ground; 
alſo look carefully to your ſelf at the firſt, and by all means ſhun his Blous, making him to 
coil and run after you, efpectally where moſt Duſt is, and ſpring it up with your Fect, make 
it flie. in his Eyes; take your Advantage, and ſinite and bite him where you may do him 
moſt Miſchief; ever and anon ſtriking him on the Face with your Tail foll of Pils, and that 
win take from him both Sight and underſtanding: beſides it will fo weary him, that (his fest 
not being fully cured of their Hurt Ly the Loſs of his Shoes, which you cauted to be pulled 
off) he will not be able to pur ſue you; for tho' he be great, yet his Hart is lictle and weak. 
This (Nephew) is mine Advice, and aſſure your ſelf in thele Caſes, Ar: pre vai eth as much 
2s Courage; therefore regard your (elf well, that not only your (elf but your whole Fami- 
ly may gain Honour and Reputation from your Fortune: As for the Chari of Prayer which 
your Uncle Martin taught me, by which you may be invincible, it is this which followeth. 
Then laying her Hand upon his Head, the laid, Baer, S0 ½%, Aipheni, Rubue, Oorſont, Aribuntro. 
Now, Nephew, aſſute your ſelf you are free from all Miſchief or Danger whatfoever ; there» 
fore go to your Reſt, for it is near Day, and ſome Sleep will make the Body better diſpos'd. 

The Tox gave her infinite Thanks, and told her ſhe had bound him ro her a Servant for 
ever; and in thoſe Holy Words ſhe had ſpoken, he had placed his Confidence unremoveable, 


and ſo he laid himdown to reſt under a Tree in the Grals, till it was Sun-riſe: At which 


Time the Oiter came unto him and awaked him, and gave him a fat young Duck to ear, ſay- 
ing, Dear Couſin, I have toiled all this Night to get this Preſent for you, which I took 
from a Fowler: Here, take and eat it, and it ſhall give you Vigour and Courage. The F 
ga ve him many Thanks, and ſaid, It was fortunate Hanſel, and if he ſurvived that Day, he 
ſhould find he ſhould require it: So the Fox eat the Duck without Bread or Sauce; and ro it 
he drank four great Draughts of Water, and then he went to the Place appointed, where 
the Liſts ſtood, with all his Kindred attending on him. „ 

When the King beheld Reynard thus Shorn and Oyl'd, he ſaid unto him, Well, Fox, I fee 
thou art careful of your own Safety: you reſpect not Booty, ſo you eſcape Danger, The 
Fox anſwered not a Word, but bowing himfelf down humbly to the Earth, both before 
the King and Queen's Majefties, he went forth into the Field, and at the ſame time the Wilf 
was alſo ready, and ſtood boaſting, and giving out many proud and vain-glorious Speeches. 
The Marſhals and Rulers of the Liſts were the Leopard and the Lynx : Theſe brought forth a 


Book, on which the Wolf ſwore and maintained his Aſſertion, That the Bx was a Traitor 


and a Murderer, which he would prove on his Body; or elſe be counted a Recreant. Then 
Reynard took the Book and ſwore he lied as a falſe Traytor and a Thief, which he would 
prove on his Body or be accounted a Recreant 

* When theſe Ceremonies were done, the Marſhals of the Field had them to their Devoir. 
And then every Creature avoided the Lifts, except Dame Rukenaw, who ſtood by the Fox, 
and bade him remember the Words and InftruRions ſhe had given him, and call to mind, 
how when he was ſcarce ſeven Years old, he had then Wiſdom enough to pif* the darkeſt 


Night without Lanthorn or Candle. light, or the Help of the Moon, when any Occafion te- 


quired him; and that his Experience was much greater, and his Reputation of Wiſdom 


more frequent with his Companions; and therefore to work ſo as he might win the Da : 
which would be an eternal Monument to him and his Family for ever. To this the æ ag. 


— 
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By the Wolf's challenging the Combat of the Fox, is ſhewed the mulneſi of Rige and Fury, and how negli- 


gent it is in reſpecting its own Hazard, ſo it may do Miſchief to the Adverſary. The Fox's accepting of it, ſhews 


w when Policy barh no other ſhifting Hole, that then it grows deſperate, and will out- face an: thing to 15- er- 
moſt Dan er. By the She-Ape*s Counſel i: ſhewed, the Care of 4 true Friend, which is then ever meſt buſy, 
when he ſees his Companion in Danger, and leaves 2 way unſoug ht that may fyee him from Trouble. OR 
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7 twered, My beſt Aunt, aſſure your felf I will do my beft, and nor forget a Tittle bf your 
Cueunte]:; I doubt not but my Friends ſhall honour me, and my Foes be made aſhamed by: 
; my Actions: To this the Ape ſaid Amer, and fodeparted. | 
| | | | CH A P. XXIV. 
| Of the Combat betwixt the Fox and the Wolf; the Event, Paſſages, and Victory. 

HEN none but the Combatents were in the Liſts, the Woff went towards the F:: 

with infinite Rage and Fury, and thinking to take the Fox in his Fore-Eeert, the Fox 

leapt nimbly from him, and the #/of purfued him; ſo that there began a tedious Chaſe be- 

J., tween them, on which their Friends gazed, The Wolf taking larger Strides than the Foa, 
13 often overtook him, and lifting up his Feet to ſtrike him, the Fox avoided the Blow, and 
{ if imorc him on the Face with his Tail, which was alfo ſo be-piſt, that the Wolf was ſtriken al- 
154 moſt blind, the Piſs ſmarting ſo extremely; and was forced to reſt while he cleared his Ey es 

4 os which Advantage when Reynard ſaw, he ſcratched up the Duſt with his Feet, and threw it in 
; | the Eyes of the Wolf. This grieved him worle than the former, fo that he durſt folow him 
Nn no longer; for the Duſt and Sand ſticking in his Eyes, ſmarted ſo ſore, that of Force he 
mut rub and waſh it away: which Reynard ſeeing, with all the Fury he had, ran upon him, 
anc with his Teeth gave him three ſore Wounds on his Head; and ſcoffing; ſaid, Have I hit 
It you, Mr. Hef? I will yet hit you better; You have kined many a Lamb, and many an inno- 
ere cent Beaſt, and would impofe the Fault upon mez but you ſhall find the Price of your 
Knavery : J am markt to puniſh thy Sins, and I will give thee thy Abfolution bravely. It 
is good thou ule Patience, for Hell is Purgatory, and thy Life is at my Mercy: Yet notwith- 
itanding, if thou wilt kneel down, and ask me Forgiveneſs, and confeſs thy ſelf van- 
quiſhed, (tho thou beeſt the worſt Thing living) yet Iwill ſpare thy Life; for my Pity 
makes me loath to kill thee. Theſe Words made 1 both mad and deſperate, ſo that he 
knew not how to expreſs his Fury: His Wounds bled, his Eyes ſmarted, and his whole 
Body was oppreſſed: So that in the Heighth of his Fury he lift up his Foot, and truck the 
Fox.lo great a Blow, that he fell'd him to the Ground: But Reynard-: being nimble, quickly 
role up again, and encountered the Wolf; that between them began a dreadful and dou brful 


Combat. The Wolf was exceeding furious, and ten times leapt to catch Reynard faſt 3 but his 


Skin was fo flipperv and oily, that he could not hold him. | 
Nay, ſo wonderous nimble was he in the Fight, that when the Hf thought to have him 
ſureſt, he would ſhifr himſelf between his Legs, and get under his Belly, and every time 
ga ve the Wolf a bite with his Teeth, or a Swap on che Face with his Tail, that the poor Wolf 
found nothing but deſpair in the Conflict, albeit bis Strength was much the greater.. 
Thus many Wounds and Bitings paſſed on either Side: the one expreſſing Cunning, and 
the other Strength; the one Fury and the other Temperance. In the end, the Wolf being 
enraged that the Battle continued ſo long, (for had his Feet been found, it had been much 
ſhorter) he ſaid to himſelf, Iwill make an end of this Combat; for I'know my very weight 
is able to cruſh him in pieces, and I looſe much of my Reputation to ſaffer him thus long to 
conrend againſt me: And this faid, he ſtruck the Fox: again ſo ſore a Blow on the Head with 
his Foot, that he fe down to the Ground, and e're he could recover himſelf, and ariſe, he 
caught him in his Feet, and thre him under him, lying upon him, in ſuch wiſe, as if he 
would have preſt bim to Death. N | | 
No began the Fa to be grievouſly afraid, and all the Wolf *s Friends began to ſhout for 
Joy: But the Re defended himfelf as well as he could with his Claws, lying along; but the 
Wolf could not hurt him with his Claws, his Feet were fo ſore; only with: his Teeth he 
ſnatched atthim to bite him; which when the Fox: ſaw, he ſmote the Wolf on the Head with 
his Fore · Claws; ſo that he tore his Skin between his Brous and his Ears; and one of his 
Eyes hung gut of his Head, which put the u ro infinite Torment; and he howled out ex- 
treamly: Then Iſegria wiying his Face, the Fax took Advantage thereof, and with his ftrug- 
ling got upon his Feet. | | . | 


. 
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At which the Wolf was Angry, and ſtriking after him, caugkt the He in his Arms, and 
held him faſt; never was Reynard in ſo great a Strait as then, for that time area: was cheir 
Contention: But Anger now made the Wolf forget his Smart, and gripping the Fox 21:0- 
gether under him, as Renard was defending himſelf, his Hand light into Tjegrim's Mouth, fo 
that he was in-Danger to loſe it. Then {aid the Wolf to the Ex, Now 2ither vield thy ſelf as 
vanquiſhed, or elſe certainly I will kill these; neither thy Dutt, thy Pils, thy Mocks, nor 
any lubtle Invention ſhall now ſave thee; thou art now left utterly deſperate, and my 
Wounds muſt have their Satisfation. When the Fox heard this, he thought ir was a hard 
Election; for both brought his Ruin: So he tuddeniy concluded, and ſgid, Dear Uncle, 
fince Fortune commands me, I yield to be your Servant at your Command: I will crave! for 
you to the Holy Land, or any other Pilgrimage, or do any Service which ſhall be beneftgial 
to your Soul, or the Soul of your Forte Fathers: I will do for the King, or your Holy Father 
the Pope: I will hold of you my Lands and Revenues; and as I, fo ſhall all the reſt of my 
Kindred; ſo that you ſhall be a Lord of many Lords, and none {hall dare to move againſt 
you: Befides, whatſoever I ger of Pullers, Geeſe, Patridges, or Plover, Fleſh or Fiſh, you, 
your Wife and Children ſhall have the firſt Choice ere any come into my Belly: I will ever 
Rand by your fide, and whereſoever you go, no Danger ſhall! come near you: You ar? 
ſtrong and Iam ſubtle, we two joined together, what Force can prevail againft us? Again, 
ve are ſo near in Blood, that Nature forbids there ſhould be an Enmity between us: I 
would not have fought againſt you, had I been ture of Victory; but that you firſt appealed, 
and then you know of neceſſity I muſt do my utmoſt: I have alſo in this Battle been cour- 
teous to you, and not ſhewed my worſt Violence, as I wouid on a Stranger; for I know it 
is the Duty of a Nephew to ſpare his Uncle; and this you may well perceive by my running 
from you. I tell you it was an Action much contrary to my Nature; for I might often 
hurt you when I refuſed z nor are you worle for me by any thing mote than the Blemiſh 
of your Eye, for which I am ſorry, and wiſh it had net happened; yet know that you 
ſhall rather Benefit than loſe thereby; for when other Beaſts in their Sleep ſhut two Win- 
dos, you ſhall ſhut bur one. As for my Wife, Children, and Lineage, they ſhall fail 
don at your Feet before you in my Preſence; and therefore I kumbly deſire you, that you 
will ſuffer poor Reynard to live. I know you will kill me, but what will that avail you, 
when you ſhall never live in Safety, for Fear of Revengement of my Kindred? Therefore 


Temperance in a Man's Wrath is excellent; whereas Raſhneſs is ever the Mother of Repen- 


tance: But Uncle, I know you to he valiant, wiſe and diſcreet, and you rather feek Ho- 
nour, Peace and good Fame, than Blood and Revenge. 

dſegrim the Wolf ſaid, Thou horrid Diſſembler, how fain would thou he freed of my Servi- 
-tude? Too well I underſtand thee, and know that if thou were ſafe on thy Feet, thou 
would forſwear this Su bmiſſion; but —— all the Wealth in the World ſhall not buy our 
thy Ranſom; for thee and my Friends I eſteem them not, nor believe any thing thou haſt 
uttered: Too well I know thee, and am no Bird for thy Lime- buſh; Chaff cannot deceive 
me. Oh! how would'ſt thou triumph if I ſhould believe chee, and fay I wanted Wit to un- 
derſtand thee; but thou ſhalt know I can ſee both on this fide and beyond thee; thy many 
Deceirs now uſed upon me, have armed me againſt thee. Thou ſay'ſt thou ſpared me 
in the Battle; but look upon me, and my Wounds will ſhew how falſely thou lieſt : Thou 
- never gave me time to breath in, nor will I give thee a Minute to repent ia; and the ra- 
wt, when I think * the 2 moo did'ſt to my Bed, and how inhumanely thou 
did'ſt raviſh my dear Wife Dame Arſewin | ' : 
. Now whilſt I rim was thus talking, the Fox bethought himſelf how he might beſt get 
free; and thruſting his other Hand down between his Legs, he caught the Hof faſt by the 
Stones, and he wrung him ſo extremely and hard thereby, that he made him ſhriek and howl 
cout with the Anguiſh: Then the Fæ drew his other Hand out of his Mouth; for the Wolf 


was in ſuch wondrous Torment, that he had much ado to contain himleif from en 
. K 2 n 


- mine the Battle: As for themſelves they had done ſufficiently, neither would the 


ſo proceed to Judgment. 
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for his Torment far exceeded the Pain of his Eye; and in the End he fell ever and over in a 
Swoon : Then preſently Reynard lea pt upon him, and drew him about the Liſts, and dragg'd 


bim by the Legs, and ſtruck, wounded and Bit him in many Places, ſo that all the whole 
Field might take Notice thereof. ö 


At this all Iſegrim's Friends were full of Sorrow, and with great Weeping and Lamenting 


went to the King, and prayed him to be pleaſed to appeaſe the Combat, and take it into his 
ow: Hands, which Suit the King granted: And then the Leopard and the Lynx (being Mar- 


mals) entered the Liſts, and told the Fox and the Wolf chat the King would (peak with them, 
and that the Battle ſhould here end; for he would rake it into his own Hands, and deter- 


King loſe 
either ot them; and the Fox, they ſaid, the whole Field gave him the Victory, gt 
The Fox laid, I humbly thank them, and what pleaſeth my Lord the King to command. 
Iam ready ro obey : For mine Ambition is no further than to be Victor: Therefore I be- 
ſeech you let my Friends come to attend me, that J may proceed by their Advice: They an- 
ſwered it was Realon : So preſently came forth Dame Sopard, and Grimbard her Husband; 
Dame Rukensw with her two Siſters, Beetle- Arſe and Fullrump her two Sons, and Malite: her 
Daughter, the Held Mouſe, the Weeſel, and above an hundred which would not have come it 
the Fox had loſt th» Conqueſt : tor ro him that hath Honour will ever flock Attendants, but 


to him that is in Lols, will nothing but Contempt follow. Alas, to the Fox.came the Beaver 


the Otter, and both their Wives Panteerote and Ordigla, and the Oftrole, the Martine, and the 
Fichews, the Ferret, the Squirrel, and a World more than I can name; and all becauſe he was 
the Victor: Nay divers which had complained of him, were now of neareſt Kindred, and 
ready to do him all Service. This is the Faſhion of the World, he that is rich and in Favour, 
can never be poor or hungry for Friendſhip; every one will ſeem to love him, every one 
will imitate his Falſhoods. | 

Then was 4 ſolemn Feaſt held, Trumpets were ſounded, Cornets winding, Shawms, and 
all Inſtruments wa: bled, and every one cried, Praiſed be Fove for this glorious Conqueſt, 
Reynard thanked them all kindly, and received them with great Joy rad, Glad neſs. Then 
asked their Opinions, whether he ſhould yield the Victory to the King or no? And Dame 
Stopard ſaid, Tea. by all means, Couſin, for it ſtands with your Honour, nor may you deny it. 
And fo the Marſhals going before, they went all to the King, guarding the Fox: on every 
Side, all the Trumpets, Pipes and Minſtrils-founding before him. 

W ken Reynard came before the King, he fell on his Knees, and the King made him ſtand 
up, and faid to him, Reynard, You may well rejoice, for you have won much Honour this 
Day; therefore here I dilcharge you, and wy free to go whither your own Will leads 
vou; for all Conteſtations I take upon my ſelf, and will have it diſcuſt by the Wiſeſt of the 
Kingdom, as ſoon as Iſegrim's Wounds ſhaſl be cured; at what time Iwill ſend for you, and 


U 
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By the Wolf's furious. aſſailing the. Fox, hit watching and purſuing of Advantages, . is ſhewed the 


Folly of Rage and Paſſion, and the Diſcretion of Temperance and Wiſdom; the firſt never bringing any 


1 hy thing but .Loſs, the other commonly accompanied with Honour and Safety, By the piſt Tail, is expreſs 


the ſharp Affliclions with which Wiſdom ever puniſhes Raſhneſs: And. by the Loſs of the Wolf; Eye, 
ir foil 152 Madneſs and Rage it evermore but blindneſs. The Wolf; catching 1 Fox, au hoid - 
ing him in bis Power, ſhews that Fortune ſometimes avours Fools, but never gives them Grace 10 
enjoy the Benefis. The Fox's flattering of the Wolf, fhews, that whenſoever Wiſdom ii oppreſt, it 
bab ſtill one Means: or other to gain his own Liberty, and that fair Words do ever either vanquiſh or 
ajtoniſh. . Lafily, by the weak Fox's conquering the ſiroag Wolf, is ſhewed. that in all theſe Accidents 
bange, neither Force, Rage nor Violence do prevail ſo. much as Wiſdom, Diſcretion. and Temper 


rauce, and wary Carriage. 1 My 
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My worthy dread Lord (ſaid the Fox) I am well pleaſed with any thing that ſhall pleaſe 
you : Let when I came firſt to your Highneſs's Court, there were many malicious Perſons 
which ſought my Lite, whom I never injured, but they thought to overcome me, by join- 


ing with mine Enemies againſt me; and thinking the 7 had greater Favour than 1 with 


your Majeſty ; this was the Ground of their Indignation, wherein they ſhewed their Sim- | 


plicity, not to alter the End which followed. 6 | 
Theſe Men, my Lord, are like a Kennel of Hounds, which once I ſaw ſtanding at a Lord's 


Houſe on a Dunghil, where they waited for ſuch as ſhould bring them Meat: Anon they 


faw a Hound come out of the Kitchen, which had thence brought a goodly Rib of Beef; 
but the Cook purſuing him, threw hot ſcalding Water at him, and ſcalded all his hinder 
Parts, but notwithſtanding away-he went with his Booty; but when his Fellows perceivs 


ing him, they called to him-and ſaid, O how much art thou bound to the good Cook, which 


hath given thee that goodly Bone, ſo well furniſhed with Fleſh, but the Dog replied, you 
ſpeak according to your Knowledge, and praiſe me in ſuch ſort as you ſee me before with 
the Bone in my Mouth, bur if you pleale to look behind on my Buttocks, you ſhall find 
how dearly I paid for it; and they beholding how he was ſcalded, and all the Hair and Skin 
flayed from his hinder Loins, they began to be agaſt and amazed at his Torment; neither 
would they have any more of his Fellowſhip, bur fled and ran away from him. In the fame 
fort, my Lord, thele falſe and unworthy Beaſts, when they are made Lords, poſſels their 
Deſires, and are mighty and renowned; then do they exhort, pill and poll the Poor and 


Needy, and eat them up like ſo many ſtarved Hounds; for they are the Dogs with the Bones 


in their Mouths, no Man dare meddle with them; nay many aſſiſt and help them in their 


unlawful Actions, only that they may lick their Fingers, and-be Partakers of their Ex» + 


tortions. f ; 
O, my dear Lord, how can theſe Men go ſafely, which go thus blindfold > Or how can 


they ex pect but a ſhameful Fall, whole Steps are ſo uncertain? Neither can any Man pity * 
them when their Works ate diſcloſed; bur continual Curſing and Upbraidings follow them 


to the Grave with Deſtruction: Many of theſe have loſt their Hair (which-is their Friends) 
as the Hound did, and have none left to cover their Miſchiefs, bur all forſake them as the 


Hounds did the Dog which was ſcalded. My gracious Lord, I beſeech you remember this 


moral Example, and it will nothing impair the Greatneſs of your Virtue; for doubrlets 


many of -thele evil-exhorting Creatures are under your Subj:Qion, both in Towns, Cities, 
and great Lord's Houſes, who out-face the Poor, and ſell away their Freedoms and Privt- 
leges, and threaten things upon them which they never knew, thought or imagined; arid 


alL to make up the common Wealths of their own particular Profts; but the Ends of ſuch 
are vile, and Heaven hath for them a judgment; but of theſe Errors I hope none ſhall juſtiy 


accuſe me, nor any of my Kindred; but we ſhall acquit our ſelves nobly from the ſame: 1 
fear no Creature's Accuſations; for I will ever be the Fox, tho? all my Foes ſwear to tle 

contrary. My Lord, you I adore above all mortal Creatures living; nor can any Wiſdom - 
divert me from you; but I will abide by you to the laſt Gaſp; and though Malice have told 


your Highneſs tothe contrary, yet I have ever diſproved them, and fo will do to the laſt 
Moment. | 


GH pP. UV. 


Hou the King forgave the Fox all things, and made him the greateſt in the Land; and of bis noble Rr- 


turn home with all his Kindred. 


Privy-Council. Take heed you: do nothing unworthily; for here 1 place you in all 
your Power and Authority as formerly you were, hoping you will adminiſter Jnſtice 


equally and truly. For as long as you employ your Wit unto virtuous Actions, ſo long 
the. Court cannot miſs you; for you are à Star whoſe Luſtre far exceeds: all other, ef> 


pecisllxy 


HE King ſaid, Reynard, you are one that owe me Homage and Fealty, and I hope 
' wilt ever enjoy it; and for your Service here I make you one of the Lords of my 


bs. 
ih | 
1 
1 


— 
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pecially in anging out Miſchiefs and preventing them. Therefore remember the Moral 
you your ſelf told me, and be a Lover of Truth and Equity: From henceforth I will bz 
governed by your Wiſdom, and there ſhall not breath that Creature in my Kingdom 
which ſhall do you Injury, bur I will- highly revenge it. This you ſhall: proclaim thro' 
all che Nation, and be the chiefeſt Governor in the ſame; for the Office of high Bailiff 
here 1 beſtow upon you, and I know you will gain great Honour thereby. | 
All Reznard's Friends and Kindred humbly thanked the King; but he told them it was 
much ſhort of chat he intended to do for their ſakes; and adviſed them an to be care- 
ful of his Faith and Loyalty. Then ſaid Dame Rykenaw, believe it my Lord, we wilt not 
ail in that point, neither fear you the contrary; for ſhould he prove otherwiſe, we 
would renounce him. Then the Fox allo thanked the King with fair and courteous Words, 
ſaying, My gracious Lord, I am not worthy of all theſe high Honours you do me, yer 
will ever ſtudy with my Service how to deſerve them; nor ſhall my beſt Counſel at any 
time be wanting. And this ſaid, he took his humble Leave of the King, and ſo depart- 

with the veſt of his Friends an Kindred. * 
ow whilſt theſe Paſſages happened, Bruin the Bear, Tibert the Cat, and Arſewinde and her 
Children, with the reſt of her Linesge drew the Wolf out of the Field and laid him 
upon -foft Litter, and Hay, and covered him all over very warm, and d reſſed his Wounds, 
(Which were to the number of five and twenty) by the help of many skilful Leeches and 
Surgeons: His Sickneſs and Weakneſs were ſo great, that his Feeling was loſt: But they 
rubbed and chafed him on the Temples, and under the Eyes till he leapt out of his Swound 
and howled fo loud, that all were amazed which heard him: But the Phyſician gave him 
-Cordials to drink, and a Dormiture or Potion to make him ſleep : So the Court broke 
up, and every Beaſt returned to his own hqme. Amongſt the reſt Rennard the Fox took 
his Leave of the King and Queen, they defited. him not to be abſent from thew. To 
whom he anſwered, that he would be ever ready at their Service, as was his bounden 
Duty; and not himſelf alone, bur all his Friends and Kindred alſo. And then begging 
Licence of his Majeſty in a ſolemn Manner, and with fair Speeches he departed the Court. 
Was there ever any Creature flattered braver or to better purpoſe ? For he that could 
do the like might be a Maſter of the eight liberal Sciences; and no Lord whether ſpirti- 
-Tual or temporal but would have an Ear open for all his Language; nor died without 
Iſſue, for he hath Children almoſt in all Places. And indeed, he that hath no Alliance to 
him in the Art of Diflimulation, ſhall hardly proſper as the World goeth, though he want 
bis Hair yet if he have his Heart it is enough to make him accepted. - } . _ 
Plain dealing is now an Exile, and Covetouſneſs and Fraud have taken Poſſeſſion of 
his Tenements ; the Pope's Palace, the Courts of Emperors, Kings and Princes cannot be 
exempred from this Error. Money is now grown the only Favourite of the time, the very 
:Church:Idol, and the Country Worſhip; it can purchaſe ail things, defend all things, 
and confound all things. And Madmen travel over the World, to gain this Folly, this 
'Faſhion. Who is not a true Fox is but a Beaſt of baſe Eſtimation. This is the World's 
Cuſtom; and What will become of the uſe the wiſeſt Men can hardly judge or imagine: 
Only that theſe heinous Sins of Falſhood, Theft, Murther and Ambition can never walk 
but hand in hand with Judgment: From which I pray that the Hand of the higheſt win 
defend us, and make us walk in thoſe Paths which-fhall be ſuitable to Virtue and Piety: 
with which I conclude, fince the Miſdeeds are not fir Themes for me to treat of, ſince 
at the laſt Day every one is ſure to give an Account for his own Burden. 
Wich Reynard, all his Friends and Kindred (to the number of Forty) took their Leaves 
-alſo of the King, and went away with the Fox, who was no little glad Creature that 
. the had ſped-ſo well, and ſtood fo far in the King's Favour; for now he had Power e- 
\nough-to advance whom he pleaſed, and pull down any that envied his Fortune. Af⸗ 
ter 3 Travel, the Fox and his Friends came to his Borough or Caſtle of Malepardus, 


where 
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ral where every one (in noble and courteous manner) took leave of the other, and Reynard | 
be did to them great Reverence, and thanked them for the Love and Honour he had re- | 
om ceived of them; proteſting evermore to remain. their faithful Seryants, and to ſerve them 

ro in all things wherein his Life or Goods might be ſerviceable unto them; and ſhook Hands 
Witt and departed. The Fox went into Dame Ermelin his Wife, who welcomed him with great 

2 Tenderneſs; and to her and her Children he related at large all the Wonders that had 

Was befallen him at the Court; and miſt no Tittle or Circumſtance therein, Then grew 

are- they proud that his Fortune was ſo excellent; and the Fox ſpent his Days from thence- 
not forth with his Wife and Children in great Joy and Content. | 

we Now whoſoever ſhall relate unto you (of the Fox) more or leſs than you have heard, 

rds, J would not wiſh: you to build a Faith upon his Reports; only this which you have 

yer already heard or read you may believe it at your beſt pleaſure; Notwichſtanding it any 

any refuſe, he ſhall not be accounred an Heretick, fince he that only faw it may beſt give Oren 

Art- dit unto it; and yet many in this World believe the things they have not ſeen. 

Beſides there be many Plays, both comick and moral, which figure out things that ne- 

her ver were, only to make uſe and Benefit of the Example; that Men may thereby the bet⸗ 

him ter ſhun Vice and purſue Virtue. In like manner this Book, though it contain but mat- 
yon, ter of ſeſt and Sport, yet if ye look ſeriouſly thereunto, you may find much moral mat- 
an 


ter and Wiſdom worth your Conſideration. Neither Goodneſs, nor any good Man ſhall 
they ye find miſrepreſented; for all things are generally ſpoke, and every Man may take his 
und own part as his Conſcience ſhall ſo inſtru him: If any Man find himſelf too much oppreſ- 
him fed, let him ſhake it off with amendment. If any Man be clear, let him hold on his Path, 
roke and avoid ſtumbling: And if any take Diſtaſte or Offence let him not blame me, but the 
took Fox, for it is only his Language. But if all things ſuit ro my wiſhed Imaginations, I ſhall 
To then be encouraged to ſalute the World with a ſecond Part, clad in ſome neater Engliſh - 
nden Matter; and if not more, yet every whit as pleaſant Morals, 
Sing 3 2 4 3 : 
wad The MOR AL. 
ſpiri- By theſe Honours done to the Fox by the Lion, is ſbewed, that ſeldom one good Fortune cometh without anos + 
-hout ther; and he that bath atchieved Fame and Renown, 10 him wil the World fly ; and Dignity on Dignity ſhall bs 
ce to heaped. upon him: As on the contrary part, he that is once fallen, either in State or Reputation, it i; 4 thing 
want of much Difficulty to ſee him advanced without a Miracle; ＋ worldly Men are ſaid to be like Dogs, which © 
when one of their own Kind is down, all the reſt will fall on him and w6 bim. But wiſe Men and 
on of good Men (for both are ſcarce) are ſaid 10 be like Hogs, which when one of their own Kind is down, 4 
ot be e reft will preſently aſſiſt and help him. For any thing elſe contained in this Chapter is either moraliz'd by 
> very | the peeches of the Fox, or elſe »/ the \Author. | 
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